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F A8 TS E R M ON S. 


O HOULD any one aſk ; © Why 

„does this author publiſh his 
* ſermons, when the Faſt is gone and 
forgotten? —For this very reaſon 
he publiſhes, that the faſt, though 
gone, may not be forgotten. That 
we may remember the fins we con- 
tefled, and the miſeries we deprecated. 
Remember the vows of GOD, which 
are ſtill around us. 
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Should it be farther aſked ; © Why 
„ does he obtrude himſelf on the 
* public, when ſo many eminent wri- 
* ters have already made their ap- 
% pearance? Does he bring with him 
* any dinguiſhed excellency of com- 
& polition? Any ſuperior force of 
argument, or uncommon delicacy 

*« of ſentiment ?'—No ſuch thing. 
He pretends to nothing refined or ex- 
traordinary. He affects neither bril- 
liant thought, nor poliſhed ſtyle. 
Equally remote from nice criticiſm, 
and profound learning, his diſcourſes 
are ſtudioufly plain, and brought 
down to the level of the meaneſt ca- 
pacity. 

What then is his i ?” —— This 
is the very truth. In ſeveral of the 
ſermons publiſhed on this occaſion, 
the one thing needful ſeems to be over- 


looked. CHRIST and his free grace, 
CHRIST 
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CHRIST and his great ſalvation, are 
either totally omitted, or but ſlightly 
touched. Where theſe are but ſlight- 
ly touched, the door of hope and the 
city of refuge are ſhewn, as it were 
through a miſt, dimly and indiſtin&- 
ly. We have no other than a tranſient 
glimpſe of the deſirable objects; and 
only ſo much light, as is ſufficient to 
bewilder, rather than to direct.— 
Where they are totally omitted, the 
door of hope is barred, and the city 
of retuge withdrawn from our view, 
In. this caſe, being without CHRIST, 
we are without conſolation; and 
may juſtly complain with the mourn- 
ing prophet, The COMFORTER, that 
ſhould relieve our fouls, is far off. 
Through the following diſcourſes, 
a conſtant regard 1s paid, -to the re- 
demption which is in CHRIST JESUS; 
to his all-atoning blood, and everlaſt- 
. ing 


V1 PREFACE 


ing righteouſneſs. Which are the 
grand means, both of comforting our 
hearts, and ſanctifying our nature.— 
Indeed the principal aim of the whole; 
is, To diſplay the unſearchable riches 
of CHRIST; the matchleſs efficacy 
of his death; and that perfect free- 
nefs, with which all his invaluable 
benefits are beſtowed.— To thoſe who 
believe, HE is precious; and to thoſe 
who are convinced of ſin, theſe ſalu- 
tary truths will be their own beſt re- 
commendation. Such readers will 
excuſe a multitude of blemiſhes, pro- 
vided they find JESUS, who was 
crucified ;; JESUS, who is the defire 


of nations; JFSUS, than whom no 


other foundation can be laid, either 
for preſent holineſs, -or future happi- 
neſs. 

As theſe ſermons are not preached 
to gratify a curious taſte, neither are 


they 
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they publiſhed with any fond proſpect 
of reforming a finful nation. Sincerely 
as the author loves his country, and 
ardently as he deſires the ſalvation of 
his countrymen, he 1s not ſo vainly 
ſanguine in his expectations. But 
this he will venture to aſſert; That, 
if ever a reformation is produced, it 
muſt, under the influences of the eter- 
nal SPIRIT, be produced by the doc- 
trines of free grace, and juſtification 
through a REDEEMER's righteouſ- 
neſs. Till theſe doctrines are general- 
ly inculcated, the moſt eloquent ha- 
rangues from the pulpit, or the moſt 
correct diſſertations from the preſs, 
will be no better than a pointleſs ar- 
row and a broken bow. . 

This alſo he will venture to hope; 
That the diſcourſes may, here and 
there, meet with ſome poor inner, 
who 1s ſmitten with a ſenſe of guilt, 

A 4 and 
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and alarmed with apprehenſions of 
danger. Who delires nothing ſo 
much as to find a reſting place; 
where he may be free from the terrors 
of conſcience, and ſafe in the day of 
trouble. This freedom and this. ſafe- 
ty are to be found only, are to be 
found :nfallibly, in the bleſſed JESUS, 
and the blood of ſprinkling. If ſuch 
a reader, by the following pages, 1s 
conducted to this divine ſanctuary, 
the writer is ſatisfied; is rewarded ; 

enjoys the utmoſt of his wiſhes. 
Then, inſtead of ſoliciting the voice 
of fame, or coveting the wreath of 
honour; inſtead of giving himſelf any 
concern, about the oficious critick ; he 
will thankfully adore that Almighty 
Hand, which confirmeth the word of his 
ſervant, and performeth the counſel of 
bis meſſengers x. For oh! how inſipid 
is 
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is the praiſe of men, compared with 
the exalted pleaſure of glorifying 
GOD, and edifying an immortal ſoul! 
How harmleſs is defamation from a 
felow-creature, when our great 
CREATOR ſmiles; and 1s pleaſed, by 
weak things, and by things that are 
deſpiſed 4, to accompliſh the purpoſes 
of his infinite grace, and everlaſting 


love ! 
+ 2 Cor. i. 27, 28. 
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SERMON I. 
The Time of Danger. 


HEB. xi. 28. 


Through faith he kept the paſſover, and. 
the ſprinkling of blood, leſt he that 


deſtroyed the firſt-born, ſhould touch 
them. 


N..] F we conſult the hiſtory, 
X 1 & to which theſe words re- 
E F fer, we ſhall find the 
KKAXH I/roclites in a ſtate of af- \ 
fiction. The Egyptians oppreſſed 


them; very heavily laid the yoke up- 


A 6 On 


2 THE TIME OF DANGER. 


on them; and made their © lives bit- 
* ter with hard bondage.“ -The mi- 
ſery of his people GOD pities, and is 
reſolved to redreſs. Accordingly he 
fends Moſes, in the quality of his am- 
baſſadour, to Pharach King of Foyt, 
demanding their releaſe. The King 
moſt inſolently replies; Who is the 
LORD, that I ſhould obey his 
voice, to let VMael go? I know not 
„ the LORD, neither will 1 let Iſrael 
go.“ G0, to chaſtiſe his inſo- 
lence and obſtinacy, inflicts a variety 
of plagues on him and his ſubjects. In 
contempt of all which, Pharaoh har- 
dens his heart; perfiſts in his diſobe- 
dience ; and refuſes to let the people go. 
— At laſt, ſays the LORD, “I will 
* bring one plague more upon Pha- 
% rach and upon Egypt 4; which 
ſhall infallibly accompliſh my purpoſe. 
Be 


+ Exod, Xi, 3. 
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Be their hearts hard as the nether mill- 
ſtone, this ſhall make them feel. Be 
their reſolution ſtubborn as an iron 
finew, tlris ſhall make it bend. A- 
* bout midnight I will go. out into 
* the midſt of Zgypt, and all the firſt- 
« born in the land of Egypt ſhall 

n 
But as the Vraelites then dwelt in 
Egyyt, how thould they be ſafe amidit 
the general deſolation? The LORD 
directs Maſes to a method, which 
ſhould effectually ſecure the families 
of I/raz!, while death entered into all 
the habitations of the Egyptians. The 
method—its execution—and fucceſs— 
are all ſpecified in the text. By 
% faith Mees Kept the paſſover, and 
the ſprinkling of blood, left he that 
« deftroyed the firſt-born, ſhould 
& touch 


+ Exod, Xi. 4, $- 
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touch them.” Where we may ob» 
ſerve, | 
I. A very dreadful danger; inti- 
mated by © the deſtruction of 
the firſt- born.“ 
II. A method of ſecurity from this 
danger; effected by keeping 
* the paſlover, and the blood 
* of ſprinkling. 
III. The ſucceſs of this method, 
denoted by the deſtroyer * not 
„ ſo-much as touching them. 
The good LORD enable us to open 
and apply the words, thus divided! 
Then, we ſhall ſee their ſuitableneſs 
to the preſent occaſion ;. and, I hope, 
feel their ſalutary influence on our 
ſouls. | | 
I. A very dreadful danger, inti- 
mated by the deſtruction of the 
« firſt-born.” The LORD had al- 
ready put his hand to the ſword. It. 


WAS. 
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was even now drawn from the ſcab- 
bard, and had received a commiſſion 
to go forth. To go forth, that very 
night; to walk through all the land 
of Egypt; and to be bathed, before 
the morning-light, in the blood of the 
firſt-born. Al the firſt- born, from 
the haughty king that fat on the 
throne, even to the ſlave that toiled 
at the mill, and the very ſheep that 
yeaned in the field. Tremendous, as 
well as inevitable blow! O, what an 


alarm will it create, and what afflic- 


tion will it ſpread ! Make every heart 
ſad, and every houfe a ſcene of mour- 
ning. There ſhall be a great cry 


throughout all the land of Egypt, 


„ ſuch as there was none like it, nor 
<« ſhall be like it any more 4. 
And is not the preſent time, a time 
of imminent danger? Are not the 
judgments 


+ Exod, Xi, 6. 
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judgments of the Almighty, now a- 
broad in the world ? Have not earth- 
quakes ſhaken kingdoms, and rent 
the foundations of nature? Have they 
not ſpread terrour through our own 
and diſtant nations; laid wealthy 
towns and magniftcent cities in ruin; 
and ſwallowed up to deſtroy unknown 
multitudes of our fellow- creatures? 

Is not the ſword of ſlaughter drawn? 
Has not war hung out her bloody 


flag? Are not the flames kindled in 


Eur ape and America; on the land and 
on the ocean? Are they not gathering 
ſtrength daily; ſpreading their rage 
continually ; and threatning to over- 
run all? 

If we were evidently ſuperior to 
our enemies, in number and power, 
in vigilance and unanimity, yet the 
events. of battle are uncertain. © The 

battle 


5 
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« battle is not always to the ſtrong $.”? 
Succeſs and victory depend upon a 
hand, higher than the arm of flefh. 
«© Without me, faith the LORD, 
„they ſhall bow down under the 
« priſoners, and they ſhall fall under 
the ſlain .“ 

But are we not at war with one of 
the moſt potent, inſidious, enterpriſing 
kingdoms in the world? Is there not 
great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that they 
will ſoon be joined by their neigh- 
bours the Spantards ? And if we have 
been worſted by one, how ſhall we 
contend with their united force !— 
Conſidering the ſituation and behavi- 
our of the ungrateſul Auſtrians, have 
we not cauſe to ſuſpect the junction 
of a third Popiſh power, againſt our 
religion and liberty ? Will not the 
court of Rome, with all her bigotted 

adherents, 


$ Eccleſ, is, rx, +If. x, 4. 
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adherents, urge and inſtigate them to 
be active in this confederacy f? Will 
they not, at this juncture the moſt 
favourable for the profecution of their 
purpoſe, that any age has afforded, or 
their own ſanguine zeal can defire— 
will they not exert their utmoſt abili- 
ty, to cruſh the proteſtant cauſe, and 
extirpate the proteſtant name + ? 
Should 


Im informed, that when the Pope heard of the Alliance. 
lately eſtabliſhed between the houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria, 
ſtrengthened by the unexpetted acceſſion of Ni fa. he cried 
out with an air ot :riumph, O admirabile commercium generis 
bumani ! admirable aſſociation of mankind ! promiſing himlelf, 
I ſuppoſe, from this remat kable turn of affairs, ſuch advan- 
tages to the cauſe and intereſts of popery, as exceeded even 
all his hopes. 

+ The French and Auſtrian miniſters, it ſeems, have long 
been concerting meaſures, to tear up the reformed religion 
by the roots, and not to leave a proteſtant upon the face of 
the earth. This execrable plot is diſcovered, by the ſaga- 
city and activity of the king of Pruſſia ; is averted, and, 
proved in his metnorials lately publiſhed, If that hero and 
his army ſhould fall before their enemies, what can hinder 
the execution ol this horrid deſign? It may puzzle the acu- 
teſt politician, to aſſign any human means, ſufficient to ſland 
as a barricr, 
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Should the enemy make a deſcent 
upon our land, what can we expect, 
but that our iſland be turned into a 
field of blood? They, who have al- 
ways been jealous of our power and 
influence, have now added rage to 
their jealouſy. Their reſentment, like 
the burning fiery furnace, 1s heated 
 feven times hotter than uſual. We 
ſhould certainly find them, as the 
ſcripture ſpeaks, © a bitter and haſty 
« nation 4.” And without the ſpirit 
of prophecy may venture to declare; 
woe be to England, if GOD ſhould 
now deliver it into the hands of the 
French. 

Some perhaps, may cry ; © Theſe 
“ fears are all chimerical. There is 
* no ground for ſuch diſcouraging 
e ſuggeſtions. We don't queſtion, 
© but we ſhall be a match, and more 

than 


+ Heb, i. 6, 
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« than a match for our adverſarics.” 
— To this confident boaſting, let not 
my tongue, but let the courſe of 
events, let the diſpoſals of providence 
reply.— Have we, then, been ſuperior: 
in the day of trial? Alas! Have we not 
loſt Minorca? Is not Ofwego gone? A ge- 
neral ſlain, and his army, cut in pieces. 
An admiral condemned to be ſhot to 
death, and his fleet defeated by an in- 
ferior number of the enemies ſhips ? 
Are not ravages and depredations 
made almoſt continually upon our 
colonies in America; and horrible un- 
heard-of cruelties committed by tlie 
, on the perſons of our fellow- 
ſubjects? What have we reaped from. 
the late campaign, but oppo 
ment, loſs, and ſhame? by 

Are not all theſe things apparently 
t us? Will they not make our 
allies. 
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allies back ward to come in with their 
ſuccours; and render the powers that 
are unengaged, afraid to declare 
themſelves on our ſide? 

All theſe circumſtances conſidered, 
the preſent time appears to be a time 
of uncemmon danger: affairs, look 
where-ever we will, wear a louring 


aſpect. Our ſky is black with clouds, 


and there is the ſound of abundance 
* of rain *.“ Judgments ſeem, more 
than ſeem, to be hovering all a- 
round us. How ſoon they may fall, 
GOD only knows! 

If GOD indeed were for us, we 
might truſt and not be afraid. We 
might look danger in the face, and 
boldly fay ; © Who ſhall be againſt us f?“ 
—But 1s this the caſe? Are we © a 
* righteous nation, that keepeth the 

truth?“ 


* x Kings xviii, 41, 4 Rom, viii, 3t, 
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* truth?“ Is there ſufficient reaſon 
to believe, that the holy ONE of 
Tjrael is our defence? — Are we not, 
on the contrary, a ſinful generation; 
a people laden with iniquity? Is there 
not abundant reaſon to fear, leſt our 
GOD ſhould fay, in terrible indigna- 
tion; “ they are joined to idols, let 
* them alone * ?” In order to deter- 
mine this point, let us examine our 
ways. Nothing can be more proper 
for a day of humiliation. Are not 
we, like the Egyptians, in a ſtate of 
great danger, if we conſider, 

1. The ins of our nation. 

2. The judgments of GOD denoun- 
ced upon ſuch ſins. 

3. The certain execution of thoſe 
judgments, unleſs we fly to . the ap- 
pointed refuge. 

I. Conſider the ſins of our nation. 

Here 


t If, xxvi; 2, | Hof, iv, 17, 
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"Here I ſhall mention ſome, and only 
ſome of thoſe abeminations ; which, 


where-ever they are found, cannot 
fail to provoke the eyes of GOD's 
glory; and render, either a perſon or 
a people, ripe fer his vengeance. 

The Chriſtian ſabbath is an ineſtima- 
ble privilege to the church of CHRIST, 
It is a pledge of GOD's diſtinguiſhing 
love. It is a happy means of build- 
ing us up in knowledge; of eſtabliſh- 
ing us in faith; and preparing us for 
our everlaſting reſt.— Vet is it not 


| thamefully profaned, in city and in 


country ? What multitudes waſte it 
in idleneſs, or ſquander it away in un- 
edifying converſation ? Making it by 
far the moſt uſeleſs and contemptible 
day of the week. — This they do, even 
though GOD ſtrictly charges, ſaying, 
* Remember ye the ſabbath-day,” not 
barely to abſtain from your ordinary 
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works, but © to keep it holy *;” de- 
voting it entirely to holy purpoſes, 
and religious exerciſes.— This they do, 
even though GOD ſolemnly threatens, 
faying; © If ye will not hearken un- 
« to me, to hallow the ſabbath- day) 
„ then will I kindle a fire in your 
* gates, and it ſhall devour the pa- 
% laces of Feruſalem, and it ſhall not 
% be quenched ||.” 

Is not the name of GOD, great, 
wonderful, and holy? Ought it not 
to be uſed with the deepeſt veneration, 
and magnified above all things? But is 
it not audacipuſly diſhonoured, and 
impiouſly blaſphemed ? Diſhonoured 
by cuſtomary and wanton, blaſphe- 
med by falſe and perfidious ſwearing ? 
Has not the moſt high GOD declared, 
that he will in no wife Lold ſuch da- 
ring wretches guiltleſs ? Yet, how do 
| theſe 


® Txod, K. 8, || fer, xviker, 
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theſe daring wretches ſwarm, like the 
locuſts of ſociety, in our polluted 
land? O England, how is thy air taint- 
ed with this breath of the infernal 
pit! How do thy ſtreets reſound, 
moſt horribly reſound, with this lan- 


guage of hell! And will not the Al- 


mighty LORD make thee know— 
know, by bitter experience, what 
that meaneth, which is ſpoken by his 
prophet? * Becauſe of ſwearing, the 


„ land mourneth K“ Mourneth un- 


der afflicting viſitations, and deſolating 
judgments. 

Is not the ſcripture a ſingular bleſ- 
ſing? yes; it 1s celebrated by the 
pſalmiſt, as the ſovereign blcfling ; 
that which crowns the other inftances 
of divine goodneſs ; * he ſhewed his 
* word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and 
* ordinances unto ael.“ It is alfo 


B celebrated 


+ ſer, x Xilt, ro, 
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celebrated as a moſt diſtinguiſhing 
blefling, from which multitudes are 
excluded; * He hath not dealt ſo 
„ with all nations, neither have the 
«© heathen knowledge of his laws 1.“ 
Should not then the ſcripture be pre- 
cious to our ſouls; more precious 
than fine gold ; ſweeter alſo than ho- 
ney, and the droppings of the honey- 
comb? Should we not exerciſe our- 
ſelves in it, day and night &; reading 
it by day, meditating on it by night? 
Should we not make it the moſt de- 
lightful ſubject of our converſation ? 
Talk of it to our children, our dome- 

Rics, our neiyhbours ; when we lie 

down and riſe up ; when we walk by 

the way and it in the houſe + ?—But 

where are the perſons, who bear ſuch 

a ſuperlative eſteem for the bible? 

Where 


1 pfil. cxlvii, 19. 20. | 
i * Pal. i. 4. a + Deut, vi, 7. 
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Where is the company that delights to 
converſe on thoſe oracles of truth ? 
Where are the parents, that diligently 
inſtruc their children, and feed them 
with the milk of the word? Diverſion, 
of every kind, engages their attention, 
and the moſt trifling impertinence em- 
ploys their tongue; but the LORD's 
word is inſipid, if not irkſome. His 
word is treated even by proteſtants, as 


the manna was treated by the MVaelites. 


Who had the ingratitude and impu- 
dence to ſay; © our ſoul loatheth this 
“ light bread “.“ A plague from 
the LORD of hoſts was the conſe- 
quence of their contemptuous treat- 
ment of the meat that periſheth. Of 
how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall we 
be thought worthy, who contema the 
food which endureth to everlaſting 
life! 


B 2 GOD 


* Numb, X i. 5. 
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GOD hath reſerved the unjuſt, 
ſaith the ſcripture, unto the day of 
judgment, to be puniſhed; “ chiefly 
„ thoſe who walk after the fleſh, in 
* the luſts of uncleanneſs 4.” Is not 
this iniquity rampant among the in- 
habitants of England? What lewd 
pictures are expoſed to view! What 
filthy writings are ſuffered to ſee the 
light! Fewel for luſt, and incentives 
to debauchery —What is wit, in our 
days, but either ſome laſcivious hint, 
or ſome licentious abuſe of ſcripturE ! 
Are not the wanton entertainments of 
the ſtage, and other ſeminaries of 
lewdneſs, countenanced, ſupported, 
thronged ? Can you acquit our cities 
and towns of drunkenneſs, revellings, 
and aboniinable exceſſes? Are not 
theſe, and all ſorts of ſilthineſs, found 
in our ſkirts? If fo, hear the word of 


the 


+ 2 Pet. ii. 10. 
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the LORD; and let it fink deep into 
every heart. When I had fed them 
to the full, they then committed a- 
« dultery, and aſſembled themſelves 
© by troops in the harlots houſes. 
© They were as fed horſes in the 
* morning: every one neighed after 
“his neighbour's wife. Shall I not 
« viſit for theſe things? ſaith the 
* Lord. And ſhall not my ſoul be 
« avenged on ſuch a nation as this + ?”” 
Is not religion, vital religion, very 
much upon the decline, even among 
the ſerious? Do not many profeſſors, 
quite deſtitute of the power of godli- 
neſs, content themſelves with the 
mere form ? Whereas, if any, in imi- 
tation of the firſt believers and the 
firſt preachers, are alive to GOD, and 
zealous for the LORD of hoſts ; theſe 
perſons, inſtead of being encouraged, 
B 3 are. 


+ Jer. v. 7, 8. 9.1 
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are oppoſed ; inſtead of being eſtcem- 
ed, are reproached—Of ſuch perſons. 
even the malignant ſpirits could bear 
witneſs ; “ Theſe men are the ſervants 
“ of the moſt high GOD, who ſhew 
« unto us the way of ſalvation ||? 
But among us, who call ourſelves 
Chriſtians ; who pique ourſelves upon 
being the pureſt church in Chri/ten- 
dom: among us, ſuch perſons are 
deemed the viſionaries of the age, the 
diſturbers of ſociety, the men that 
would“ turn the world upſide down]. 
The miniſters who are moſt faithful, 
and the people who are moſt exem- 
plary, are a deriſion and a bye - word 
among their neighbours. Thus, in 
Iſrael, © they mocked the meſſengers 
of GON, and deſpiſed his words, 
and miſuſed his prophets.” But it 
was to the confuſion of thoſe ſcoffers, 

| and 

{40s zu. 17. Ads xvii. 6. | 
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and the ruin of their country. For 
«© the wrath of the LORD aroſe a- 
«© gainſt his people, till there was no 
«© remedy. Therefore he brought 
„ upon them the king of the Chat 
% dees, who flew their young men 
“ with the ſword, in the houſe of 
their ſanctuary : and had no com- 
paſſion upon young man or maiden, 
« old man, or him that n for 


©. age 4. 


Are we not abandoned to a ſpirit 
of carnal confidence? When do we dif- 
cover any reliance on the Almighty, 
or aſcribe any of our ſucceſs to his 
gracious ee It is not GOD, 
but our ſword, that ſhall help us. Or, 


if any unſeen power is acknowledged, 


it 15 not the LQRD of hoſts, but good 


fortune. One would almoft imagine, 


that we were aſhamed of a heavenly 
B 4 ally 3. 


{ a. Chron, xx xvi, 16. 17. 
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ally ; and thought it a diſgrace to own 
ourſelves dependent on Omnipotence. 
Is not ſuch a temper a national infa- 
tuation, and the harbinger of nation- 
al judgments ? Zedetiab and the men 
of Judah, forgot or neglected the rock 
of their ſalvation, and made Pharaoh's 
army their conhdence. *But ſee, what 
was the iflie; to hear it from the 
mouth of fil, who fulfilleth the 
word of his ſervants. © Though he 
had ſmitten the whole army of the 
« Chaldeans that fight againſt you, 
„ and there remained but wounded 
« men among them, yet ſhould they 
te riſe up every man in his tent and 
* burn this city with fire 4.” ; 
Should you ſay, this is a falſe N 
charge. Have we not, this very day, = 
publickly acknowledged, That, with- 
out the divine aid, the wiſeſt coun- 
« ſels 
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&« ſels of frail men, and the multitude 
& of an hoſt, and all the inſtruments 
& of war, are but weak and vain?” 
Have we not likewiſe expreſsly decla- 
red, That, „not confiding in the 
* ſplendour of any thing that is great, 
or the ſtability of any thing that is 
4 ſtrong here below, we do moſt hum- 
6 bly flee to the LORD for ſuccour, 
and put our truſt under the ſhadow 
© of his wings ?“ I would to GOD,. 
we believed that acknowledgment, 
and acted conformable to this declara- 
tion. We ſhould then be very dili- 
gent to propagate religion, ainong our 
ſoldiers and failors. We ſhould ſeek 
for ſuch ofticers and commanders, as. 
are men fearing GOD. We ſhould 
be as deſirous to eſtabliſh our troops 
in godlineſs, as to train them up in 
military diſcipline. But is it thus 

353 - .. with 
The Form of Prayer appointed for the faſt. 


5 


c 


—_—— 
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with our army ; Is it thus with our 
navy? Viſit a man of war. You will 
think yourſelf, not in one of the bul- 


warks of our Hland, but in a little 


hell. Obſerve the gentlemen of the 
{word. Concerning the generality of 
them, you will have reafon to aſk; 
Are theſe Chriſtians? Are they not 
incarnate devils $—And can we ex- 
pect, that the infinitely pure GOD 
will go forth with /uch hoſts? Will he 
not rather become © their enemy, 
and fight againſt them 4.” 


What ignorance prevails, eſpecially. 


among 


$ Does this ſound harſh ? or will. any other part of the 
charge, advanced in theſe diſcourſes, prove offenſive—I am 
ſorry, there ſhould be any occaſion for ſuch language, But 
I dare not ret ract it; I muſt not ſoften it; no, nor apolo- 
gize for it, Thus much, however, I will fay, borrowing 
the words of Job. If it le net ſo now, let experience make 
mea liar, and in this caſe make my ſpeech nothing worth. Job 
x Xiv. 28. Deſirous as I am of ſpeaking truth, here I hall 
rejoice to be convidted of falſehood. | 

+ I. xi. 10. 
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among the lower ranks of people ? 
The groſſeſt ignorance of themſelves 
and of GOD our SAVIOUR; the 
groſſeſt ignorance of grace, and ſal- 
2 vation, by a REDEEMER's righte- 
| ouſneſs ; the grofleſt ignorance of the 
very firſt principles of her holy reli- 
gion. To do evil, they are wile. 
But to do good; to believe in JESUS. 
CHRIST; to love and glorify HIM, 
who bought ſinners with his blood; 
to do all, to do any of this, they have 
no knowledge. And it is a ſmall 
matter to be thus children of darkneſs ? 
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Is not the ſoul alienated from the life 


of GOD through ignorance 1? Does 
not this diſpleaſe the moſt high GOD, 
| and provoke the holy One of 1/rae/ 
| Let his own word determine. * It 
“ is a people of no underſtanding, 
therefore he that made them, will 
B 6 not 

2? Eph, iv. 18. 
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«© not have mercy on them; and he 
« that formed them, will ſhew them 
« no favour .“ Are theſe impotent 
menaces ? made only to be contem- 
ned ? Then we may diſmiſs our fears. 
But if they are the word of GOD, 
which liveth and abideth for ever; 
then we have reaſon to cry, © What 
will become of England? 

In a word; religion, both as to 
knowledge and practice, was never at 
ſo low an ebb, ſince the reformation 
took place. - Nor luxury, and immo- 
rality of every kind, at ſuch an enor- 
mous height. — Where now are our 
rulers ? Are they zealous for GOD, 
and valiant for the truth ? Have they 
courage to ſtem the torrent; or to 
oppoſe the overflowings of ungodli- 
neſs ?—Where are the grandees and 
magiſtrates? Warm with generous 

indignation, 
{1fa, If, x Xi. 11. 
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indignation, do they ſnatch the ſpear; 
and like the gallaat Phineas, ſmite 
through the loins of iniquity !—Alas! 


Have not our great men “ altogether 


* broken the yoke, and burſt the 
„ bonds ||?” Are they not, generally 
ſpeaking, the ringleaders in tranſgreſ- 
fion; as eminent for their contempt 
of GOD, as for the affluence of their 
circumſtances? “ Yea, the hand of 
„the princes and rulers hath been 
“chief in the ſeveral treſpaſſes . But 
will that dignity, which they have 
abuſed; will that authority, which 
was lent them for better purpoſes; 
will thoſe diſtinctions be a ſecurity to 
them or their country, in the day of 
viſitation ?---hear what the righteous 
LORD ſays, who is higher than the 
higheſt, and able to execute all his 
decrees: it is the {word of the great 

men 

Jer. v. 5. } Ezra ix, 2, 
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c men that are ſlain, which entered 
“ into their privy chambers. I have 
* ſet the point of the {word againſt 
« all their gates, that their hearts 
„ may faint, and their ruins be mul: 
% tiplied 4.” Gates, be they ever ſo 
ſtrongly fortified, or ever ſo carefully 
guarded, are no fence againſt the 
point of JEHOVAH's ſword. And 
if fin is ſuffered to enter, judgments 
will aſſuredly follow. Judgments will 
follow even the moſt powerful and 
wealthy finners; will purſue them, 
like an eager blood-hound; will hunt 
them, like a diſmal ghoſt; will force 
a way into their palaces, nay, into 
their cloſeſt retirements; and never 
remit the chace till fainting of heart 
ends in multiplied. ruin; in the. ruin 
of themſelves, their famihes, their 
country. | 


Amidſt. 


+ Ezek, x xi. 14 15. 
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Amidſt all theſe crying evils, are 
we not preſumptuouſly ſecure ? 1s there 
not a deplorable ſpirit of ftupidity, 
which blinds our eyes, and renders our 
hearts inſenſible? ſcarce any one lays 
theſe miſeries and dangers to heart. 


Who mourneth for the abominations 


of the land? who ſtirreth up himſelf 
to call upon GOD? if ſo be, he may 
yet be entreated, and have mercy up- 
on Zion. Are we not too much like 
the intoxicated ſinners of the old 
world ? © they cat, they drink; they 
«© bought, they ſold; they _ planted, 
* they builded.” They gave them- 
ſelves wholly up to ſenſual gratifica- 
tions and inferior cares; diſregarding 
all the admonitions of Noah, and all 
the tokens of impending vengeance. 
Till the divine long-ſuffering ceaſed ; 
the univerſal food came; and, with ir- 
reſiſtible violence, fqvept them all a- 


oy way.” 
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* may. Are we not in the condition 
of thoſe ſupine ſenſeleſs people, ſpoken 
of by the prophet Zephaniab? * it ſhall 
* come to paſs at that day, that I will 
„ ſearch Feru/alem with candles, and 
* puniſh the men that are ſettled 
* upon their lees; that ſay in their 


heart, the LORD will not do good, 


* neither will he do evil.” And may 
we not juſtly expect their awful doom? 
Therefore their goods ſhall become 
* a booty, and their houſes a deſola- 
* tion. Their blood ſhall be poured 
© out as duſt, and their fleih as the 
dung. Neither their filver nor 
* gold thall be able to deliver them 
„ in the day of the LORD's wrath, 
„ but the whole land ſhall be devour- 

ed by the fire of his jealouſy *.“ 
As a farther aggravation of our 
crimes, 


} Luke xyii 27, * Zeph, i. 13, &c. 
Tremendous 
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crimes, have we not been 2zncorrigible, 
amidſt the moſt compulſive and the 
moſt winning motives to amendment ? 
We have been viſited with a contagt- 
ous diſtemper among our cattle ; which, 
we were apprehenſive, might have 
introduced a plague among the hu- 
man race. From this fear we have 
been delivered. But are we delivered 
from our evil works, and have we re- 
nounced all ungodlineſs.- Rebellion 
broke out in our iſland, and threaten- 
ed to overthrow our proteſtant go- 
vernment, and deprive us of our re- 
formed religion; threatened to de- 


prive 


Tremendous threat' ning! Black as night it flands 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as bell, 
And fbakes a dreadful dart ; MILTON, 


Even the dart of divine indignation over a guilty land, 
Yet who is awakened from a ſtate of indolence ? who is in- 
duced to watch and pray? who falls down at the feet of JE- 
HOVAH, though they ſee his wrath enkindling, and hear 
his terrours denounced ? 
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prive us of our liberty and its priv> 
leges, of our peace and its comforts, 
This ſtorm alſo was ſoon blown over, 
and tranquillity reſtored to our land. 
But did we return every one to the 
LORD our GOD, who dealt ſo gra- 
ciouſly with us ?---Earthquakes have 
ſhattered other kingdoms ; have de- 
ſtroyed other cities; while they only 
admoniſhed, not injured, us and ours. 
Has this goodneſs, this diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs of GOD, led us to repen- 
tance ?---were we not lately preſerved 
from the moſt calamitous of all tem- 
poral loſſes? from loſing the precious 
fruits of the earth ? when the corn was 
Tipe, and ready for the ſickle, who can 
forget the lowering sky and the deſ- 
cending rains? which held back the 
huſbandman's hand, and forbad the 
gathering. A few more days of ſuck 
unſeaſonable weather had inevitably 
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fpoiled the produce of the ground, 


and deſtroyed the ſtaff of life, But 


Divine Providence, at the very hour 
of need, reſtrained the immoderate 
thowers ; bid the ſun ſhine forth with 
peculiar brightneſs; and gave us the 
expected weeks of the harveſt. Thus 
reſcuing us from famine; perhaps, 
from peſtilence ; probably, from mu- 
tiny ; certainly, from a train of evils, 
the particulars of which we cannot ſo 
much as imagine. But 1s there not 
too much ground for the complaint, 


ſo pathetically urged, and ſo frequent- 


ly repeated by the prophet ; © Though 
„I have done all this for you, yet 
„have ye not returned unto me, 

& faith the LORD X.“ 
Behold, now, the ſtate of our na- 
tion. — Our ſins abound, and are 
grown 


» Amos iv. 6. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
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grown up to heaven—ſins of every, 
even the moſt horrid kind—ſins a- 
mong all ranks, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt—in our fins we perſiſt ; 
though wooed, as it were, with the 
choiceſt mercies: though made to 
{mart under various judgments ; tho? 
threatened with far more afflictive vi- 
fitations, And will the great, the 
mighty, the terrible GOD always 
bear with ſuch a people? will he re- 
ceive the moſt horrible indignities, 
and ſtill, ſtill refrain himſelt? ſurely, 
he will ay, with determined indigna- 
tion! „Ah, I will eaſe me of mine 
„ adverſaries, and avenge me of mine 
© enemies 4.”—Has he not evidently 
begun to ſhow us terrible things in 
righteouſneſs? and what, O! what 
may the end of theſe things he! how 

doleful, 


7 If. i. 24. | 
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doleful, how deſtructive! unleſs ſove- 
reign grace interpoſe, bringing us, by 
faith in the SON of GOD, to un- 
feigned repentance, and newneſs of 
life. Some notion we may form, 
concerning the end of theſe things, 
by unfolding the ſecond point, 

The judgments of GOD denounced 
on ſuch fins.—Where ſuch iniquities 
prevail, we might naturally conclude, 
that the divine indignation is awaken- 
ed, and the divine vengeance linger- 


eth not. Is there a GOD? does he 


behold the children of men? is his na- 
ture infinitely pure and holy? ſurely 
then he cannot, he will not ſuffer the 
moſt outrageous violations of his ſub- 
lime perfections, to paſs unpuniſhed. 


— Thus we might argue from the na- 
ture of GOD: this we might conjec- 


ture from the aſpect of things. But 
we have a more ſure word of prophe- 


cy. 


wn. 


/ 


P 
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cy. In this word, „the wrath of 
«-GOD is revealed againſt all ungod- 


<« lineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men .“ 


And ſee! in what flaming colours, by 
what frightful images, this wrath 1s 
repreſented, theſe judgments are de- 


{cribed. 
They are likened to à lion, rending 


his prey. The LORD had been © unto 


Ephraim as a moth, and to the 
«© houſe of Judah as a worm.” He 
had inflicted milder judgments; re- 
buking them gradually, and with- 
holding inferior comforts. His judg- 
ments were like a moth fretting the 
garment, or like a worm corroding 
the wood. In both which caſes, the 
conſumption creeps, as 1t were ; the 
waſting proceeds ſilently and flowly. 
Thus the chaſtiſing JEHOVAH acted ; 


giving 


Rom. i, 18. 
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giving the people ſpace for recollec- 
tion, and looking for repentance. 
But no repentance was produced. 
They continued irreclaimable, adding 
9 fin to fin. Then ſays the LORD, « I 
« will be unto Ephraim as a lion 


5 which, all fierce and ravenous, ruſhes 
J upon a lonely traveller. I will now 
* come forth, as an incenſed and irre- 
4 ſiſtible adverſary, and be“ as a roar- 
4 « ing lion to the houſe of Judah.“ 


IJ, even I, who am omnipotent, will 
tear, will deſtroy them with a mighty 
hand; and go away, ſatiated with 
laughter and vengeance. I will take 
away both prince and people ; I will 
take away their very place and na- 
tion ; and none ſhall have power to 
effect, or courage to attempt, a' ref 
cue l. If GOD do thus to perverſe 
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and incorrigible Judah, why ſhould 
we imagine, that he will deal other- 


wiſe with perverſe and incorrigible 
England: 
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They are deſcribed by- a Vood. 
Now therefore, behold, the LORD 
bringeth up upon them the water 
of the river, ſtrong and many, e- 
ven the king of Aſyria, and all his 
glory: and he ſhall come up over 
all his channels and go over all his 
banks. And he ſhall paſs through 
Judah; he ſhall overflow and go 
over ; he ſhall reach even to the 
neck, and the ſtretching out of his 
wings ſhall fill the breadth of thy 
land, O IMMANUEL *.” The king 


of Afſyria and his army, determined 
to invade Juda, are ſignified by © the 
« waters of the river.” Theſe © the 


* LORD 


* IC, viii y, 8. 
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« LORD bringeth up,“ over-ruling 
the purpoſes of ambitious princes, 
and making even their wicked de- 
ſigns ſubſervient to his holy will, 
They are, like the waters of an im- 
menſe flood, ſtrong and many; their 


multitude innumerable, and their 


force uncenquerable. For they ſhall 
come with all their glory; with their 
choiceſt troops, their ableſt command- 
ers, and their whole warlike artillery. 
* He ſhall come up over all his chan- 
* nels and go over all his banks ;” 
from all parts of his vaſt dominion, 
his troops ſhall be aſſembled; each 
province ſhall be draincd of its bravett 
inhabitants; and all unite to render 
this expedition one of the molt formi- 
dable, that ever was undertaken, — 
« He ſhall paſs through Judah; not 
only make inroads upon the frontiers, 
but puſh his way through the coun- 
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try, and penetrate the very heart of 
the kingdom. He ſhall overflow ;” 
ſpread terror and deſolation on every 
ſide, and in every quarter. He ſhall 
«© go over” villages, towns, cities, 
tribes; and bear down all before him. 
He © ſhall reach even to the neck ;” 

his ravages ſhall extend even to the 
royal city, to the very gates of the 
metropolis z threatening deſtruction 
to the palace of the king, and the 
walls of the temple. The ſtretch- 
ing out of his wings,” the ſeveral 
detachments and parties of his victori- 
ous army, © ſhall fill the breadth” of 
the land with havock, ſlaughter, and 
ruin. Even © of thy land, O TMM4- 
& NUEL.” Their relation to thee, 
ſhall procure no favour, ſhall afford no 
protection. They have diſhonoured 
that goodly . name, wherewith they 
were called. Therefore that goodly 
| name 
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name ſhall no longer ſtand in the 
breach, but pour itfelf with the tor- 
rent, and render it irreſiſtible. Such 
an inundation of judgments ſo terrible, 
10 deſtructive, have not we delerved, 
may not we expect? 

Tuksz judgments are compared to 
fire; and to the fierceſt of fires, that 
which glows in a Furnace. * The 
« houſe of J/rael is to me become 
* drols, all they are braſs, and tin, 
| and iron, and lead, in the midſt of 
f the furnace; they are even the 
« droſs of ſilver. Therefore thus 
g 5 ſaith the LORD GOD, becauſe ye 
is <« are all become droſs, behold there- 
10 fore I will gather you into the midſt 
3 "96:6 Feruſalem. As they gather braſs, 
, « and iron, and tin, and lend, into 
a * the midſt of the furnace, to blow 
; * the fire upon it, to melt it; fo will 
4 „ I gather you, in mine anger and in 
Wn; C 2 © my 
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* my fury; and Iwill leave you there, 
* and melt you. Yea, will gather 
you and blow upon you in the fire 
of my wrath, and ye ſhall be melt- 
« ed in the midſt thereof *. Aſto- 
niſhing words! and they are doubled! 
they are redoubled ! in order to alarm 
the inſenſible ſinners. As the ſword, 
by being brandiſhed in many a dread- 
Ful circle, over the criminal's head, 
ſtrikes terrour into his apprehenſions, 
before it does the work of vengeance 
on his heart, ——This generation is 
become braſs, impudent in their wic- 
kedneſs. They have a whore's fore- 
head : they cannot bluſh at their ini- 
quities, but glory in their ſhame.— 
They are tin; a degenerate race; 
children that are corrupters. They 
have forſaken the good old way, and 
ſwerved from the example of their 


cc 


fathers. 


'* Ezck, X Xii. 18. 29, 20. 21. 


. 
* * r « * 
— TY n 0 p 
at . , 


I 
{ 
45 
* 2 
£ 


. 


Sac 


: „e 
- $5 « $2 
„ d 
1 Ss; * ap. — SY = wo . * 
> .>S 


Fl „ * * * 
8 Fg” # 3 ©. a 
WW 


3 
1 
7 
. 


THE TIME OF DANGER, 43 


fathers —With regard to hardneſs of 

heart, they are as zrov. Impenitent 
amidſt all their guilt ; obſtinately te- 
nacious of their vices ; and not to be 
wrought upon by any addreſſes, not 


to be reclaimed by any expedients.— 


In another reſpect, they are as /ead; 
ſtupid and ſottiſh ; pliable to evil, but 
for any good purpoſe unmeet ; to e- 
very good work reprobate. 
Becauſe they are ſo exceedingly ſin- 
ful, they ſhall be overtaken by GOD's 
anger, and ſurrounded by his fury ; 
as metals, caſt into the midſt of a fur- 
nace, are ſurrounded with the raging 
heat. The flame of this wrath ſhall 
be blown, as with a vehement wind, 
to its utmoſt height. In this furnace 
they ſhall be /eft, to this wrath they 
{hall be abandoned; till, by a compli- 
cation of afflictions, reſembling the 
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complication of their vices, they are 
overcome, ſubdued and even melted. 
So melted, as to be either purged from. 
the droſs of their iniquities, or elſe 
blended together in one promiſcuous. 
ruin. 

Theſe judgments. are deſcribed by 
the terrible repreſentation of an end. 
An end of affluence and proſperity, of 
which we have gloricd. An end of 
power and ſtrength, in which we have 
truſted. An end of all national bleſ- 
fings, which we have not improved 
to GOD's honour, but turned into 
licentiouſneſs. © Thus faith the 
« LORD GOD; an end is come up- 
on the four corners of the land. 
The ſword without, and the peſti- 
lence and the famine within : he 
that 1s in the field ſhall die with the 
ſword, and he that is in the city, 
peſtilence and famine ſhall devour 
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e him 4,” For this we have been 


ripening, by an unintermitted courſe 


of ungodlineſs and iniquity. And 


what can be expected by an impeni- 
tent people, hating to be reformed ? 
what? but that judgments which 
have long been ſuſpended, ſhould at 
laſt be inflicted ? “An end is come. — 
& It is come upon the land.” It is a 
national viſitation. Not confined to 
a part, but extending to the whole. 
kingdom, —* Upon the four corners” 
of the land. No place ſhall be ex- 
empt ; nothing ſecure. Neither that 
which ſeems to, be moſt ſecret,} nor 
that which lies moſt remote. The 


vengeance is univerſal and inevitable. 


— The executioners of this vengeance 
take their ſtand, within and without, 
at home and abroad; ſo that to fly 
from one, is only to. fall into the 
| C 4 hands 

+ Ezck, vii. 2. 15. 
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hands of another. © He that is in 
** the field,” ſhall find no way to e- 
{cape, “but ſhall die with the ſword. 
He that is in the city,” ſhall obtain 
no protection, but “ famine and pe- 
+ ſttlence ſhall devour him.” Every 
city ſhall be a ſlaughter-houſe, and e- 
very field a field of blood. In city 
and country, fin, has prodigiouſly a- 
bounded ; ticrefore in city and coun- 
try, deſolation ſhall be made; deaths 
ſhall be multiplied ; miſeries ſhall a- 
bound. ; 
Theſe are ſome: of the images, by 
which the judgments and the wrath 
of GOD, are repreſented in the ſcrip- 
tures. But when all images are uſed, 
when fancy itſelf is exhauſted, we 
may truly cry out with the pſalmiſt; 
© who knoweth the power of thine 
anger |? If GOD whet his glitter- 


t Pal. xc. 11. 
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ing ſword, and his hand take hold on 
judgment, what can withſtand it, or 
who can ſuſtain it? If his wrath be 
kindled, yea but a little, © it ſhall con- 
„ ſume the earth, with her increaſe ; 
it ſhall ſet on fire the foundations 
© of the mountains; and burn to the 


„ loweſt hell &.“ 


Leſt you ſhould begin to ſay with- 
in yourſelves, theſe threatnings are 
applicable only to the Jews; I pro- 
ceed to ſhew, 

3. The certain execution of theſe or 
fome ſuch judgments on us, unleſs 
we fly to the appointed refuge. 

GOD is an infinite ſpeaker. In 
his word, he addreſſes himſelf to all 
generations of men, and to. every in- 
dividual of the human kind, where 
his holy revelation is made. It 1s 
therefore a certain rule, that when a- 

© +38 8 ny 


Deut. XX ii 22. 
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ny people, enlightened by the glorious 
goſpel, become, like Feru/alem, uni- 
verſally and incorrigibly corrupt ; they 
do, in Feruſalem's doom, read their 
own. 
GOD is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever, He remembereth his 
threatnings, as well as his promiſes, to 
a thouſand generations. Whatſoe- 
ver, of either kind, happened to our 
forefathers, © happened to them, 
* as enſamples” to us. And © what- 
„ ſoever was written aforetime, was 
« written for our learning.” Ob- 
ſerve, it was written, not for 
our amuſement, but for our learn- 
% ing and admonition ||.” That 
we may, as in a mirrour, ſee our own 
picture, and learn our own delti- 
ny. 
Is it not in a manner neceſſary, for 
the 


I Cor, X: 21. 


- 
3 
N. 
3 
+ Fa 
7.7 
i 
3 * 
1 
7 
be 
„ 
i 
* 
% 


—_—_—— 


" S 22 . 
e nts Fas 
ae acct eds »* 


7 * % an 
2 r nn n 
3 Ls WEI Ge o%q. iq eee 


i 
"1 
L 5 51 2 
; = 
q «© 
Ker 
- = 
* / 5 
15 q 
3 [-- 
>" 
4 
+ al 
þ 5 
« e * 
2 
4 
* 


N — 


* a _—_ ** 1 "I _— 1 . 
IL F.. <a Þ J nate, — 6 r * E * 25 Ln to 4 Fe 2 —— p . 
. e 


THE TIME.OF DANGER 49 


the manifeſtation of GOD's inflexible 
juſtice, and his unalterable hatred of 
fin, that judgments ſhould take their- 
courſe; when iniquity rears its head, 
and refuſes to be controuled ? At ſuch. 
a juncture does not every one of the 
divine attributes cry aloud? © O- 
LORD GOD, to whom vengeance. 
© belongeth ; thou GOD to whom- 
* vengeance belongeth, ſhew thyſelf.“ 
— And how can the juſtice of GOD, 
with regard to a wicked nation, be 
ſhewa ; but by executing his ven- 


geance upon them, in temporal cala- 


mities ? 
Conſider, Sirs; the very eſſence of 
political communities is temporal, 
purely temporal. It has no exiſtence 
but in this world. Hereafter, ſinners 


will be judged and puniſhed, ſingly | 
and in a perſonal capacity only, How: | 
then ſhall HE, that is ruler among the , 


bY nations, 
/ 
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nations, maintain the dignity of his 
government over the kingdoms of the 
earth, but by infliting national pu- 
niſhments, for national provocations ; 
and, for final impenitence, total de- 
ſtruction? 

Beſides ; has not the LORD always 
ated in this manner? Go back to the 
generations of old. Contemplate 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities a- 
bout them. Well watered every 
where, even as the garden of the 
LORD. Yet „this fruitful land is 
„made barren,” theſe populous ci- 
ties are turned into aſhes, for the 
« wickedn<cis of them that dwell 
* therein 4;” for their pride and idle- 
neſs; for their voluptuous and wan— 
ton indulgencies, “ for which things 
& ſake, the wrath of GOD,” not only 
has come, in formcr ages, and in 


diſtant 
F Pal, evii. 34 
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diſtant nations; but in every age, 
cometh, and in every nation will come, 
upon the children of diſobedience ].“ 
Paſs over to Babylon; the grandeſt 
city that the ſun ever beheld. Which 
{et calamity at defiance ; ſaying in her 
heart, I ſhall be a lady for ever *. 
How is ſhe fallen; © ſwept with the 
* beſom of deſtruQion 4! Not 6 
much as a trace or footſtep of her an- 
cient glory left! and ſhall we be ſafe, 
when thoſe very iniquities prevail a- 
f mong us, which raſcd the foundations 
5 of the Babylonian metropolis, and over- 
threw the be of the Baby- 
lonian monarchy ? 
4 Take a vicw of Conſtantinople; once 
4 the moſt flouriſhing chriſtian city in 
! the world. Where the firit chriſtian 
emperor filled the throne, and Chry- = 
4 ſoſtom that t chriſtian orator the 
1 pulpit. 
Col. ii, 6. ® If, xlvii, 7. f 16 xiv. a3. 
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pulpit. Then it was glortoully 
lightened with the knowledge of FE- 
SUS CHRIST. Grace and truth dwelt 
in it; and the beauties of holineſs a- 
dorned it. But now the candleſtick 
is removed. It is now given up to in- 
fidelity and barbarity. Is now full of 
darkneſs, and crucl habitations. 

Come hither then, ye careleſs ones, 
and ſee what deſolation fin has made 
in the earth. On account of fin, So- 
dom was conſumed, as in a moment; 
3 is totally deſtroyed, + Con- 


ſtantinople 


+ Will any, taiſed in their own conceit above the vulgar 
level, neglect theſe admonitions with a ſmile ot diſdain ? Be- 
cauſe they can aſſign the ſecond cauſes ot ſome ſuch evils, as 
bave been deſcribed, will they therefore quiet their ſpirits, 
amidit the alarming proſpect of judgments from heaven ?=-=. 
They hav: heard (make no doubt) that a midnight debauch 
in Baye and a popular ſedition in Jeruſalem, left che gates 
of the former pfeαν to Cyrus and the walls ot the latter 
without defence to Ve/paſian. Perhaps they will ſuppoſe that. 
the overthrow of Sodom, was occaſioned by the flock of an 
earthquake ; and that the fire from heaven was produced by 
ſulplurcous exhalations. 

Be 
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ftantinople bas loſt her glory. And 
have we a hcenee to fin with impunt- 
ty? are our fins lefs heinous, than 
thoſe of other people? Quite the re- 
verſe, Conſidering the many bleſſings, 
which we enjoy, as a nation, the 

many 


Be the premiſes ever ſo certain, is there any thing rational 
in the concluſion ? Is not what we term the courſe of nature, 
the incefſarit adminiſtration of PROVIDENCE? are not ma- 
ny of its ordinary appearances very evident indications of a 
righicous and holy government, unalterably determined to 
puniſh fan ? The poverty and ignominy of the lazy vaga- 
bond ; the diſeaſes of the debauchee, and the diſtreſſes of the 
ſpendthritt; are theſe leſs manife't ns of divine diſpleaſure, 
becauſe they are the immediate effect of an evil condut ? 
are they not as certainly the judicial, the penal, as they are 
the natural conſequences ot vice? 

Let thoſe thercrore, who fear not judgments, compare 
cauſes and events, If indulence, avarice, and ven:lity ; if 
pleaſure, luxury, and prodigality; if youth withou princi- 
ples, trade men without honeſty, aud nobles without honour ; 
it theſe are allowed to be, either provoking immoralities, or 
fat-l ſymptoms; I fear the ruin of Ergland cannot be far off. 
GOD Almighty grant we miniſters may oct accelerate the 
fall ot our country, by neglecting to warn every man aud ex- 
hort every man, to receive the ſalvation of CHRIST, and 
fie from the wrath to come. | 


— 
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many deliverances we haye enjoyed, 
as a proteſtant nation ; the numberleſs 
advantages for religious knowledge 
and religious practice, which we both 
have enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all 
the nations on earth—conſidering 
theſe circumſtances, our wickedneſs 
Juen aggravated; it admits of no 
excuſe; it exceeds the abominable 
practices of the heathens. What then 
can prevent our ruin ? 

Will you reply? “ We faſt, and 
humble ourſelves before the LORD.“ 
- —] aſk. Do we faſt from fin? are 
our faſt-days the beginning of a goſ- 
pel reformation? when we abſtain 
from our daily bread, do we turn by 
faith to FESUS CHRIST? that © eat- 
ing his fleſh, and drinking his blood, 
« we may live through him *?“ Live 
in holineſs here and live in glory here- 
after, 


a 


* John vi. $7» 
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after, by applying his immaculate 
righteouſnefs to our ſouls? —lf this is 
the caſe, we may entertain reviving 
hopes. The ſcripture ſpeaks good 
words, and comfortable words, to ſuch 
people; be their condition ever fo vile, 
or their guilt ever ſo great. But alas! 
are we not juſt the ſame perſons, 2 
day after our faſt, as we were befon 
as vain in our converſation, and as 
forgetful of GOD ? as fond of folly, 
and as negligent of divine grace; as 
mad upon our idols, of carnal gratifi- 
cation, and worldly gain? If fo, our 
faſts are not an acceptable, no, nor a 
reaſonable ſervice; but a mere moc- 
kery of the omniſcient Majeſty. May 
he not juſtly uſe that upbraiding ex- 
poſtulation ; + Will ye ſteal, and com- 
mit adultery, and ſwear falſely, and 
« walk after other Gods,” ſerving, 
not the LORD JEHOVAH, but di- 


Vers 


| brethren, leſt thoſe very things which 
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vers luſts and pleaſures ; and then with 
hypocritical devotion, “ ſtand before 
© me in this houſe, which is called by 
« my name ?? 7 
Perhaps, you are ready to alledge; 
* Our alms will deliver us. The ſon 
* of Sirach exhorts us, to ſhut up alms 
„in our flore-houſes ; and affures us, 
that they hall fight for us againſt our 
« enemies better than a mighty jhield 
and ſtrong ſpear -l. And when was 
there a greater flow of beneficence, 
& obſervable in our own, or in any 
land? what ſums have been given 
to the poor, during this ſeyere ſea- 
« ſon of cold and ſcarcity! what hoſ- 


< pitals. of various ſorts and other cha- 


& ritable foundations have been ſet on 


foot, and are ſupported through 
© the kingdom.” —Let us beware, 


{ Jer. Vii, g. 1%, * Ecclus, KXIX, 12. 13. 
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we look upon as our recommendation, 
thould prove an offence. If our alms 


proceed not from faith in FESUS 


. CHRIST, and an unfcigned zeal for 


the glory of GOD ; if they are not 
accompanied with a ſpirit of love to 
his name, and with a courſe of obedi- 
ence to his commands : hear, what 
the LORD himſelf ſays concerning 
ſuch works; ſee, what a figure they 
make in his ſight; and then judge, 
whether they are likely to be a ſecuri- 
ty to our land. I hate, I deſpiſe 
your feaſt-days, and I will not ſmell 
in your ſolemn aſſemblies. Though 
« ye offer me burat-offerings and 
& your meat-offerings; 1 will not ac- 
„ cept them; neither will I regard 
the peace-offerings of your fat beaſts. 
«© Take thou away from me the noiſe 
of thy ſongs; for I will not hear 
s the melody of thy viols,” Hymns 


of 
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of praiſe, you ſee, are no other than 
a naſe in the LORD's ear; the moſt 


coltly ſervices of religion, are no bet- 


ter than a ſmoke in his noſtrils; unleſs 
judgment, and the love of GOD, run 
down as a river ; unleſs righteouſneſs, 
and the faith of CHRIST abound as a 
mighty flream &. 

Do you ſtill conceit yourſelves, that, 
becauſe there are many righteous per- 
ſons remaining, they will ſtand in the 
gap; they will turn away the anger 
of the LORD; and be as the chariots 
of Iſrael, and the horſemen of Yael, 
to our endangered ſtate Hear, what 
a charge the ſupreme JEHOVAH gave 
to his prophet, when the provocations 
of Iſrael were riſen to a very high 
pitch. Pray not thou for this peo- 
4 ple, neither lift up cry nor pray 
&« for them, neither make interceſſions 

6c to 
* Amos v. 21. 43, 44. 
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© to me: for I will not hear thee 4.” 
Amazing and awful prohibition ! yet 
it is repeated, again and again! — 
GOD's profeſſing people may, by their 
exceſſive wickedneſs, become ſo in- 
ſufferably loathſome; that, were the 
greateſt jaints to make ſupplication in 
their behalf, they ſhould not prevail. 
Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, men 
mighty in prayer, and zealous for the 
welfare of their neighbours ; though 
theſe three men, (who had each by 
his ſingle interceſſion procured bleſ- 
ſings from heaven) were uniting their 
petitions in the midit of this profligate 
generation; “ as I live, ſaith the 
„LOAD GOD, they ſhall deliver 
„ neither ſons nor daughters; they 
& only ſhall be delivered, but che land 
* ſhall be deſolate 5. 


The 


+ Jer. vii, 16. 
+ Jer. xi. 14. xiv. 25, $ Ezck, x iv. 16. 
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The land ſhall be deſolate—Dolefut 
ſound ! diſmal decree! and has it not, 
long ago, been carried into execution ? 
Was not Feruſalem ploughed as a field, 
and trodden down by the Gentiles? 
Are not the inhabitants rooted out of 
their dwellings, and ſcattered to all 
the ends of the earth ? While their 
country is given us, for a prey and 
for a poſſeſſion to ſtrangers, to infi- 
dels, to Turks. 

Perhaps, you will ſay; © The Jews 
e crucified the LORD of glory, and 
rejected his goſpel, therefore wrath 
* came upon them to the uttermoſt.” 
—And are we innocent in this reſpe&? 
are not we verily, are not we greatly 
guilty, concerning this thing? is 
CHRIST reccived into the hearts of 
men, with deep adoration of his per- 
fon, as IMMANUEL GOD with us? 
Do they glory and delight theniſclves 

| 18 


— 


the REDEEMER's; repreſenting him, 
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in his complete redemption, as finiſh- 
ed by the great GOD and our SAVI- 
OUR? Do they confide in him alone 
for their juſtification, as an infinite 
ſurety, and as JEHOVAH our righte-, 


douſneſs? Do they depend on him a- 


lone for their ſanctification, as FESUS 
who ſaves his people from their ſins, 
and ſanctifies them through his blood ? 
Do they count all things but dung, 
for the excellency of CHRIST, and his 
incomprehenſible merit ?—Alas! is 
not his goſpel, though the light of the 
world, diſregarded and deſpiſed ? Is 
not his name, though a name above 
every name, derided and blaſphemed? 
Are not the influences of his eternal 
SPIRIT, though the very life of our 
ſouls, exploded and ridiculed? They 
who would exalt the SAVIOUR; 
would make every theat bow down to 


as 
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as the Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending, in the ſalvation 
of ſinners, thoſe preachers, thoſe wri- 
ters, thoſe believers are treated as 
© the fooliſh people that dwell in 
Sichem &.“ | 
What the Jews did through igno- 
rance, we, who call ourſelves chriſtians, 
Engliſhmen, proteitants; we do know- 
ingly, wilfully, and of malicious wick - 
edneſs. And if we thus trample upon 
the blood, which alone can ſcreen us; 
if we thus crucify afreſh that FESUS, 
who is our only hope; what can we 
look for, but vengeance and hiery in- 
dignation? If we ourſelves, with our 
own hands, demoliſh the only barrier; 


what can enſue, but an inundation of 


wrath, tribulation, and anguiſh? 
Conſider theſe things, brethren. 


The LORD enable you to diſcern the 


ſigns 
*-Ecclus, I. 36. 
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ſigns of the times! then you will ac- 
knowledge, that we have reaſon to be 
alarmed; to tremble; to be horribly 
afraid. Are not theſe iniquities the 
Achans, that will affuredly bring 
diſtreſs and trouble, if not deſtruc- 
tion, upon our countiy? Are not 
theſe iniquities the Jonas, that will 
awaken the divine diſpleaſure, and 
deliver up our veſſels to the tempeſt, 
if not to ſhipwreck ? 

Is any one diſpoſed to ſay within 
himſelf ? „Though others may be 
„ guilty of theſe fligrant iniquitics, 
« yet am not I. —Remeinber, my 
friend, the prophet 1/azah. He was, 
at leaſt, as free from theſe flagr int ini- 
quities as yourſelf. Yet he laments, 
and with painful apprehenfioas, the 
guilt of his countrymen, as well as his 
own f. Remember king Joſiah. 

| D Though 
+ If, vi. 5. 
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Though a holy man and a juſt, he 
rent his clothes, and trembled at 
GOD's word, denouncing vengeance 
aga! (t an irreligiovs people &. 
Conſider „lic, whether you have 
not been at: acc flary, even where you 
was not the principal. Though you 
have not joined with the more pro- 
fligate ſinners, have ydu not connived 
at their iripiety? Do their affronts 
offered to the King of heaven, rouſe 
you into a becoming zeal, to vindicate 
his injured honour? or, becauſe iniqui- 
ty has abounded, 1s not your love, and 
the love of many, waxed old ,? Have not 
we, alas! have not we been cowards 
and traitors, while others have been 
profeſſed eneniacs and rebels? 

Beſides; have not you, have not 1, 
have not all contributed, in many, 
many inſtances, to ſwell the ſcore of 


national 
4; a Kings xxii. 11. 13. f Matth. xxiv, 13. 
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national provocations? is not every fin 
a diſobedience of GOY's moiſt holy 
command? is not every fin a defiance 
of his uncontroulable authority ? is not. 
every fin an imitation of the devil? 
does it not create a kind of hell in the 
heart? muſt it not, therefore, be in- 
conceivably odious to the Holy, Holy, 
Holy LORD GOD of Sabaoth If fo, 
how guilty are the very beſt among 
us! how has every one added to the 
load, that dreadful load, which is 
likely to fink the nation in ruin! 
ſhould not every one, thereafter, ſmite 
upon his breaſt; and ſay with the pe- 
nitent, What have I done! and cry 
with the publican, GOD be merciful to 
me a ſinner ! 
Will you ſtill flatter yourſelf? “ All 
c theſe judgments may be delayed. 
* They may not come in my tima 
I anſwer; if there be any truth in 
D 2 | G0 D', 


* 
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:GOD's word; if any conjecture is to 
be made from the appearance of things; 
theſe judgments are near. They are 


at the door. They are like the ax in 


the executioner's hand, which has 


beer) pajſcd, has received its laſt ele- 


vation, and is now falling on the cri- 


0 . minal's neck. — Vet if theſe ſhould be 
with held for a ſeaſon, will not ſick- 


neſs come upon you? are not many 
diſaſters ly ing in ambuſh to ſeize you; 
is not death ſharpening his arrow; 
perhaps, fitting it to the ſtring; or 
even aiming at your life; is not the 
day, the dreadful day approaching, 
when the ſhout of the arch-angel and 
the trump of GOD will be heard; when 
the dead ſhall ariſe, and ee 


earth flee away? Will not the LORD, 
the LORD GOD omnipotent quickly 


come, © with thouſands of his ſaints; 
to execute judgment upon all, and 
* to 
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& to convince all that are ungodly of 
all their ungodly deeds, which they 
have ungodlily committed; and of 
all their hard ſpeeches, which un- 
* godly finners have ſpoken againſt 
* him &.“ 

Take then, my dear hearers, take 
the advice of the greateſt of preachers, 
and the wiſeſt of men; The prudent 
“ foreſeeth the evil, and hideth him- 
* ſelf .“ — Behold! the rains are de- 
ſcending, and the flood is coming ;. 
haſten like + Noah, haſten to your ark. 
See! the ſkies are kindling all around, 
and the ſhafts of vengeance are ready 
to fly. Make haſte, oh! make haſte, 
and delay not the time, to get into a 
hiding place.—Let me found in your 
ears the angel's admonition ; and may 


the LORD of angels, may the friend 


of ſinners, convey it to your hearts! 
D 3 „ eſcape: 


Aude 14, TR } Prov. xxii. 3. 


4 
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« eſcape for your lives, leſt ye be con- 
„ ſumed.” Leſt the judgments of 
GOD, and the wrath of GOD, more 
to be feared than a deluge of waters, 
more to be feared than a torrent of 
flames, ſurround you ſuddenly —ſeize 


v avoidably—and overwhelm you 


ip ruin, temporal and eternal: 

 O! thatI might prevail! O that GOD 
nd make you ſenſible of your peril ! 
O that man, woman, and child would 
alk ; ** How ſhall Ibefafein the day of 
« vilitation 2 ſhew me the ark! ſhew 


e me the refuge !*?—-1 ſhould then, 
— with great ſatisfaction, proceed to 
anſwer this enquiry; and point out 


CHRIST to your ſouls, as the only 
hiding-place, as the /ure hiding-place, 


where you may certainly ſind ſafety. 


But this muſt be the buſineſs, the 
plealing buſineſs of my next diſcourſe. 
Let me beſeech you, in the mean 
i time, 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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time, to lay theſe alarming truths to 
heart. Let them- impreſs your con- 
ſcience | let them penetrate your ſouls! 
and O thou gracious, thou Almighty 
LORD GOD, do thou command 
them to fink deep into all our minds. 
That we may, with Ezra thy prieſt, 
ſit down a/hamed and aſtoniſhed F, un- 
der a ſenſe of our manifold iniquities. 
— That we may, with thy ſervant 
Fob, © abhor ourſelves, and repent 
* in. duſt and aſhes 1. - That we may 
in the words, and with the compunc- 
tion of thy. prophet, cry out; Woe 
* is me: for I am undone: braſs 1 
* am a, man of unclean lips; and I 
„ dwell in the midſt of a people of 
&« unclean lips E. 8 

D 4 SERMON. 
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Hes. Xi. 28. 


7 brough faith he kept the paſſover, and 
- the ſprinkling of blood, leſt he that 

deſtroyed the Jeſs ſhould touch 
| wav" 500 1 | 


E have been conſidering the 


danger of our nation, occa- 
goned—by the fin of its inhabitants 
by the judgments of GOD, denounced 
againſt ſuch ſinners— by the certain 


execution of his righteous threatenings, 


unlefs we fly to the appointed refuge. 
When ſuch is the ſtate of a nation, 
5 | it 


- 
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it is high time for the watchmen on 
her walls, to lift up their voice, Not 


indeed to ſpread vain terrors, but to- 


give notice of the approaching evil. 
To warn the unwary; to call in the 


ſtragglers; and urge every one to re- 


tire into a place of ſafety. 

Having, in the preceding diſcourſe, 
attempted to diſcharge this office ; I 
{hall now, brethren, as in the pre- 
ſence of the all-ſeeing GOD, aſk—. 
Have we been attentive to theſe things? 
are we alarmed with a ſenſe of our 
guilt and our peril? have we, with 
the prophet aiab, lamented our own, 
and the fins of our people ?—lf fo, 
we {hall highly prize, we {hall ardent- 
ly defire, the ſame coaſolation, and 
the ſame relief, which the GOD of 
infinitely free goodneſs vouchſafed to 
his ſervant. Then flew one of the 


* ſeraphims unto me, having a live 


D 8 p ＋ CORE; 
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* coal in his hand, which he had ta- 
„ken from off the altar, and he laid 
& it upon my mouth.” An action, 
which repreſents the very thing, fig- 
nified in the text, by“ the ſprinkling 
& of blood *.“ 
The altar typified CHRIST ; who 
3s both the ſacrifice that makes the a- 
tonement; and the altar, that ſancti- 
fies the gift the live- coal ſeems to be- 
token the word of grace, and the 
word of life; which brings the glad 
tidings of the goſpel, and teſtifies of 
the bleeding FESUS.— Laying this 
„upon the mouth,” very fignificantly 
denotes the application of CHRIST and 
his great atonement, When this is 
done, under the influence of the 8PI- 
RIT and by means of faith, then © 1- 
“ niquity is taken away and fin pur- 
| & ged;” taken away from the fight 
| of 
II. vi. 7. 
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of GOD, and purged from the fin- 
ner's conſcience. Guilt is aboliſhed.; 
fear ceaſes - but this leads us to our 
ſecond particular. 


II. The method of ſecurity from 
danger, effected by © Keeping the 
% paſlover, and ſprinkling the blood.“ 


Moſes was appriſed of a dreadful 
vengeance, to be inflicted on Egypt. 
Jhe moſt dreadful, that ever was 
known, ſince the beginning of their 
nation. S0 dreadful, that it would 
make every ear tingle, and every 
heart bleed. The deſtroying angel 
was to paſs through all the territories 
of Pharaoh, and ſmite every firſt- born 
both of man and beaſt. So that, be- 
fore the morning there ſhould be heaps 
of {lain in the cities, the villages, the 
fields. Not a houſe exempt ; not a 


os an family 
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family ſpared ; not a herd, not a flock, 
free from the fatal calamity. 

Moſes feared the blow. He feared, 
as the text intimates, the leaſt touch 
of the divine executioner's ſword. 
Knowing, that it would cruth him 
and his people, as a moth is cruthed 
by the falling millſtone. He is there- 
fore greatly ſolicitous to provide for 
their welfare. But what expedient 
ſhall he uſe!?—ſhall he give them or- 
ders, to cloſe their windows, and bar 
their doors; to erect fortifications, 
and ſtand upon their defence? alas! 
before an inviſible hand, armed with 
the vengeance of heaven, all ſuch pre- 
cautions would have been as a ſpark 
before the whirlwind.—Shall he af- 
ſemble the warriors, or detach parties 
of ſoldiers to patrole the ftreets, and 
guard the houſes ? Vanity of vanities ! 
the ſword of the avenging angel, 

| would 
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would pierce through legions and le- 
gions of ſuch guards, as lightning pe- 
netrates the yielding air.— Shall the 
whole congregation bend their knees, 
with ſolemn confeſſion of their ſins, 
and fincere reſolutions of future a- 
mendment? This was highly neceſ- 
fary to be done, but extremely im- 
proper to 'be rehed on. It would 


have been relying on a broken reed, 


and deſpiſing the ordinance of the 
HOLY ONE. 

The LORD himſelf appoints a me- 
thod of preſervation. Myſes is direct- 
ed to lay a lamb. Each family in 
Iſrael is to do the ſane. Having re- 
ceived the blood into a baſon, they 


are to ſprinkle it, not on the threſhold, 


but on the hotel and fide-polts of their 
doors. This thall be a fizn to the de- 
ſtroying angel. Looking upon this 
fign, he will paſs over the houſe ; will 

ſtrike 
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ſtrike no blow, and execute no ven- 
geance, where- ever he ſees the blood 
ſprinkled.— All this, in purſuance of 
the divine direction, being performed; 


with faith and tranquillity they wait 


the event. 

You will ſay perhaps; what is all 
this to us? I anſwer ; it is a pattern 
for our imitatjion.— Are we then to 
do the very ſame thing? We are to 
do, what their practice typified. The 
ſhadow was theirs, the ſubſtance is 
ours. The blood of the lamb typified 
the blood of CHRIST ; who is the 
LAMB of GOD, lain for the fins of 
the world.—By the blood of CHRIST 

is frequently ſignificd, in ſcripture, the 
whole * merit of his life and death, of 
his 

Being juſtificd by his Bld. Rom. v. 9. That is; being 
pardoned, being made righteous, and heirs of all ſpiritual 
bleſſings — Thou haſt redeemed us to GOD y thy bad. Rev. 


Y, 9+ That is; thou haſt delivered us trom all fn and all 
wrath; 


* 
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his actions and ſufferings, of his trials 
and graces. Which fſatisſied GOD's 
Juſtice, and magniſied GOD*s law. 
Which made propitiation for iniquity, 
and brought in an everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs.— Well does the apoſtle call it 
precious blood. Unſpeakably precious 
are its effects. It appeaſes the wrath 
of GOD, revealed from heaven; and 
makes peace between the offended 
CREATOR, and the offending crea- 
ture. Sprinkled on the conſcience, it 


takes away all guilt, and ſecures from 


all vengeance—This, therefore, my 
brethren, this blood 1s our ſecurity. 


This 


wrath ; thou haſt reconciled us to the Almighty MAJESTY, 
and introduced us into his bliſstul preſence ---Th-1e bleſſings, 
aſcribed to our LORD's blood, ate conteffedly the fruit, not 
barely of his ſufferings, but of his whole humiliation, obe- 
dience, and death. Theretore in a valuable dictionary of 
the moſt valuable words and phiaſes, we have this explication 
of the blood of the LAMB ; © The ſacrifice of CHRIST 
death. together with his perfect righteouſneſs and holineſs 
** imputed,” See Wilſon's Chriſt. Di, 
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This is to our ſouls what the blood of 
the paſchal lamb was to the 1/raeliti/h 
families. The name of the LORD,” 
the grace and goodnels of GOD, ma- 
nifeſted in the death and obedience of 
CHRIST “ is a ſtrong tower; not on- 
ly the righteous' perſon, but the 
diſtreſſed creature, and the endanger- 
ed ſinner, © runneth unto it, and is 
„ 

Since this is a point of the W 
importance, it cannot be too clearly 
diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſtablithed. 
For this purpoſe, the ſcripture gives 
us ſeveral moſt amiable and inſtructive 
views of CHRIST, as our refuge and 
ſafcty.— lle is called a hiding-place f. 
To a hiding-place people retreat, and 
are ſecure from their enemies; even 
from thoſe cruel enemies, that ſeek 
their deitruction. Thus the prophets, 

| whom 


+ Prov. xviii. 10, + If, XX Xi. 2. 
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whom Obadiah hid by fifty in a cave, 
were ſecure from Ahab's tyranny, and 
FezebePs perſecution. So, the ſoul 
that flies to CHRIST; that takes ſan- 
ctuary under the blood of ſprinkling; 
is ſecure from the moſt formidable of 
all enemies. Is ſecure from all the 
wrath due to ſin; and from every ac- 


cuſation, which Satan can bring. To 


ſuch a perſon ſhall be fulfilled, what is 


ſpoken by the prophet FJeremiab; 


«© when the iniquity of Vael ſhall be 
„ ſought for, there ſhall be none; and 


the fins of Judah they ſhall not be 


« found &.“ 

CHRIST is ſtyled a covert from the 
tempeſt. © A man,” ſays I/azah, that 
is, the GOD-Man CHRIST JESUS, 
* ſhall be as an hiding-place from the 
&«& wind, and a covert from the tem- 
« peſt f.“ When the thunders roar, 

and 


Jer. l. 20. 


+ If, XX ü. a. 
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and the lightnings flaſh; when the 
clouds pour down water, and-a horrid 
ſtorm comes on; all, that are in the 
open air, retire under the branches 
of a thick tree, or fly to ſome other 
commodious ſhelter, What ſtorm 
can be ſo dreadful as the righteous 
vengeance of GOD, poured out upon 
a finful nation? what ſtorm can be ſo 
dreadful as the eternal vengeance of 
GOD, poured out upon a ſinful foul? 
To both theſe we are expoled; to 
both theſe we are juſtly liable. But 
CHRIST's blood and righteouſneſs are 
a covert, Hither we may fly, and 
be ſcreened ; hither we may fly, and 
be ſafe. ' Safe as was Noah, when he 
entered the, ark! and GOD's own 
hand cloſed the door, and GOD's 
own eye guided its motions. For 


there is no condemnation,” of any 
kind 
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kind or from any quarter, ** to them 
that are in CHRIST FESUS *.”? 
CHRIST is compared to a © ſtrong- 
© hold.” © Turn ye to the ſtrong- 
hold,“ ſays the prophet Zechariah 4. 
When ſoldiers fly from a victorious 
army, being admitted into an impreg- 
nable caſtle, they are beyond the reach 
of danger. They give theft fears to 
the wind, and repoſe themſelves in 
tranquillity. When ſinners fly by 
faith to the dying FESUS, they alſo 
from henceforth are in a © tower of 
* ſalvation j.” They may ſay, each 
one for himſelf; “ Soul, take thine 
« eaſe. All thy guilt is laid upon 
% thy LORD, and puniſhed in thy 
„ ſurety. The flaming ſword of 
“ juſtice is returned to the ſheath, 
having received full ſatisfaction from 
the ſufferings of CHRIST. The 


* curſe 
© Rom. viii. 2. 7 Zech. Is, 14. 12 Sam. xxiz. 51. 
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& curſe of a violated law is no more, 
% having been executed, to the ut- 
„ moſt, upon the perion of my RE- 
«© DEEMER.. Nay, its curſc is turn- 
« ed into a bleſſing. For, CHRIST 
& has redeemed us from the curſe of 
„ the law, that the bleſſing of Abra- 
* ham might come upon us Gentiles ||.” 
Even the bleſſing of perfect reconci- 


“ lation, and everlaſting friendſhip, 
„ with GOD molt high.” 


This leads me to mention another 


beautiful compariſon, which repreſents 
CHRIST, not only as the cauſe of 
ſafety, but as the ſource of conſola- 
tion. He ſhall be © as rivers ot water 
“in a dry place, and as the ſhadow of 
« a great rock in a weary land $.?— 
In a dry place, burnt up for want of 
moiſture, nothing is ſo deſirable, no- 
thing ſo refreſhing, as water. To 

the 


| Gal. ij. 13, 14. S IC, X XL X1l. * · 
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the poor ſinful ſoul, of whoſe condi- 
tion the parched ground is a fit reſem- 
blance, CHRIST ſhall be, not barely 


as the morning dew, not barely as the 
tranſient ſhower, but as a river! yea, 


as “ rivers of water,“ that flow in 


copious and never-failing ſtreams thro? 


the thirſty ſoil. Making even the 
ſandy deſart green with herbage, and 
gay with flowers..—In a ſultry clime, 
where the ſun pours inſufferable heat, 
and all things languiſh under the gla- 
ring rays, nothing is ſo chearing to 
the labourer, nothing ſo welcome te 
the traveller as a cool and gloomy 
ſhade. A poor ſoul, affaulted by the 
fiery darts of Satan, and diſtreſſed 
with the remembrance of former ini- 
quities, is this ſultry clime or weary 
land. But CHRIST and his atone- 
ment are, not barcly as the boughs of 
an oak, which extend their coolneſs 


to 
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to a ſmall diſtance; not barely as the 
canopy of an alcove, through which 
much of the glowing influence pene- ' 
trates: but like the ſhadow of a rock, 
a great rock. Which projects the 
friendly ſhade, over many a league; 
Which has repelled and excluded the 
ſun, through all preceding ages; and 
gives you, as it were, © the cold of 
* ſnow amidſt the heat of harveſt &.“ 
Here then, brethren, is our ſecuri- 
ty amidſt all peril, The blood, the 
righteouſneſs, the infinitely glorious 
perſon of CHRIST. Theſe are our 
hiding-place—theſe are our covert 
theſe are our ſtrong-hold. And (bleſ- 
ſed be GOD.) the doors ſtand wide 
open. They are never ſhut, night 
nor day. The accels 1s free for any ; 
free for all; free for the greateſt ſin- 
ners. We are not only allowed but 
we 


Prov. XXV. 13. 
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we are invited; nay, we are com- 
manded, to approach; to enter; to 
enjoy the protection Or as the words 
of the text expreſs it, to ſprinkle the 
blood on our ſouls. 

Sprinkle the blood on our ſouls! 
you will probably ſay, © What does 
* this fignify? what was done my 
* Mzſes, when he ſprinkled the viſible 
% blood, we eaſily apprehended. But 
© how can we ſprinkle the blood of 
& CHRIST, which we never ſaw? the 
& blood of CHRIST, whom the hea- 
“ yens have received?” — This is one 
of thoſe myſteries, which the na- 
tural man underſtandeth not. He 
can form no notion of it. It is foolifſh- 
neſs to his apprehenſion. "Therefore 


may the eternal SPIRIT, both teach 


us to underſtand the doctrine, and 
enable us to practiſe the duty 


To ſprinkle the blood of CHRIST, 
is 


| 
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is truly to believe in CHRIST; in his 


infinite atonement, and everlaſting 


righteouſneſs. It is, to receive theſe 
bleſſings, as GOD's free gift to men; 
to ſinners; to ourſelves in particular. 
And, having received, to make con- 
tinual ½ of them, in every time of 
trial, for every occaſion of need.. 
Perhaps, this doctrine may become 
clearer, if we illuſtrate it by an 


example. A remarkable example 


we have, in the practice of Da- 
vid. After the commiſſion of his 
grievous crimes, he did, in a very emi- 
nent manner, ſprinkle the blood. For 
he ſaid unto the LORD, © Thou 
* ſhalt purge me with hyflop,” (the 


inſtrument of ſprinkling the typical 


blood) “ and I ſhall be clean. Thou 


„ ſhalt waſh me,” in the fountain 
opened for fin and uncleannels, “ and 


© I ſhall be whiter than ſnow “.“ This 
fountain 
+ Pal, li. 7. 
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fountain he looked upon, as opened 


for hrs ſins; and fully ſufhicient to 


cleanſe him from all his filthineſs. So 
that he ſhould be as free from ſpot, 
before the righteons Judge, as the 
ſnow on Salmon was free from ſtain.— 


Had he ſaid within himſelf; „My 


<« crimes are too great, for this blood 
© to expiate. Or, this blood cannot 
ebe ſhed, for ſo vile an offender, as I 
* am.” He would then have put the 
atonement far from him, together 
with all its explating virtue. This 
would have been, not to apply, but 
to throw away the blood: not to 
{prinkle it upon the foul, but to pour 


it upon the ground. 


Come then, brethren ; come, fel- 
low-ſinners ; let us alſo, in this day of 
fear and danger, look unto CHRIST 
as dying that we may live; as made 
an, that we may be made the righte- 
E ouſneſs 


Fy 


Y 
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ouſneſs of GOD in him; as made a 
curſe, that we may inherit eternal 
bleſſedneſs.—Let ys look unto FESUS, 
as taking our nature, and ſtanding in 
our ſtead. Behold him, apprehended 
as a thief; ignominiouſly bound; and 
marked with the laſhes of the ſcourge. 
Behold him, crowned with thorns; 
his hair clotted, his face diſcoloured, 
his breaſt and ſhoulders all bedewed, 
with his own moſt innocent blood. 
Behold him nailed to the croſs; hang- 
ing, in the moſt racking poſture, till 
his bones are out of joint; hanging a- 
midſt malefactors, forſaken of GOD, 
of angels, and men. Behold him, 
bowing his head in death, and ſtabbed 
to the heart with the executioner's 
ſpear.— Thus behold him, and fay; 
« Verily, this ſufferer was the SON 
«© of GOD and LORD of glory. 
Verily, theſe ſufferings were the 


> : | w puniſh» 
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« puniſhment due to my fins. In all 
„this extreme anguiſh, he bore my 
<« priefs, and carried my forrows. He 
“ was oppreſled, and he w.s afllited ; 
£& becauſe I had done amis and dealt 
« wickedly, He was cut off out of 
© the land of the living, that he might 
% make his foul an offering for my. 
e (ins, and obtain eternal redemption 
“for me. 

Thus behold the bleffed 7 ESUS. 
Thus, ſinners, behold the LORD 
your righteeuſnefs. With this look 
of application ; with this appropriating 
fait. Be verily perſuaded, that you 
thall. find mercy before a holy GD; 
not becauſe you have any worthineſs, 
but becauſe CHRIST has incompara- 
ble merit: That you ſhall never come 
into condemnation, not becauſe you 
have faſted and prayed, but becauſe 
CHRIST is your great propitiation, 


E 2 Be 
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Be perſuaded, that GOD has given 
his SON for you; that GOD gives 
his SON to you; and together with } 
him eternal life. —Be perſuaded of all | 
this, upon the beſt foundations, the - 
infallible word of GOD. Who has 
declared, that CHRIST died for the 
ungodly *, and by his obedience ſinnerx 
are made righteouſneſs +; that CHRIST 
was wounded on the croſs, and inter- 
cedes in heaven for tran/greſſors f, that 
he received ſpiritual gifts, and divine | 
bleſſings, even for the rebellious þ,— | 
The LORD GOD ommnmipotent, the 
_ author and finiſher of faith, enable 
you thus to believe! on the ground 
— of his own moſt ſure word, thus to 
believe! Then you keep the chriſtian 
paſlover. Then you ſprinkle the blood | 
of CHRIST. Then you may boldly 


ſay, 


* * Rom. v. 6. + Rom. v. 19. 
4 IC, lit. 42. + Pal. Ixvii, 16. 
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fay, © under his ſhadow we ſhall be 
c ſafe. Which reminds us of the 
third particular, namely, 


HI. The ſucceſs of this method, 
denoted by the deſtroyer not ſo much 
as touching them. © Leſt he that de- 
<* ſtroyed the firſt-born, ſhould touch 
* them.” —What a beautiful Anti- 
theſis! the Egyptian firſt-born were 
wounded; were mortally wounded ; 
were abſolutely deſtroyed. The 
Iſraelites were not hurt; nor endan- 
gered; no, nor fo much as touched. 
So ſure and complete a defence was 
this blood of ſprinkling !—Nothing 
elſe could have yielded any protection; 
this afforded perfect ſecurity. When 
this was ſprinkled on their door-poſts, 
they had no need to be © afraid for 
the terrour by night, nor for the 

* arrow that flieth by day; for the 

E 3 peſtilence 
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„ peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, - 


© nor for the deſtruction that waſteth 
& at noon-day *. 

And is not the hiding-place, the 
covert, the ſtrong-hold, provided for 
s in the blood and righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, an equal ſecurity? Do they 
not yield abſolute, perfect, conſum- 
mate ſafety? nothing elſe could admi- 


niſter the leaſt hope to the chiefeſt 


apoſtle; this opens an inviolable ſanc- 
tuary even for the greateſt of ſinners. 
None ever periſhed, who laid their 
help upon CHRIST. He /aves—He 
faves to the uttermeſi——he ſaves, not a 
few only, but all “ that come 
* unto GOD through him j.” Is our 
danger great? our ſecurity is greater. 
In ſhort; our refuge and ſecurity are 
the greateſt, that can be wiſhed, that 
can be imagined, that GOD himſelf 

1 : could 

pal. xci. 5,6. } Heb, vii, 2 f. 
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could provide.—Chearing, charming, 
raviſhing truth! Suffer me to enlarge 
upon it, brethren, Let your atten- 
tion hang on the glad tidings. May 
your hearts iinbibe the precious doc- 


. trane ! 


Were you. purſued by an enraged 
enemy; you would think yourſelves 
ſufficiently ſafe, if you could ſteal a- 
way, and hide yourſelves in one cf 
the deepeſt caves of America; with 
a vaſt track of unknown land, and 
all the waters of the vaſter ocean, be- 
tween your perſons and the purſuer. 
Much ſafer will your ſouls be under 
the hiding, cleanſing, atoning effica- 
cy, of this blood of ſprinkling. By 
which unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven; 5 
fins are covered; and iniquities done 
away, as though they had never 
been. 

Were you overtaken by a. laws 

4 ſtorm 


3 
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ſtorm of hail or of rain? If you ſought 
ſhelter under a covert, that was. firm- 
er than boards of cedar ; harder than 
flabs of marble; thicker than the 
roofs of all the houſes in Europe: you 


would reckon yourſclves ſecure, from 


torrents of rain, or from vollies of 
hail. Much more ſecure will you be 
from everlaſting wrath ; ſecure, even 
when „'the LORD ſhall rain ſnares, 
ce fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tem- 
50 peſt +; provided, you are found 
under the covert of CHRIST's magni- 
ficent and meritorious righteouſneſs, 
By virtue of which, © all that believe, 
are juſtified” —1 fay not, from a few 
millions, or a few thouſands of mil- 


lions, but m all offenſive, pro- 


voking, criminal things f. 
Should you be purſued by a con- 
quering foe, determined to cut you 


1 


+ Pl, ij. 6, + AQts xiii. 39. 
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in pieces? if you turned into a caſtle, 
whoſe walls were ſtronger than braſs, 
ſtronger than adamant, ſtronger than 
all the rocks in the world ; you might 
laugh at the attempts of your enemy. 
You are free from the power of the 
ſword. So free are you, and abun- 


dantly more free from danger, when 


you fly to the ſirong-hold of CHRIST's 
death and atonement. The fouls that 


' abide in CHRIST, © they ſhall dwell 


* on high;” beyond the rage of the 
old ſerpent, and the great dragon, 
© Their place of defence ſhall be the 
„ munitions of rocks *;” againſt 
which all the aflaults of carth and hell, 
{hall never be able to prevail, They 
may ſay, with the triumphant apo- 
ſtle; “ How much more ſhall we, 
* who receive abundance of grace, 
and of the gift of righteouſneſs,” 
E's be 


L II. xxxlli. 1 
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be delivered from ruin, and © reign 
« in life by CHRIST FESUS *?” 
And will you not prize ſuch a 


ſtrong hold? ſhalt not ſuch. a covert 


be dear to your guilty ſouls? will you 
not ſet an exceeding great value upon 
ſuch a hiding-place? eſpecially, when 
the ſtorm is gathering and threatening 
all around. When days of deſolation 
and perplexity are coming upon the 
world. And judgments, inflicted by 
men, may tranſmit us to the everlaſt- 
ing judgment of GOD. — How did 
Iſrael bleſs and adore their moſt mer- 
ciful JEHOVAH, for granting them 
ſuch an effectual means of preſerva- 
tion, as the blood of the paſchal lan;b! 
and ſhall we not bleſs and adore the 
ſame moſt gracious JEHOVAH, for 
granting us a means of preſervation 
altogether 


® Rom, v. 17. 
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altogether as effectual, and incompa- 
rably more wonderful ? 

If you ſhould ſay; © How does it 
« appear, that the blood of CHRIST 
is. ſuch a ſecurity ? ſo great; ſo 
«© wonderful; ſo matchleſs !?—Be- 
cauſe it is the blood of HIM, who 1s 
JEHOVARH's fellow + ; of HIM, who 
5 is GOD over all bleſſed for ever $;” 
of HIM, © in whom dwells all the 
*© fulneſs of the GODHEAD bodily ||.” 


Permit me, brethren, to clear up 


and- eſtabliſh this doctrine. As it is a 
doctrine of the laſt importance. On 
which the very ſtrength of our ſalva- 
tion 1s built ; and from which the ful- 


neſs of our conſolation. lows. 


There are in CHRIST, in his one 
undivided perſon, two diſtinct natures. 
One nature is eternal, infinite, al- 

E 6 mighty. 


Zech. xiii, 9. J Rom. ix. 5. 
Col. ii. 3. | 


| 
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mighty. Which is called by the apo- 


ſtle, The form of GOD +. The other 


nature had a beginning ; is limited as 
to extent, and limited as to power. 


This is termed by the apoſtle, The ſeed 


of Abraham *.—As GOD, he is ſub- 


ject to no authority, and infinitely ſu- 


perior to all poflibility of ſuffering. 
To become capable of obeying, ſuffer- 
ing and dying ; he humbled himſelf, 
and was found in faſhion as a man. 
That by obeying, ſuffering, and dy- 
ing, in human fleſh: he might tri- 
umph over fin and Satan, in that very 
nature, which Satan had overcome, 
and fin had ruined. That, by accom- 
pliſhing all this in the room and 
ſtead of his people, he might bring 
many. ſons unto glory ; not without 
a full ſatisfaction, to the rights of in- 

5 jured 


+ Phil, ii, 6. * Heb, ü. 36, 
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Jured juſtice, and to the demands of 


a violated law. | 

FESUS CHRIST then, in his divine 
nature, is the moſt high GOD. The 
heaven of heavens is the auguſt palace, 
and royal reſidence, of this bleſſed and 
only potentate. Thouſand thouſands 
miniſter unto him, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſtand before him. 
The church militant rely on him; the 
church triumphant adore him; while 
all the hoſts of angels pay homage to 
him. JESUS CHRIST, in his divine 
nature, is the majeſtic and moſt adorable 
IAM. Self- exiſtent and independent. 


All worlds and all beings, are derived 


wholly from him, and depend conti- 
nually upon him. He made the 
« worlds, and upholdeth all things *.“ 
View the beauty, the magnificence, 


the harmony, obſervable in heaven, 


On 


* Heb. i. 2, 3. 


yoo THE MEANS OF SAFETY, 
"kg 


— 


on earth, through the univerſe. Alb 
is intended, like the miracle wrought. 
at Cana of Galilee, to manifeſt his glory |. 
To tell every one, who has eyes to 
ſee, and. a heart to underſtand, how 
great our SAVIOUR is; how ſublime 
his majeſty; and how marvelous his 
perfection. All things, ſays the SPIRIT 
of inſpiration, were created by him, 
and for him . — Judge then, whether 
the obedience and atonement of /uch a. 
REDEEMER, are not ſufficient to ſe- 
cure, perfectly to ſecure, any ſinner; e- 
very ſinner ; all ſinners that fly by faith: 
under his wings. As perfectly ſufficient 
they are, for this bleſſed purpoſe; as the 
unmeaſurable circuit of the ſkies, is 
roomy enough for a lark to fly in; or 
as the immenſe brightneſs of the ſun, 
is lightfome enough for a labourer to 
work by. 
Behold, 


+ John ii, 11. Col. i, 16. 
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| Behold, now, the dignity and ex- 


cellency of this blood, which is your 
covert, your hiding-place, your ſtrong- 
hold. It has all the power and effica- 
cy, that every divine perfection can 
give it. It is the blood and righte- 
ouſneſs of HIM, who is eternal, in- 
comprehenſible, and exalted above all 
bleſſing and praiſe. Suxely then no- 
thing can bear any proportion to it. 
Guilt, all guilt, though ever ſo exe- 
crable and horrid, compared with the 
grandeur and riches of this invaluable 
blood *, is as a glow-worm before the 

ſun. 


* St, Chryſaſtom's explanation of a verſe lately quoted is ſo 
important in itſelf, and fo appoſite to our purpoſe ; exhibits 
ſuch a magnificent and delightful. diſplay of the ſalvation 
which is in C:iRIST JESUS : that I promiſe myſcit, the 
reader will allow me to preſent him with a tranſlation, How 
much more ſhall they, who receive abundence of grace, of the 
Lift of righteouſneſs, reign in life by one ChRI T JESUS! 
Qu%- 4TtY abt Naw &c. * The apoſtle ſays not, 
« grace, but abundance of grace, For, we received. yot 
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fun. All manner of ſins and blaſphe- 
mies are blotted out by ſuch an expi- 
ation, as the ſhades of night are abo- 

liſhed 


* barely what may ſuffice to obtain our pardon, but incom- 
© parably more. We are delivered from all puniſhment» 
* and from every evil, We are juſtificd, we are ſandtified, 
made the children of GOD, and the brethren of his only 
* begotten BON, We are conſtituted heirs, joint heirs 
* with the Prince of heaven. Yea, we become the mem- 
bers of his body; mo! intimatcly and indifſolubly united 
to that divine head. 
All theſe privileges, St, Paul ſtyles the abundance of grace. 


_* Fntimating, that the antidote is not only qualified to coun» 


ter- act and expel the poiſon , but is ſovercign alſo to eſta- 
** bliſh health, to create beauty, to impart honour, and, from 
the moſt malignant of all evils, to produce the mof} di- 


* ſlinguiſhed bleſſings, any one of which, ſeparately cunſi- 


% dered, would have been ſufficient to overcome and diſarm 
death. But under their combined influence, it is abſolute- 
„ly deſtroyed, it vaniſhes entirely away , aud leaves not ſo 
„ much as a trace of miſchief, or a ſhadow of terror. 
© Let us ſuppoſe ſome poor Cebtor, ou ing a conſiderable 
„ ſum; and for want of pay ment, caſt into priſon, A ge- 
** nerous friend. pitying bis cor dition, diſcharges the whole 
debt, and relcaſes him from confinement. Ard not this 
only, but befiows upon him ſplendid epparel, with thou- 
ſinds of filver ard gold; introduces him to court, and re- 
commends him to the royal favour, procures his adyance- 
„ Mcut 
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liſhed by the light of day. Every 
ſinner waſhed. in this blood, muſt be 
whiter than the unſullied wool, whi- 
ter than the virgin ſnows. Every 
ſinner, clothed in this righteouſneſs, 
mult be unblameable and unreprove- 


able, 


ment to the higheſt honours, and puts bim in poſſeſſion of 
the grandeſt preferments, Where now is the diſgrace of 
hi- impriſoament, and where are the diſtreſſes of his in- 
©. ſolvent (tate ? | | 
* Such is the cafe with regard to us ſinners, and out moſt 
« gracious REDEEMER He has paid inconceivably more, 
than we either did or coal i poſſioly owe. Being GOD, 
© the true GOD, the infinite and eternal GOD, his payment 
exceeds our debt, as much as the waters of the great deep. 
- exceed the ſmall drop of a bncket Doubt not therefore, 
poor ſinner, that Melt for refuge to this ail-gl rions SAVI- 


«4. OUR, doubt not, but thy fins, though more virulent than 


all plagues, are done away; and death, though he be the 
„king of terrors, is aboliſhed. This aboliſhed, and thoſe 
done away, before ſuch an ocean of grace and merit; e- 
ven as a ſpark of fire is extinguiſhed when plunged into 
** the abyſſes of the ſea,” For indeed, compared with a di- 
vine perſon and an infinite righteouſneſs, whatever guilt you 
have contracted, whatever thing you can name. is, as our, 
devout orator ſpeaks, ber vg peinp Teo A KASipo), 


Fo more than a ſcanty drop; compared with the bound, ocean. 
Via Chryſoſt, in loc, 
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able, even before the eye of Omni- 
ſcience itſelf. I 
For this, therefore, bleſs the LORD, 
O my ſoul; and all that is within me, 
bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the LORD, 
O my brethren: and let every thing 
that hath a being, praiſe his unutte- 
rable grace. For “ behold! GOD is 
„ our ſalvation.” GOD himſelf is 
made fleſh, and become our ſacrifice, 
our ſin-offering, our juſtifying righte- 
ouſneſs: © Therefore will we truſt, 
& and not be afraid *;” truſt in this 
infinitely ſufficfent SAVIOUR ; and 
not be afraid of death or hell, of any 
enemy or any evil.—But this leads me 
to apply the whole. Which I ſhall do 
by way of | 
Examination, 
Direction, itt, 
_ Exhortation, 
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Exhortation, 

Conſolation. _ | 

I. By way of examination. Exa- 
* mine your ownſelv<s,” ſays the a- 
poſtle f. Have you kept the paſſover? 
have you ſprinkled the blood — Many, 


perhaps, will be ready to anſwer; 


We have.“ —but, beware, my 
friends, leſt ye deceive your own ſouls. 
Let me give you a touchſtone, where- 
by you may try your ſpirit, and pro- 
nounce aright concerning your ſtate. 
Have you been convinced of your 
great ſinfulneſs! of your ſinful nature 
and your ſinful practice; have you 
been made ſenſible, that hell, the deep- 
eſt hell, is your deſerved portion ? is 
what you deſerve for any tranſgreſſion 
for every tranſgrefſion—how much 
more for the many thouſands—how 
much more for the many milkons— 
how 


+ 2 Cor, xiii, 5, 


5 
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how much more for. the numberleſs 
multitude of your provocations F If 


you have never been convinced of 
theſe moſt alarming but certain truths; 
if you have never been touched with 
a ſenſe of your extreme guilt, and 
undone Rate ; I fear, you are ſettled 


upon your lees. You are in the dead 


fleep of fin. You are not ſo much as 


awakened ; much leſs have you ap- 


plied CARIST. 
Again; have you been made to ſee, 
that nothing but CHRIST and his pre- 


cious blood, nothing but CHRIST and 


his divine righteouſneſs, can be your 
ſecurity from vengeance ? have you 
been convinced, that thouſands of 
rams, and ten thouſands of rivers of 
oil, could never expiate the leaſt of 


your iniquities? that no tears, no con- 


feſſions, no amendment, nothing but 
the ſacrifice of the body of CHRIST, 
| can 
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can make your peace with GOD ? If 
you have not been taught the abſolute 
inſufficiency of every remedy, ſave 
only the meritorious ſufferings of 
FESUS CHRIST ; you have not ſeen 
him, ncither Known him. Much lefs 
is his blood ſprinkled upon your con- 
ſcience. 

Once more; have you a ſupreme, a 
matchleſs eſteem for CHRIST? is CHRIST 
and his great ſalvation the thing that 
you long for; is he to your ſouls the 
pearl of great price? do you account 
all things bat loſs, that you may win 
CHRIST, and be found in him? If this 
is not the ſtate of your ſoul, I dare 
not flatter you with vain hopes. I 
muſt not buoy you up with unground- 
ed imaginations, You are not, as yet, 
in your hiding-place. Neither have 
you ficd to your ſtrong-hold. All the 
curles of the divine law Rand charged 


and 
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and pointed full againſt you. You 
have no ſecurity from being hurt by 
the firſt death, nor from being irreco- 
verably ruined by the ſecond death. 
If judgments ſhould come upon a ſin- 
ful and backſhding people, you have 
no defence. There is no wall of fire 
around you. You muſt therefore ex- 
pect to fall among thoſe that fall; and 
falling by the ſword, may immedi- 
ately drop into hell. 


Can you hear this and be uncon- 


cerned? can you liſten to this warning, 
more awful than the voice of ten 
thouſand thunders, and not ſtart from 
your inſenſibility? are you not look- 
ing around, and ready to cry out; 


„ What then ſhall 1 do, to be ſafe in 


„ the day of evil?” —O! that this 
enquiry caine from the very bottom 


of yon hearts. I ſhould then pro- 


ceed, with great cheartulneſs, to 


2. A 


. 
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2. A word of en quent ray 
CHRIST, alarmed ſinners. Come un- 
der the covert of his blood. Appro- 
priate the bleſied FESUS look upon 
him and his merit as your own. Thus 
ſprinkle his blood. Sprinkle it upon 
all your lintel and door-poſts; npon 
all you are, upon all you have, and 
all you de. Upon your conſciences, 
that they may be purged-; upon your 
ſouls, that they may be fanGtified; 
upon your works, that they may be 
accepted. Say, every one for him- 


ſelf; © I am a poor, guilty, helpleſs 


creature. But in FESUS CHRIST, 
*© who is full of grace and truth, I 
Have righteouſneſs and ſtrength *.—l 


am a Poor, polluted, loathſome 


* creature. But . FESUS CHRIST, 
* who is the image of the invilible 
*« GOD, and the brightaeſs of his Fa- 
* ther's 

Ia. zbv, 24. 
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** ther's glory, has © loved me, and 
* waſhed me from my filthineſs in his 
% own blood 4.'— I am by nature, a 
« perverſe, a depraved creature; and, 
© by evil practice, a loſt damnable 
„ ſinner. But FESUS CHRIST, who 


% made the worlds; JESUS CHRIST, 


&* whom heaven and earth adore; even 
« FESUS-CHRIST himſelf, came from 
the manſions of bliſs, on purpoſe to 
* /eek me; to ſave me}; to give him- 
„ ſelf for me. And how can I periſh, 
„ who have ſuch a ranfom? how can 
* I be undone, who have ſuch a re- 


* pairer of my breaches? how can I .. 


% come into condemnation, who have 
© the blood, not of ten thouſand ſa- 
“ crilices; the merit, not of ten 
* thouſand angels; but the blood and 
« merit of JEHOVAH hiunfelf for my 
* propitiation ??? 


** 


Should 


+ Rev. i. 5. + Matt. xviii, 11. 
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Should you ſay; © Have I a war- 
„ rant for ſuch a truſt ??P-You have 
the beſt of warrants, our LORD's 


-expreſs © permiſſion; whoſoever will, 
let him take the water of life free- 


<« ly,” It is not ſaid, this or that 
.perſon only, but whoſcever ; including 
you and me; excluding no individual 
man or woman. It is not faid, who- 


foever is worthy, but whoſoever is 


„ willing.” „ Wilt thou be made 
«© whole?” was our LORD's queſtion 
to the impotent man, at the pool of 
Betheſda. Milt thou inherit grace 
and glory? is his moſt benevolent ad- 


dreſs, to ſinful men, in all ages.— 


Let him take the water of life ; let him 
receive ME and my righteouſneſs; let 
him look upon all that I have done 
and ſuffered, as done and ſuffered for 

F his 


1 Rey, xxii. 15. 
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his redemption. This will adminiſter 


peace of conſcience, and joy in the 
HOLY GHOST. This will produce 


love of GOD, and alacrity of obedi- 


ence. In which things the true life 
of the ſoul conſiſts.— All theſe bleſſings 
are to be received free/y; without 
money and without price, That is 
without any good works, any good 
qualities. or any preparatory condi- 
tions whatever. To be received, as 
the infinitcly rich gift of divine grace 


vouchſafed even to the lot the guil- 


ty the undone. 

Tou have our LORD's moſt gene- 
rous invitation - © Come unto ME.” 
And whom docs he call f The righ- 
teous? No. The cxcellent? Quite 
the reveric. He calls ſinners ; miſe— 
rable ſin ners; even the moſt miterable 
of ſinners. Thoſe who are © weary 
„ aud heavy laden;” ovawhilied 


with 


——— ES 
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with iniquities; bowed down to the 
very brink of hell; and ready to think, 
& There is no hope for them.” Yet 
them he encourages; them he invite; 
to them he declares, “ I will give you 
« reſt *,” Reſt, in the enjoyment 
of. peace with GOD, and peace in 
your own conſciences. - Obſerve and 
admire the riches of your REDEEM- 

ER's grace. He ſays noc, ye are vile 
wretches; polluted by ſin, and enfla- 
ved to the devil ; therefore keep at a 
diſtzince ; but therefore come. Come; 
and be cleanſed by my blood. Come; 
and be made free by my SPIRIT T.— 
He ſays not, furnich yourſclves with 
this, or thut, or the other recommend- 
ing accompliſhnents ; but only come. 
Come, juſt as you are; poor, undone, 
guilty creatures. Yea, come to ME, 
F 2 | for 


* Mitt. xi. 28. 
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for pardon and recovery. To ME, 
who have given my life, myſelf, my 
all for your ranſom. 

Should you ſtill queſtion, whether 
theſe ineſtimable bleſſings are free for 
you ? Remember, brethren, they are 
free for ſinners. Is this your charac- 
ter? then they are as free for your ac- 
-ceptance, as for any perſon's in the 
world. © Jo us eternal life is given*.;” 
not us, who have deſerved it by our 
goodneſs; but us, who had forfeited 
it by our fins.—* To you is preached 
the forgiveneſs of fins ;“ not you, 
whole tranſgreſlions were inconſidera— 

ble; but you, whoſe iniquities were ; | | 
' 


more in number than the hairs of | 

your head Even to you, who are — 14 

the loſt and periſhing ſinners of Adam's _— 

family, © is the word of this ſalvation | | 
e ſent.” 


- 


'* x John v. 11. + Ads xili. 28. 
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« ſent f.“ And by a commiſſion from 
GOD, we publiſh it; that as ſinners, 
you may receive it; that receiving it, 
you may commence believers ; and 
« believing, may have life through 
* his name ||”? 

Some, perhaps, will be inclined to 
debate; “Is this ſo extraordinary a 
&© matter? will this exerciſe of bel:e- 
« ing do ſuch great things for us, or 
s put us in poſſeſſion of ſuch ſingular. 
<« bleflings ?*— Moſes might have form- 
ed the ſame ſcruple, with regard to 


the ſprinkling of blood. Will this ſeem- 


ingly inſignificant circumſtance be 
fuch an extraordinary ſafeguard to us? 
will this preſerve us from the impend- 
ing blow, more effectually than the 
labours of the engineer, or the ſhield. 
and ſpear of the warrior ? — But M 

E 3 conſulted 


4 Acts uiii. 26. 6 John XX. 31. 
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conſulted not with fleſh and blood. 
My/es rejected all ſuch carnal reaſon- 
ings. By faith, he and his people 
kept the paſſover, and were made par- 
takers of the temporal ſalvation. By 
faith may you and I receive CHRIST 
ſo ſhall we be partakers of pardon and 
eternal ſalvation. 

By believing the promiſe of GOD, 
and by truſting in the perſon of 
CHRIST, we are-united to the LORD 
JESUS *. So as to have a real inte- 
reſt in his blood and righteouſneſs. 
Being united to CHRIST, our fins are 
done away, by virtue of his infinitely 
precious. atonement : and eternal life. 
becomes ours, on account of his ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. — W hoever thus. 
believes; believes merely as a ſinner, 
not upon the ſuppoſition of any good 

neſs 


* Eph, il. 2h 
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neſs in himſelf, but upon the ſole war- 
rant of GOD's promiſe, in the infal- 
lible word of the goſpel. Such a per- 
ſon ſhall not be aſhamed of his belief; 
ſhall never be diſappointed of his 
hope; “ according to his faith ſhall 
&« it be unto him 4.” 

Come then, fellow-ſinners, believe 
the record of heaven. Set to your 
ſeal, that GOD is true. Honour his 
word, which cannot lie. Honour his 
grace, which is abſolutely free. Ho- 
nour his dear SON, who has obtain- 
ed eternal redemption, for ſach un- 
worthy creatures as you and I. What 
ſhall hinder you? But this leads me to, 

3. A word of exhortation. I ſay 
then, what ſhall hinder you? What 
ſhall with-hold you, a ſingle moment, 
from believing? “ ſince all things are 
ready ' in CHRIST JESUS. The 

F 4 great 


{ Matt, is, 29. þ Matt. xxii. 4+ 
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great propitiation is made by him. 
The perfect obedience is performed. 
by him. All the conditions of the 


new covenant are fulfilled by him. 


Come then, and partake of the hea- 


venly bleſſings: as you partake of a 


marriage-feaſt, when the entertain- 
ment 1s all prepared, and the bride-. 
groom bids you welcome. 
Fain would I prevail in this moſt: 
important addreſs. LORD, make 


bare thy arm; incline their hearts; 


„make them willing in the day of 
© thy power &. My dear friends, if 
you turn away from ſuch invitations, 
you are ruined to eternity. Miſery 
awaits you here, and damnation here-. 
after. Suffer me then to be importu- 
nate. Refuſe not HIM that calleth 
you by my mouth; that bids you. 
truſt, and not be afraid: that offereth 

| himſelf, 

*. Plal, cx, 3. 
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himſelf, with all his fulneſs to you. 
Why are you backward ? why {low - 
of heart to believe? why do you 
ſtand at a diſtance from the all-gra- 
cious FESUS? 

s it becauſe you are guilty wretches ? 
Then he publiſhes the act of indemni- 
ty to you; © I, even I, am he, that. 
„ blotteth out your tranſgreſſions for 


< mine own ſike 4.”-—Is it becauſe 


you are polluted creatures; loathſome 
in your own eyes, and much more 
loathſome in the eye of infinite puri- 
ty ! Then hear the word of the HO- 
LY ONE; © I will ſpriakle clean wa- 
& ter upon you, and ye {hall be clean.. 
From all your filtuineſs, and from 
& all your idols will I cleanſe you .“ 
Is it becauſe your fins are more nu- 
merous and more heinous, than the 


| 38 {1ns- 


+ Ifas xliti. 25, . t Exek. XXXvi, 25... 
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ſins of others? Be they ever ſo nume- 
rous, or ever ſo highly aggravated, 
thus ſaith the GOD of immenſely rich 
* in CHRIST, Though your 

* fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
«* white as ſnow ; though they be red 
% like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
& wool &.“ 

Are you ſtill objecting? I am 
„ weak. I have no ſtrength. I can- 
«© not beheve.”—Look, then, to a 
promiſing GOD; that he may help 
your unbelief. That he may fulfil in 
you all the good pleafure of his will, 
and the work of faith with power. 
For HE, who is truth itſelf, has ſaid, 
* Your GOD will come, and fave 
„% you. Then ſhall the eyes of the 
* blind be opened, and the ears of 
« the deaf ſhall be unſtopped : the 
| ce lame 


. Iſa. i. 18, 


i 
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& lame man ſhall leap as an hart, and 


the tongue of the dumb ſhall ſing f.“ 


Has the LORD given you a deſire 
to believe in his dear SON? Doubt 
not but he will alſo give you the 
power. Does GOD the LORD bring 
to the birth, and not give ſtrength to 


bring forth ? That be far from HIM ! 


The ſuſpicion be far from us! He has,. 
in unſpeakable mercy, appointed his. 
bleſſed SPIRIT for this purpoſe. The 


HOLY GHOST the comforter attend- 


eth continually on this very thing. 


To teſtify of CHRIST, and to reveal 


CHRIST in our ſiaful fouls. Enabling 
us to diſcern the. all-ſufficiency of 
CHRIST; to diſcern our right to 
make uſe of CHRIST ; and to receive 
CHRIST as our own-—ovr own GOD: 
and SAVIOUR. 


F. 6 — Be: 


}. Ia, xxxv.4, s, 6. 
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Be it then your daily. endeavour,. 
your continual buſineſs, to believe; 
firmly, confidently, aſſuredly to be- 
heve in JESUS CHRIST; as the great 
and glorious REDEEMER, in whom 


ou have pardon, you have righteouſ- 


neſs, and eternal life. Thus exerciſe 


yourſelves unto godlineſs, and © GOD: 


% will help you; GOD will ſtrengthen 
« you ; yea, GOD will uphold you. 
* with the right-hand of his righte- 
d ouſneſs.” — Thus exerciſe yours 
ſelves unto godlineſs, depending on 
the divine faithfulneſs ; proceeding 
upon the divine warrant ; in obedience 
to the divine command; which ex- 


preſsly ſays; © Believe in the LORD 


„ your GOD, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſh- 
„ ed. Believe his prophets, ſo ſhall 
« ye proſper X. Believe in his dear 
6s ON, ſo ſhall ye be ſaved 4.” 
Pharaoh 


® 2 Chron, xx. 22. + Ads xvi. 31. 
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Pharaoh ſaid to Foſeph, © Now 
, thou, art commanded, this do .““ 
Let me alſo ſay to my hearers; Now 
ye are allowed, invited, commanded 
to believe in the SON of GOD, this 
do. Tis your grand concern. The 
one thing needful. Without this no- 
thing will profit you. Therefore I 
repeat my exhortation. Therefore I 
am ſo urgent. Therefore I cannot 
diſmiſs the fubject, without beſeeching 


the FATHER of mercies, to command 


a bleſſing upon the word. That you 
may indeed © believe + unto righte- 
& ouſneſs,” unto life, unto ſalvation. 
Thus will you glorify the ineffable good- 
neſs of GON, andthe ineſtimable merit 
of CHRIST. Thus will you find a ſure, 
a full, an incomparably rich proviſion 
made for your ſafety. And thus will 
you molt effectually comply with that 

tender 

Gen. xlv, 29. + Rom, Xx. 10. 
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tender and gracious invitation of the 
LORD your GOD; *© Come, my peo- 
& ple, enter thou into thy chambers, 
& and ſhut thy doors about thee : hide 
te thyſelf as it were for a little moment, 
& until the indignation be overpaſt. 
“ For behold! the LORD cometh out 
4 of his place, to puniſh the inhabi- 
„ tants of the earth for their ini- 
“ quity *.“ 

And what will ye do, when the 
LORD cometh forth to puniſh, if 
you are not received into the hiding- 
place ? — What will ye do, ye men of 
ſober and decent converſation ; who 
have nothing but an outward regu- 
larity, and ſome cuſtomary conformity 
to religious worſhip? Theſe, though 
in their place valuable, yet are no ſe- 
curity. They are only, the out- 
works, not your citadel, When the- 


righteous, | 
9 Ia. XXVIi 20, 21. 0 


THE MEANS OF SAFETY. 125 


righteous Judge * ſhall be revealed 
& from heaven in flaming fire to take 
« vengeance on them that obey not 
the goſpel t; theſe, without the 
blood ſprinkling, will be but as a 
withered leaf amidſt the inextinguiſha- 
ble burning. 

What will ye do, ye men of wealth 
and large poſſeſſions? * Will riches 
% profit you, in the day of wrath | ?”? 
Will riches protect you, in the day of 
the LORD's controverſy? Alas! they 
will mark you out for a prey, and 
ſerve only to lure the vultures. Tf 
riches have been your idol; hoarded 
up in your coffers, or laviſhed out 
upon yourſelves; they will, when the 
day of reckoning comes, be hke the 
garment of pitch and brimſtone, put 
upon the criminal condemned to the 
flames. 


What 


+ Theſſ. i, 7, 8. Prov. Xi, 4. 
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What will ye do, ye mighty men of 
valour? If the LORD turn his hand. 
upon you, your heart ſhall fail, and 
your knees be feeble; your arm ſhall 
loſe its ſtrength, and your ſword ſhalt 
loſe its edge. Your fleets. and armies 
all be as tow, and the commanders 
of them © as a ſpark; and they ſhall 
* both burn together, and none ſhall 
% quench them *,”. lf you. are not 
ſheltered and ſecured by this blood, 
what wall ye do, when the ſhout of 
the archangel is made, and the trump- 
of GOD is-heard? Undaunted as you 
now ſeem, you will theo, in an agony 
of deſpair, ** call upon rocks to fall 
upon you, and mountains to cover 
lh» OP | 

What will ye do, ye voluptuaus men, 
and ye careleſs women? Ye that cat 
the lambs out of the flock, and the 


calves. 
* Ifa, i. 31. + Rey, vi, 16. 
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calves. out of the midſt of the ſtall? 
Ye that drink wine in bowls, and 
anoint yourſelves with the chief oint- 


ments? Ah! what will ye do, when 


the whole land, for the univerſal de- 
generacy of its inhabitants; for their 
contempt of CHRIST, and neglect of 
grace; “ ſhall become brimſtone, and 
& ſalt, without burning. Inſomuch 
„that it ſhall not be ſown, nor bear, 
“% nor any graſs grow thereon 1.“ 
Much more may I aſk, what will ye 


do? When the heavens ſhall paſs away 


with a great noiſe; when the ele- 


ments ſhall melt with fervent heat ;- 
when the whole earth, and all the 


works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 
up? 


What will ye do, people of all ranks 
and conditions; when miſchief ſhall 


„come 


3 Deut. xxix. 23» 
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„come upon miſchief, and rumour 


„ ſhall be upon rumour +?” When 
your houſes ſhall be laid in heaps, and 
your ſtreets be made a place of graves? 
When your cities, that were full of 
inhabitants, thall be ſolitary; and not 
a voice heard amidſt them, but ſighs 
of the diſconſolate, and groans of the 
dying? When your children ſhall be 
flaughtered in one place; your pa- 
rents in another; and the * {lain ſhalt 
<« ie behind the {layer, as the ſheaves 
« behind the reaper in the time 
46 of harveſt.“ - But above all, what 
will ye do, when the great white 
throne is erected; when the earth and 


the heavens flee away, from the face 


of HIM that ſitteth thereon; and the 
dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand be- 


fore GOD to be judged? Without the 
blood 


4 Exck. vii. 26. Jer. ix. 2a. 
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blood of ſprinkling, where can you 
be ſite? How will you appear? What 
will you do!-— Whereas, if CHRISF 


and is blood are yours, all is yours. 


You have nothing to fear, in time or 
eternity. + O! well is it with you, 
“and happy ſhall you be.” But this 
reminds me of adding a word, 

4. By way of conſolation. —Poſlibly, 
you may be ready to'enquaire ; “ What 
„ conſolation will this adminiſter un- 
6 der the appearance of national ca- 
* lamities?” Very great. Fear not, 
ſays the LORD, for have redeemed 
thee F Redemption by CHRIST, is 
a preſervative from all terror, and an 
antidote againſt every evil. When 
this blood is ſprinkled, fin is done a- 
way, and GOD is appeaſed. His pro- 
miſes are your portion, and his arm 


18 


+ Iſa. xliü. ts 


n 


4 
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is your defence. For the comfort of 
fuch people it is written; ** He ſhall 
& dcliver thee in ſix troubles ; yea, in 
& ſeven there ſhall no evil touch thee. 
& In famine, he ſhall redeem thee 
from death; and in war, from the 
„ power of the ſword. Thou ſhalt 
© be hid from the ſcourge of the 
tongue; neither ſhalt thou be afraid 
4 of deſtruction when it cometh ].“ 


In the hands of this reconciled and 


faithful CREATOR, this unwearied 
and almighty DELIVERER, how 
ſafely may you depoſit yourſelves and 


your families, your poſſeſſions and 


your all! 


Be not then diſcouraged, ye fol- 


lowers of CHRIST, though troublous 
times ſhould come. All creatures, 


and all events, are under the controul 
of 


}, Job v. 19, a9, 23» 
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of your heavenly FATHER. If he 


has any farther occaſion for your ſer- 
vice, or fees it conducive to your 
good, he will preſerve you amidit the 
greateſt dangers, He can draw a cur- 
tain of concealment over you, as he 
did over David in the cave *. He 
can plant an inviſible guard around 
you, as he did around Eliſba in Do- 


than f. He can turn the hearts of 


your adverſaries, and make even the 
enemy and the avenger to be at peace 


with you; as he did in the caſe of 


Jacob, and his enraged brother..—-Or, 
if you fall in the common calamity, 
% your latter end ſhall be peace.” 
Your inhericance 1s unalienable, and 
e your joy no man taketh from you.” 
Your beſt things, your eternal in- 

tereſts, 


* 1 Sam, XXiv. 3, te, Kings vi. 17, 
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tereſts, are ſecure; inviolably ſecure 


being hid with CHRIST ia GOD |. 
Happy, unſpeakably blefled and 
happy the people, on whom this blood 
is {prigkled ! If vindictive vititations 
come upon the land, this may fcreen 
and protect their perſons; like the 
mark, which the man cloithed with 
linen, ſet on the forehead of G{)D's 
choſen ones *; or like the line of 
ſcarlet thread, wiich Rabab the har- 
lot bound to the windyw of her 
houle||. However, by this blood of 
reconciliation, all afllictions ſhall be 
diſarmed, and cvery evil unſung. 
Nay, all things, not m proſperity only, 
but in ave: ficy likcwiſe, “ ſhall work 
* together tor goody.” Death, even 
| death, 


t Col. ii. 3. ® Fz:k. XL 6, 
l Joſh. ii. 18, 19. 
$ Rom viii. 28 This ſcems to be the meaning of the 
HOLY GHOST, in the paſſage lately quoted from Job, 
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death, is vanquiſhed for them, and 
become their gain. And the laſt judiz- 
ment is no loager their terrour, bat 
their unſpeakable privilege. Being 


Juitified by this blood, thcy may even 


„glory in tiibulition; and rejoice in 


hope,“ in ſure and ſtedtaſt hope, 


of the glory of GOD }. 
Will ye not then, brethren, ardent- 


ly join with me; while I lift my voice 


to G00 in the dene and ſay; A- 
& wake, awake, O arin of the LORD; 
„let this be a day of thy power, and 
© a day ot our redemption. Behold, 

cc Q 


In fix, in manifold and various troubles GOD ſhall deliver thee, 
Or. if he ſuffer thee to be involved in ſeven, ther ſhall no evil 
touch thee, H's gracious | reſence ſhall be more than deliver- 
ance Thou ſhalt not feel angriſh, but e joy comfort. Thou 
ſalt not ſuffer harm, but receive benefit. Though the flames 


of tribulation kindle all around, they ſhall not conſyme- 


thee, but only looſe thy bonds and ſet thee free Set thy 
affeftions free, from a troubleſome world ; or ſet thy ſoul 
free, from a priſon of clay, 

Rom. v. 4, 2:3» 


1 
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O GOD our SAVIOUR, and look 
© upon thy various congregations. 
See, What a gathering of the people 
* there is in thy courts; let there be 
nas great a gathering of ſouls to thy 

e blefled ſelf. Fulſil the prophecy, 
* Almighty SHILOH ! Let ſinners, 
on by the diſcovery of thy grace, 
« fly unto thee as a cloud; and take 
© ſhelter in thy wounds, as the doves 
*in their windows! That they may 
< reſt in the day of trouble; and, 
+ when time thall be no more, may 
« enter into that everlaſting reſt, 
„% which remaineth for the people of 
«© GOD.” Amen! 


SERMON 


re 


SERMON III. 
T be Way of Holineſs. 


Ezkk. xviii. 27. 


When the wicked man turneth away from 
his wickedneſs that he hath committed, 
and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 


Any of my hearers, I obſerve, 

are husbandmen; and the 
ſeaſon, if 1 miſtake not, is the ſeaſon 
ot ſzed-time. I will ſuppoſe a perfon, 


unſkilled in your buſineſs, brethren, 


taking notice of your work. Per- 
haps, he goes home, and ſays— 
* What ſtrange inconſiderate crea- 

G „ tures 
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„ tures have I ſeen in the field? I ſaw 
* them, inſtead of laying up their 
& corn in the garner, throwing it a- 
% way by handfuls. Nay, they even 
“ buried it in the ground, and left it 
& to putrefy under the clods. Is this 
„ the way, to improve their ſtock, 
and increaſe their ſubſtance ? Is this 
„ the way, to get gain, and provide 
“ for their families?“ 


Should any one make ſuch a re- 
flection on your conduct, you have 


an anſwer ready. The ſame anſwer 
only with an alteration of circumſtan- 
ces, will be equally proper for your 
preacher, It is true, his uſual ſub- 
jects are, The abſolutely free grace of 
GOD, and the immenſely righ merits 
of CHRIST; the infinite atonement, 


and everlaſting righteouſneſs of the 
REDEEMER. But becauſe he gene- 


Tally enlarges upon theſe doctrines, is 
he 
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he therefore throwing away his 
words? Does he neglect the cauſe, or 
diſregard the intereſt of holineſs ? Far 
from it. He is ſowing the ſeed of 
vital holineſs. Without which ſeed, 
holineſs will never flouriſh in your 
hearts; will never bring forth fruit 
in your lives; any more than your 
ploughed lands would produce a crop 
of corn, without receiving the appoint- 
ed grain. It is“ through the know- 
“ ledge of our” adorable SAVIOUR, 
« as calling us to glory and virtue,” 
that “ we have all things pertaining 
« unto life and godlineſs *; unto the 
enjoyment of life eternal, and the 
practice of true godlineſs. 

To convince you, that this is my 
aim, I have choſen a text full to the 
purpoſe; and not unſuitable to the 

G 2 occaſion 


* 2 Pete l. 3. 


* 
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occaſion of our preſent aſſembly. 

„When the wicked man turneth a- 

« way from his wickedneſs that he 

< hath committed, and doth that 
„ which is lawful and right, he ſhall PF. 

e fave his ſoul alive.” | 1 

i The words naturally divide them- 4 
YL ſelves into the following particulars ; 


I, What the wicked man ſhould 
turn from—Wickedneſs. 

II. What he ſhould turn .- that 
which is lawjul and right. 

III. What will be the efe& of fuch 
turning He 8 at his foul a- 


live. LO be 


May CHRIST JESUS, the head 

of his church, and the Wonderful 

Counſellor, enable us to open theſe 

Wryths; to a word of lively applica- 
tion ; t 
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tion; and to receive godly edifying 
from the whole! 

J. What the wicked man ſhould 
turn from—Wickedneſs. Here per- 
haps you expect, that I ſhould men- 
tion ſeveral ſorts of wickedneſs ; 
ſhould diſplay the deteſtable nature, 
and deſtructive conſequences of each; 
and deter you, by ſuch conſiderations, 
from the commiſſion of them all. De- 
ter you from lying. and defrauding; 
from curſing and ſwearing ; from 
drunkenneſs and uncleanneſs ; from a. 
ſpiteful temper and a backbiting 
tongue. Theſe are horrid evils. On 
account of theſe the land mourns. 
'Fheſe bring the vengeance of GOD 
on a perſon, and on a people *. It 
could ſpeak in thunder, I could ne- 
ver inveigh too londly againſt theſe- 

= Vices. 


Col. iu 6, 
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vices. © Ye that go on in ſuch. ini- 
« quities, ye are ſcattering brimſtone up- 
on your habitations 4, ye are heaping 


* up wrath, againſt the day of wrath f. 


Hoco can ye eſcape the damnation. of 
« hell $*”** | 

Bur let me forbear ſuch invectives. 
Let me reaſon with you, in the ſpirit 
of mildneſs.—I will ſuppoſe you poſ- 
ſeſſed of a pleaſant garden. In ſome 
favourite bed, many weeds ſpring up, 
alluring to the cye, but full of dead- 
ly poiſon. Will you order your gar- 
dener, to. crop off the leaves, or to 
pluck up the roats *—To pluck up the 
roots, moſt certainly. Becauſe, if he 
does the former only, it will avail but 
little ; it will be no better than labour 
loſt. Whereas, if he does the latter, 
he wall n rid your ground of 


the 


+ Job. xviii. 25. t Rom. ii. 5. 
$ Matt. xzili, 33, 
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the pernicious encumbrance.—Thus 


would I att. Wickednels is this per- 


nicious weed. It is full of deadly poi- 


ſon. It pollutes your ſouls, and- will 


be the bane of your happineſs. I would 
not therefore be content with uſing 
the pruning-Enife, and cutting off the 
ſhoots. But I would take the ſpade, 
and level my blow at the root. 

I would fain have you turn, not 
partially and . ſuperficially, but ho- 
roughly and habitually—Not from ſome 
only, but from a wickedneſs - And 
not barely from the practice, but even 
from the love of it, and any fondneſ+- 
for it—This will never be accompliſh» 
ed, unleſs you turn 


From a prayer /e/s 


From a thoughtle/; 
5 State. 
From an izſenſible 


G 4. . 
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1. From a thoughtleſs ſtate Vou 
are made for eternity. You are im- 
mortal beings. You muſt dwell either 
with GOD in heaven, or with devils 
in hellz and that to endleſs, endleſs 
ages. You know not, how ſoon you 
may be ſummoned into the inviſible 
and eternal world. The following 
night, for aught you can tell ; or be- 
fore the preſent hour is expired. Do. 


you ſeriouſly conſider, to which of 


theſe everlaſting abodes you are ap- 
- proaching ? For which of theſe un- 
changeable conditions you are meet ? 

% Except a man be born again,” 
 fays our LORD, © he cannot en 
„ into the kingdom of heaven ||”? 
This is the unalterable reſolution gf 
the righteous Judge. You all 
for heaven; and I humbly beſeech 


the 


John ili. 3. ; 
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the LORD, that you may not be diſ- 
appointed of your hope. But do you 
diligently enquire, whether you have 
experienced. this new birth? Is there 
a ſpiritual change wrought in your 
ſouls? Are your affections taken off 
from vanity, and fixed on the infimite- 
ly amiable GOD ?. Is your memory 


filled with the truths of the goſpel, 


and are your delires riſing to things 
above? To expect the bleſſedneſs of 
heaven, and have no concern about 
this renewal of your name, is to con- 
temn the counſels of CHRIST, and to 


trifle with his unalterable decree. 


6 Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee - 
4 the LORD +.” This is the ſtand- 


ing rule for our preſent conduct, and 


indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our future 


happineſs. You may be civil and de- 


G 5 cent 


7 Hab. 2 Kit. LA. 
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eent in your behaviour; you may at- 
tend the place of divine worſhip, and 
paſs for reputable perſons. Yet, un- 


leſs you are holy in your hearts, and 


holy in your converſation, you can- 
not enter into. GOD's bliſsful preſence. 
To be holy, is to put on CHRIST t; 
to reſemble CHRIST, in your fpirit 


and carriage, as one man reſembles 


\ another, when he puts on his dreſs, or 


imitates his manners. Do you look 
CHRIST, as your pattern ; follow 
CHRIST, as your guide ; and, in the 
general courſe of your life, walk as 
CHRIST | walked ?—Perhaps, you 
have never ſo much as aimed at this. 
Never ſo much as ſeriouſly conſidered 
eternity, regeneration, and a confor- 
mity to CHRIST. Theſe things are 
ſeldom, if . in your thoughts. 
Then 


I Rom, Lili. 54. 
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Then be afſured, you are far from ho- 
lineſs. You are not turned from your 
evil way; no, nor ſo much as begins 
ing to turn. 
Say not, © This duty of ſerious 
& conſideration is a ſlight matter. If 
I had been guilty of injuſtice or per- 
„ jury; if I had committed adultery 
or murder; theſe indeed were hei- 
nous crimes. Whereas the omif- 
« ſton, which you have inſiſted on, is 
<«. but a ſmall offence. —Small offence . 
Preſume not to think ſo. However 
fuch guilt may appear little in your 
view, or fit eaſy upon your conſcience, 
it is heinous enough to make heaven 
and earth amazed. For“ thus faith 
„ the LORD; Hear, O heavens, and 
* give ear, O earth! I have nouriſh- 
ed and brought up children, and 
„they have rebelled againſt me. The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the 
G 6. & aſs. 
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& aſs his maſter's crib: but Hrael doth 
e not know, my people porh NOT 
„ consIDER *.“ To ſay the truth; 
an inconſiderate careleſs life, is an un- 
interrmitted courſe of ſin. It is one 
continued act of rebellion againſt God. 
It oppoſes his compaſſionate with ; 
* ©! that they were wiſe! That they 
* underſtood this! That they would 
« conſider their latter end 4!” —It diſ- 
obeys his poſitive command; © Thus 
« faith the LORD of hoſts,” the ſu- 
preme Ruler of the world, © Conſider 
% your ways f. At defeats the deſign 
of his holy word, and would make 
the blood of his SON to be of none 
2. Turn from a prayerleſs ſtate. — 
Alas! how many of thoſe, whom we 
call Chriſtians, are ſtrangers to prayer! 

How 


ab a Þ + Deut. xxxii. 23. 
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How many /ervants riſe to their work 
and never bend a kace before their 
MASTER in heaven! How many ma- 


ſters ſet their ſervants an ungodly ex- 


ample ; enter upon the affairs of the 
day, without imploring the GOD of 
all grace, cither to proſper their bu- 
neſs, or to ſanctify their ſouls! How 
many parents know not what it 1s, to 
make earneſt ſupplications for the 
converſion and falvation of their chil- 
dren ! And how many children are as 
ignorant of the nature, the neceſlity, 
the advantages of prayer, © as the 
wild aſs's colt *!“ 

Shall J reckon #heſe good people? 
Are theſe turned to their GOD ? No; 
they are deſpiſers of the moſt HIGH. 
1hey caſt contempt upon his Majeſty. 


The language of their practice is; 


% Depart 


Job xi, 12. 
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“ Depart from us. Omnipotent. as 


© thou art, we have no need of 
* thee. No need of thy SPIRIT, to 


« make interceſſion in us; no need 


4 of thy BON, to make interceſſion 
« for us.” —Moſt juſtly, therefore, is 


it reckoned by Eliphaz, as part of a 


wicked and abandoned character. ; 
„Thou reſtraineſt prayer before 
« GOD f.“ Nay, it is mentioned by 
the pſalmiſt, as the finiſhing part; 
that which ſeals up the ſoul under 
the dominion of iniquity, and ſhuts 
out all reaſonable hope of a reforma- 
tion. They are corrupt; they do 


4 abominable works ;” and there is no 
proſpe&t of their doing otherwiſe, 


fince © they call not upon the 
« LORD |.” 
Religious, yet neglect prayer Im- 


poſſible. 


t Job xv, 4. | al. xiv. 4. 


hs 
: E > \ 5 = 4 
* | * £ A \ s ä TY 
, 8 oe i IS - 3 2 
o_ 5 Ws A % % % 1 2 
. * 2 * n 


. 


a FFF 


r 2 
RES 4 * >. 


we 
2 
1 
ul 
95 4 
. 
— 
7 
1 
* 
G 
> 
4 
* 
4 
f 
| 
f 
: 
| : 


THE WAY OF HOL?NE9SS 149 


poſſible. Can a man live without 
food? Can he breathe without air? 
No more can you withſtand tempta- 
tion, or exerciſe godlineſs, unleſs you 
watch unto prayer F—nThe neglect of 
prayer, is not only ſinful in itſelf, 
but the ſure ſign of an unſanctified 
heart, and the wide inlet to every un- 
Tighteous practice. Shew me a 
<« prayerleſs perſon, ſaid one, and 1 
«© will ſhew you a graceleſs perſon.” — 
Turn then, ſinners, turn without de- 
lay, to a habit of prayer ; of ſecket, | 
ferious, earneſt prayer. Otherwiſe, 
you cannot expect, that the wrath of 
GOD ſhould be turned away from 
you. No; when he whets his glit- 
tering ſword, and his hand takes, hold 
on judgment, you are the perſons that 
cauſe the indignation. Vn are the 

perſons, 


7 Eph. vi. 18. 
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_ perſons} who have reaſon to tremble 
at the ſtroke. For thus it is written 
in that venerable book, which. is 2 
tranſcript of the divine will, and the 
rule of the divine procedure; Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen, that 
“ know thee not; pour out thy fury, 
“upon the families, that call not on 
« thy name}. 

3. Turn from your i»/en/ible ſtate. 
—Be ſenſible of your guilt ; your mi- 
ſery; your ruin. Thoughtleſs and 
prayerleſs people, you are ſinners be- 
fore the GOD of heaven. You are 
the children of his wrath. You are 
the objects of his vengeance. Con- 
demned and accurſed by his holy 
word. O! may the LORD of all 
power, rend the veil from your un- 
derſtandings, and ſhew you your pe- 

rilous,, 


J Jer. X. 25» 


BW - 
* 
4 

. 

* 4'Þ 

t - 

F . 
PIC 
"= 
: 4 

x 

o 

£5 

wy 

\ 

4 h 

* 
- 
F 
- 
£ 
1 


THE WAY OF HOLINESS. 157 


rilous, your dreadfully perilous con- 
dition. 

If, while I am ſpeaking, the earth 
ſhould ree/ to and fro, and be in ſtrong 
convulſions under your feet; if it 
ſhould open its horrid jaws, and gape 
frightfully wide to devour you; not 
one in the aflembly, but would be 
greatly alarmed. How then can you 
be careleſs and unconcerned, when 
hell from beneath is apening her 
mouth, to ſwallow you up in endleſs 
perdition ?—lf this building was rock» 
ing over your heads, and tottering on 


every ſide; if the beams were burſting, 


and the walls cleaving; you would 
be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. And 
how is it, that you are under no ap- 
prehenſions, when the indignation of 
an Almighty GOD is ready to fall 
upon you; and, worſe than ten thou- 
{and falling millſtones, grind you to 

powder? 
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powder —If the French were landed, 
with an army of deſperate Papiſts ; if 
you were ſurrounded by thoſe barba- 
rous enemies of your religion and 
country; if their ſwords, reeking 
with Britiſh blood, were now at your 
throats, you would tremble for your 
hves. And will you not feel ſome 
concern for your ſouls, when the 
fword of Omnipotence is ſharpened to 
cut you in pieces; when, for aught 
you know, it may be already un- 
theathed; may have received a com- 
miſſion to give the fatal blow; and, 
before another hour paſſes, may actu- 
ally ſtrike.—If the late diſtemper a- 
mong the cattle, ſhould turn to a 
Plague among men; if it ſhould ſweep 
away thouſands and ten thouſands to 
an untimely. grave ; if you ſhould ſee 
multitudes of your neighbours /icken- 

ing, dropping, u on every ſide; 
certainly 
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certainly you would be terrified. How 


then can you remain unimprefled, 
when the curſe * of GOD is approach- 
ing you? When the curſe of GOD. is 
hovering over you? When the curſe 
of GOD is ready to. be poured out 
upon you; and turn all your delights 
into weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing 
of teeth. : 

Behold then, Cunard, inconſiderate 
inſenſible ſinners, you are this day im- 
pleaded at GOD's bar. You are 
found guilty before the JUDGE of the 
world. You are upon the very brink 
of everlaſting deſtruction.— Not the 
earth, but Hell, is opening her mouth 
to devour you, Not. the ſtones and 
timber of your houſes, but the ven- 


geance of the moſt HIGH, is ruſhing 


down upon you. 'Fhe ſword, not of 
an 


Gal. ui, 10. 
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an enraged adverſary, but of GOD's 
moſt tremendous diſpleaſure is drawn, 
perhaps ſtretched out to deſtroy you. 
The peſtilence, or what is infinitely 
more to be dreaded, than the peſti- 
lence that walketh in darkneſs, the 
curſe of GOD is ready to break forth 
upon you.—And will not theſe ter- 
rors awaken you ; alarm you; per- 
ſuade you f?—Thou- GOD of the 


world, and GOD of our ſouls, let not 


thy judgments and thy threatenings 
go forth in vain ! 

I hope, ſome of you are inclined to 
aſk— How, or to what ſhould we be 
perſuaded? If fo, my ſecond particular 
will ſuggeſt the proper anſwer. 

II. What the wicked man ſhould 
turn to ?—©* To do that which is law. 
& ful and right.” To repent of fin, 

| and 


} 2 Cor, v. 1. 
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and love GOD; to be pure in heart, 
and holy in all manner of converſa- 
tion. This is implied in the exhorta- 
tion of the text. This is the indiſpen- 


ſible duty of all men. And to pro- 


mote this, is the continual aim of our 
miniſtry. 


But you are guilty, ruined, impo- 
tent creatures. Guiliy; and can you, 
under a load of treſpaſſes, ariſe and do 
your LORD's will? —Ruined; and 


can you, amidſt fuch diſcouraging 
circumſtances, have any heart to ſet 


about the work of reformation ?— 
Impotent; and can you, under the 
moſt deplorable weakneſs, perform the 
moſt difficult of all ſervices ?No. 
You muſt firſt be relieved and enabled, 
before you can be ſufficient for theſe 
things. Like the woman bowed 
down with a ſpirit of infirmity, or 
lke the impotent man at the pool of 


Betheſda, 
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Betheſda, you muſt receive reſtoration 
and ſtrength from GOD your SAVI- 
OUR. Turn then to CHRIST, who 
ſays by his prophets; O Iſrael, thou 
© haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in ME is 
© thy help T“. 

If you ſhould enquire ; What ſhall 
I find in CHRIST ?—All that you can 
want. All that you can wiſh. In- 
comparably more than I am able to 
expreſs. For © it hath pleaſed the 
«* FATHER, that in CHRIST ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell 4.” 

Becauſe you are guilty, and have a 
burden of iniquity on your ſouls, HE 
is“ the Lamb of GOD, that taketh 
away the fin of the world *.“ A 
lamb of GOD's own appointing : A 
lamb of infinite excellence and digni- 


ty: to whom / nen is equal, no- 
thing 


{ Hoſ. Lili. 9. 7 Col. i. 19. „Ichn i. 290 
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thing comparable. This Lamb of GOD 
has ſhed his blood for ſinners ; has ſuf- 
fered death for ſinners ; yea, has died 
in their ſtead, and endured all that 
vengeance, which they have deſerved. 
In this moſt wonderful and perfect 
manner, has he obtained their pardon! 


Pardon, not ef ſome only, but of all 


ſins. Be they ever ſo numerous, or 
ever ſo heinous, it maketh no differ- 
ence with him. An infinite SAVI- 
OUR taketh away millions, unnum- 
bered millions of the moſt abominable 
iniquities, with as much eaſe, as he 
expiates a ſingle offence, or the ſmal- 
leſt fault. He blotteth out tranſ- 
% greſhons,” aggravated tranſgreſ- 


fions, innumerable tranſgreſſions, © as 
* a cloud *;” as eaſily, and as com- 


pletely, as the wind ſweeps away a 
floating 


1 I, xlix. 22 


— — ” 
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floating cloud, from the face of the 
ſky. Delivered from this load of 
guilt, you will be fitted to wall in the 


way of GOD's commandments, and 


* not be weary ;”* yea, © to run and 
not faint &.“ 

Becauſe you are ruined, and have 
nothing that may recommend you to 
the moſt high GOD, CHRIST has 
brought in a righteouſneſs —a com- 
plete righteouſneſs —a divine righte- 
ouſneſs. Conſider the unſpotted pu- 
rity of his nature, and the unſinning 
obedience of his life; confider his fer- 
vent charity to man, and his patient 
relignation to GOD ; conſider all his 


_ exalted virtues, and all his exemplary 


actions; theſe, all theſe, in their ut- 


moſt perfection, are not only for the 


amatation, but for the juſtification al- 
lo, 


I. Kl. zr. 
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fo, of ſuch ſinners as you and I. 
« His name is JEHOVAH,” which 
ſpeaks incomprehenfible grandeur in 
him; «© JEHOVAH our righteouſ- 
„ nefs +, which ſpeaks nnutterable 
comfort to us. In this righteouſneſs 
we may be fully accepted, and enti- 
tled to life eternal. Of this we may 
make our boaſt, and ſay;*© In the 
„LORD have I righteouſneſs *; , 
a tran{preflor, have a real rigliteouſ- 
nels; I, a defective creature, have a 
conſummate righteouſncis; I, a frail 
relapſing Chriſtian, have an variable 
and everlaſting righteouſneſs. O! 
What a treaſure is this! What an un- 
ſpeakable gift is this! Is there a cor- 
dial, that can revive our fpirits; is 
there a motive, that can animate us 
to duty; like juſtiſication through 
H IM- 


+ Ter, x Xii. 5. T Is. xl. 34 
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IMMANUEL's - righteouſneſs ?—Blef- 
{cd LORD! This makes thy yoke ea- 
ſy, and thy burden light. — 
Becauſe you are weak and diſabled, 
CHRIST has the veſidue of the 
SPIRIT *“; thefulnes of the SPIRIT A; 
the /even SPIRITS of GOD are before 
his throne !: The HOLY GHOST, 
in all his operations, and with all 
his graces, CHRIST ſends to whom- 
ſoever he pleaſes He gave this in- 
eſtimable bleſſing to Saul the perſecu- 
tor and blaſphemer. He gave this 
ineſtimable bleſſing to many of his 
murderers and crucifiers. He ſtill con- 
fers the heavenly gift on his enemies, 
% yea, on the rebellious alſo ||.” And 
the promiſe, the free gracious promiſe, 
< 1s to you, and your children; and 
Sto all that are afar off, even as 


”y many 


Mal. ii. 28. f Col. x. 29 Rev. i, 4. 
9 John xvi. 7. il Pſal. Ixvili. 13, 
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whe many as the LORIMur GOD,” by 
the preaching of goſpel, Hall 
call þ, £ 
How falutary and beneficial are the 
 eilects of this gift! Our LORD him- 
ſelf, who beſt knew, has admirably 
ſhewn. * He that believeth on ME, 
„ out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
living water.” Thus ſpake he of 
the SPIRIT, which -every one, that 
turns to him, and believes on him, 
ſhall receive. Obſerve ſome beautiful 
and copious river. How it exhila- 
rates the country, and fructibes the 
ſoil, through which it paſſes. Beſtows 
a "thouſand conveniences, and gives 
birth to a thouſand delights, where- 
ever it takes its winding courſe. So, 
the GOMFORTIER dwelling in the 
heart, gives ſuch charming views of 
| H 2 CHRIST 


L Acts ii. 39. 
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"CHRIST and his unſearchable riches, 
as gladden the conſcience, and make 
us truly happy. Hence, as from an 
inexhauſtible ſource, true holineſs 
flows, and every ſpiritual good. This 
diſpoſes us to iove our neighbour: 
this teaches us to be meek in ſpirit: 
and this will raiſe our deſires far above 
earthly, ſenſual, tranſitory things; 
even as David's thoughts were raiſed 
far above the ſhepherd's ſcrip, when 
he ſat exalted on the throne of 
Iſrael. 

Under the influence of this divine 
SPIRIT, you will ſay; CHRIST 
has taken away the execrable filth 
of my ſins; and ſhall I wallow in 
ce the mire of iniquity again ?— 
< CHRIST has delivered me from the 
pit of everlaſting deſtruction ; and 
„ ſhall I leap into thoſe unquenchable 
% flames, from which, as a brand, I 

© have 


f 
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© have been ſnatched ?—In my ado- 


& rable REDEEMER I have a perfect 
% righteouſneſs, and am completely 
e juſtified. And ſhall I not endeavour 
© to walk worthy of ſuch favours ; 
& to ſhew my gratitude for ſuch be- 
© neſicence, by bringing forth the 
© fruits of righteouſneſs in all my 
* converſation ?”? 

Yes, brethren; when you are 
turned to CHRIST; to receive his. 
atonement, to rely on his righteouſ- 


neſs, to be filled with his SPIRIT; it 


will be with your ſoul, as it is with 
the earth, when it is turned to the 


ſun. The earth, you ſee, is now bar- 


ren and unfruitful ; becauſe, it has 
been very much withdrawn, from the 
enlivening beams of the ſun. Fer 
long it will be replaced under the full 
influences of that fountain of light 
and heat, Then what a change will 

. take 


_» 
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take place! How will the flowers ap- 
pear on the gronnd! How will the 
leaves adorn the trees !. How will the 
ſinging of birds be heard in our land ! 
So ſhall happineſs, and. a heavenly 
temper, be produced in your ſouls. 
So ſhall obedience, with all-the fruits: 
of godlineſs, flouriſh in your lives. 
When this /un of righteouſneſs, mani- 
feſts himſelf in. your hearts ; makes 
you partakers of his ſalvation ; and: 
thus © ariſes upon you, with healing 
under his wings X.“ 
Should any one doubt, whether 
this is the way to. do that which 1s. 
lawful and right; I aſk—Is it not a 
pleaſing way! Such as we ſhould wiſh. 
for? Such as we ſhould prefer above 
all others? And ſuch as will render 
our LORD's ſervice perfect freedom? 
| | — 18 


* Mal. iv. 2. 
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Ass it not a rational way? Apparent« 
ly adapted to engage the heart; to 
ſtrengthen the hand; and, thereby, 
to fit the whole man for every good 
work ? 
Beſides ; is it not the way appointed 
by GOD ?—Would we © earneſtly 
| * repent, and be heartily ſorry for all 
/ % our miſdoings?” The wiſdom of 
| | GOD aſſures us, this ſorrow muſt a- 
riſe from believing views of CHRIST. 
From © looking unto him, whom we. 
4 have pierced.” Looking unto him, 
as wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our iniquities. This, if 
any thing, will incline us, to be af- 
flicted, and mourn, and weep for all 
our abominations. Thus, and thus 
only, ſhall we experience that © godly 
+ forrow, which worketh repentance. 
not to be repented of.” 
| H 4 Would: 
— , | + Zech. xii, 16. | 
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Would we love GOD? The oracles 
of heaven inform us, that we mnſt ſee 
his love; his infinitely free, and in- 
finitely tender love, towards us. His 
love, not imputing any fin to our 


ſouls, but laying all our iniquities. 


upon his own SON. Then ſhall we 
love him, When we perceive and know, 
that he has, in this moſt divinely gra- 
cious manner, regarded—-/oved—bleſ- 
ſed us. 

Would we be pure in heart? The 
LORD © purifies the heart by faith *. 
Faith in CHRIST, as ſhedding his. 
moſt precious blood, as giving his 
moſt glorious perſon, for our ranſom. 
And, by his one oblation, “ finiſhing 
* our tranſgreſſion; making reconci- 
lation for our iniquity ;*? yea, per- 
fefing us for ever. Inſomuch, that 

we 


Acts xv. 9. 
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| we may boldly and aſſuredly fay ; 
| | Through this grace of our LORD 
5 « 7ZESUS CHRIST, we ſhall be ſaved.““ 
He that hath this faith and this hope, 
« purifieth himſelf, even as he is 
pure.“ 
= Would we © renounce all ungodli- 
F | neſs? Would we © live ſoberly, 
« righteouſly, and godlily +?” By 
grace we muſt be enabled; even that 
grace, which brings ſalvation, a finiſh- 
ed and free ſalvation to ſinners. That 
grace, appearing in the heart and ap- 
propriated by faith, is the ſure, the 
effectual means of true ſanctification; 
the ſure, the effectual motive to wil- 
ling obedience. Therefore our LORD 
ſays, He that eateth me, even he 
„ thall live by me }.” He that eat- 
eth me,” that receiveth my righ- 
1 teouſneſs. 


© Tit A. 185, 23. t John v 37. 


1 = — — 
re 


168 THE WAY OF HOLINE Ss. 


teouſneſs and redemption ; that mak- 
eth a daily uſe of me and my benefits, 
for the refreſhment and health of his 


foul; as people make a daily uſe of 


their neceflary food, for the nouriſh- 
ment and ſupport of their bodies. 
Even he ſhall live by me ;” he ſhall 
live to GOD in real holineſs here, and 
live with GOD. in everlaſting glory 
hereafter —This method will ſtrength- 
en and prepare us, for diſcharging 
all the duties of a Chriſtian life; as 
bread ſtrengthens and prepares the la- 
bourer for diſpatching the buſineſs of 
his toilſome calling. Whereas, with- 
out uſing this ſovereign expedient, we 
Mall be as incapable of exerciſing our- 
ſelves unto godlineſs; as the hireling, 
deprived of his uſual meals, would be 
incapable of performing his daily 

taſk. | 
Upon the whole; we do not urge 
you 


| 
| 


— „ — 
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you to make brick, without ſtraw. 
We do not call upon you to ariſe and 


work, without ſhewing you, from 


whence your ability and vigour are to 
proceed. — Some, perhaps, might ex- 
hort you to all holy obedience; but, 
neglecting theſe moſt neceſſary direc- 
tions, their exhortations would be 
comfortleſs and inſignificant. Becauſe, 
you might fetch a ſigh and make an- 
{wer ; © All this we would gladly do, 
„but alas! we are not able.“ 
Whereas, here 1s. grace ſufficient for 


you in CHRIST. Whatever hinders 


you, CHRIST removes. Whatever 
you want, CHRIST beſtows. That, 
„ being delivered from your enemies, 
* and from-the hand of all that hate 
* you ;” from the influence of all that 
embarraſſes, and all that diſcourages 
you; © you may ſerve him, without”? 
{laviſh or difquieting © fear, in holi- 

3" © neſs. 
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e neſs and righteouſneſs before him, 
„all the days of your life +.” 

Happy deliverance ! Thrice happy 
conduct! But happier ſtill the iſſue 
of all! Which reminds me of my 
laſt enquiry ; namely, 


III. What will be the effect of this 
turning ?—*© He,” the wicked man, 
thus turned, ©** ſhall fave his foul a- 
Rwe.“ 

He ſhall ſave———Safety ſhall be 
his companion. Safety ſhall be his 
guard. Safety ſhall eſcort him through 
the dangers of life. All the days of 
his appointed time, “ he ſhall dwell 
„ under the defence of the moſt 
HGH, and abide under the ſhadow 
of the ALMIGHTY *,—Moit deſi- 
Table fituation ! eſpecially, when judg- 

ments, 


+ Luke, i. 74, 78. * Pl, xci. 1. 
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ments, deſolating and deſtructive 
judgments, are abroad. While the 
ſtorm of calamity is gathering, or when 
the tempeſt of tribulation is raging, 
O! what a calm muſt it create in the 
heart, to have the eternal GOD for 
our refuge + ! To ſay within ourſelves ; 
The hand that is ſtretched over the 
« ſea, and ſhakes the kingdoms of the 
& earth; the hand, that rends the 
« mountains, and ſcatters the everlaſt- 
« ing hills ||; that hand is my de- 
“ fence and my ſhield !” 

Save his /ou/—It is not improbable, 
but his bodily welfare may be ſecured. 
GOD may ſet a mark upon his fore- 
head, and command the ſword of the 
deſtroying angel to paſs over his 
houſe. But however this may be de- 
termined, his ſoul ſhall be ſafe. As 


to 


+ Deut. xxxi 27. Hab. iii, 6. 
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to his ſpiritual welfare, he has a writ 
of protection, under the great ſeal of 
heaven. The LORD JESUS is his 
ever-faithful guardian, and “ none 
« ſhall pluck him out of the divine 


„ REDEEMER's hand ||.” The roar- 
ing lion may go about ſeeking to de- 
vour him : but he has a ſtrong city, 


which the infernal adverſary cannot 


form ; he has an impregnable bul- 


wark, which the powers of darkneſs 


cannot ſcale. Though he fall, the arm 
of CHRIST wall raiſe him. Though 
he be defiled, the blood of CHRIST 
will cleanſe him. Though he die, it 
will be no loſs, but gain. HE that 
has the keys of the grave, will give 
commandment concerning his moul- 
dering bones. HE that lives for ever- 
more, will receive his departing ſoul. 

— This 


John x, 28. 
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his, perhaps, may be meant by 
that other emphatical word, alive. 

He ſhall fave his ſoul alive — He 
ſhall not barely be ſafe, but happy. 
He ſhall enjoy, what truly deſerves 
the name of life. A man may eſcape 
from his enemy, by flying to a forti- 
fied caſtle. But in the caſtle, there 
may be drought and famine. He may 
periſh by theſe diſaſters ; though pre- 
ſerved from. the purſuing foe. It ſhall 
not be thus with the returning, be- 
lieving, renewed ſinner. He ſhall be 
ſaved with a complete, and everlaſt- 
ing falvation. He is a child of GOD, 
and an heir of glory. He ſhall rejoice 
in CHRIST JESUS here, and ſhall 
enter into the joy of his LORD here- 
after, — When the earth is burat up, 


he ſhall ſee it. When the heavens paſs 


away, he ſhall ſtand with boldneſs. 
When all nature ſinks into diſſolution, 


he 


194 THE WAY OF HOLINESS. 


he ſhall not only ſurvive, but enjoy 
the ruin. He ſhall leave a diſſolving 
world, to pofleſs a kingdom in hea- 
ven; to wear a crown of righteouſ- 
neſs; and to be for ever with, for ever 
lke his blefled and glorious LORD. 
We have now ſhown—what the 
wicked man ſhould turn from—what 
he ſhould turn fo—what will be the 
ect of this turning.—Give me leave 
to aſæ; Has the arm of the LORD 
been revealed ? Are you impreſſed by 
the awful, or encouraged by the com- 
fortable truths? If ſo, perhaps, you 
ww be ready to ſay; Will CHRIST 
receive me? Will he make me a 
8 partaker of theſe incomparable be- 
„ nefits ? Shall ſuch a one, who is fo 
e very unworthy, find favour in his 
* fight?” 
Yes; ſuch a one may find favour. 


Any one, every one who comes, he 
Will 


4 2 
* — — 


THE WAY OF HOLIN ESS. 175 


will receive. He ſends his miniſters 
to invite you; he ſends his judgments 
to compel you; he uſes every expedient 
to gain, you, —He bids earthquakes 
tear the foundations of nature, and 
turn mighty cities into ruinous heaps, 
that you may be built on that rock, 
which ſhall never be ſhaken. He calls 
the ſword of war out of its ſcabbard, 
and commands it to be bathed in 
blood, that you may fly for ſafety 
to the Prince of Peace. While ruin 
and deſolation, are purſuing their 
dreadful work alt around, he throws 
open the doors of his grace and righ- 
teouſnefs, and moſt compaſſionately 
criesz © Come, my people; come, 
* poor offenders; enter into theſe 
* chambers, and find reſt.” 

Is any of you ftill inclined to reply? 
Will“ CHRIST indeed receive me, 
+ who am not only a ſinner—but a 

| great 
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* great ſinner—a long perſiſting ſinner 
% —and now. ſeem to come but at the 
* laſt hour; more like one driven by 
& fear, than drawn by love? — What 
thinkeſt thou? Would the widow of 
Nain, who went mourning after the 
corpſe of her only ſon, almoſt incon- 
ſolable with her loſs; would ſhe be 
unwilling to receive him, when our 
LORD reſtored him to life, and“ de- 
« livered him to his mother * ?” 
Would ſhe need much importunity, 
and hardly be prevailed on to embrace 
her beloved, her lamented child ? Im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe. Remember, what- 
CHRIST has done for ſinners ; what 
he has /ufered for ſinners; how his 
bowels yearn over ſinners; and it wilt 
appear equally impoſſible, that he 
mould reject any returning profligate. 

Reject! 


* Luke vii. 25. 
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Reject! No; the good father, aged 
and venerable as he was, haſtened; 
yea, ran to meet the prodigal. He 
fell on his neck, and tenderly kiſſed 
the diſſolute youth f. So, with ſuch 
readineſs and ſuch compaſſton, will 
the everlaſting FATHER. receive you 
to his family, his favour, his love.— 
Nay more; he will receive you with 
joy. He is the good Shepherd. You 
are the loſt ſheep. He is come in his 
word to ſeek you. When you turn 
to him, he has found you. Then, 
ſays the ſcripture, the good ſhepherd 
goes home with his recovered ſheep, 
rejacing}. O let your miniſter, and 
(which is unſpeakably more engaging) 
let the. bleſſed JESUS have joy of you, 
my brethren. Even that JESUS, by 
whom {ſinners are © dearly. beloved and 

* longed 


+} Luke xv. a0. } Luke xy 5. 
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« longed for + ;” who has no greater 
delight, than to ſave them from their 
iniquities, and number them among 
his children. 

If you thould anfwer—* This is a 
© matter of the utmoſt importance. 
It lies at the very root of all my 
© comfort. Let me hear it confirmed 
“ from our LORD's own mouth. I 
«© will hearken, what the LORD GOD 
will ſay concerning me X.“ 

Hear then his own promiſe; the 
moſt precious promiſe that words can 
form, or fancy conceive ; © Whoſo- 
* ever cometh to me,” for pardon, 
for juſtification, for holineſs, I will 
in no wiſe caſt him out 4+—Who- 
* ever;“ whether he be high or low, 
learned or illiterate; whether he be a 
ſervant or a maſter, a prince or a beg- 


8&4 


4 Phil, IV. Is 9 Pſal. Ixxxv. 8. 1＋ John vi. 37. 
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gar; no one is excepted, no one 
ſhall be refnſed. In no wife; on no 
conſideration of paſt tranſgreſſions; 
on no account of preſent depravityz 
on no fore- knowledge of future fail- 
ings. Only let him come, “only let 
e him come,” and nothing ſhall debar 
him from the enjoyment of my bene- 
fits; nothing ſhall ſeparate him from 
the endearments of my love. 

Hear his kind invitation. Return 


« unto me, for I have redeemed you f.” 
Fe, that have hitherto been ſtrangers 


to ſeriouſneſs, and always alienated 
from me; * turn unto me,” and I 
will not ſo much as upbraid you * with 
your folly.— Le, that are now back- 
{liders, and have for a ſeaſon ungrate- 
fully departed from me; “ turn unto 
* me,” and I will heal your backſli- 

dings; 


t Iſa, xliv. 22. James i. 5. 
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dings; my ſtripes ſhall make you 
whole.—Ye that have been ſlaves to 
vice; have fold yourſelves to work 
wickedneſs; and are grown old in a- 
bominable practices; it is not too late 
even for you. I Have redeemed even 
ſuch as 50. I thake the pillars of na- 
ture, and rock the foundations of the 
world; I clothe the heavens with 
e blackneſs, and 1 make ſackcloth 
* their covering *.” Yet for ſuch as 
vou, © I gave my back to the ſmiters, 
and hid not my face from ſhame and 
* ſpitting.” Yes, ſinners ; ſinners of 
every kind; I bore the curſe of the 
law, and diced the death of the croſs; 
on purpoſe that I might-redeem ſuch as 
you Mott amiable REDEEMER ! 
Who would not liſten to a call, fo 
wonderfuily endearing ? Sinners, how 

can 


v Iſa. l, 3, 6. 
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can you withſtand a motive, ſo ſweet- 
ly-contraining ? | 

Hear his ſolemn oath; As I live, 
* faith the LORD GOD, I have no 
“ pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
„but that the wicked turn from his 


© way and hve. Turn ye, turn ye 


* from your evil ways; for why will 
ye die, O houſe of ael f? Was 
there ever any declaration ſo char- 
ming? Or any addreſs ſo affectionate ! 
—See! how the high and lofty ONE 
condeſcends! He commandsin heaven, 
on earth, through hell; yet, more 
like a ſupplicant than a ſovereign, he 
vouchſafes to ſollicit and beſeech you. 
From the habitation of his glory he 
cries ; Turn ye, poor periſhing crea- 
tures, —Again he cries; Turn ye, to 


Four GOD and SAVIOUR, That 


ye 


+ Ezek. Xx Xiii,-17, 
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ye may be. delivered from all your 
tranſgreſſions, and iniquity may not 
be your ruin, To take away all your 
reluctance, he pleads, he expoſtulates; 
„% Why will ye die?” Why will ye 
deſtroy yourſelves, and be undone for 
ever !— That you may have no doubt 
of a free pardon anda favourable recep- 
tion, he ſwears; ſwears by himſelf ; by 
his own life and immortal perfections; 
that he © has no pleaſure in your 
death,” but ſhall rqoice, infinitely re- 

joice in your recovery and ſalvation. 
Here then you have the ęromiſe, the 
invitation, the oath of the LORD. 
Can there be greater encouragement? 
Will not this threefold cord draw 
you?—Should you ſay; © I cannot 
© turn. TI am tied and bound with 
the chains of my corruptions. O 
© that CHRIST” —Fear not. He 
will, he will. He that ſends his mi— 
niſter 


5 
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miſter to give you this exhortation; 
he has ſent his SPIRIT to work this 
deſire in your ſoul ; he that ſpilt 
his blood to obtain all bleflings for 
you; he will put forth his ſtrength, 
and turn you to himſelf. He ſtretch- 
ed forth his hand, and ſaved Peter 
from ſinking in the tempeſtnous fea. 
What he did to him, is a pattern and 
a pledge of what he will do for you. 
Only continue to ſeek his face. Let 
your heart talk of him. Set his un- 
bounded goodnets and almigaty pow- 
er before your eyes. Meditate on his 
infinite propitiation and incomprehen- 
ſible merits. Conſider his everlaſting 
righteouſneſs and never- ceaſing inter- 
ceſſion. Looking upon all theſe as 
your own. To look upon them as 
your own, you have a warrart ; you 
have a command-— And if CHRIST 
has done ſo great things for you, you 
I 


may 
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may aſſuredly believe, that, in his 
due time, in his wiſe manner, he will 
bring you ſpiritual health and cure.” 
He will carry on what he has begun, 
and enable you to grow in grace. He 
will comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh 
you in every good work. 

Shall 1 proceed ?—l have already 


been copious; perhaps, ſomewhat te- 


dious. Yet you will bear with me, 


on this diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn occa- 


fion. Yes, you will bear with me a 
little longer. For I am loth, very 
loth to diſmiſs you, without perſuad- 


ing. Perſuading! Alas, I cannot. 
<« GOD, and none but GOD, can 


“ perſuade Japheth *.“ However, as 
an inſtrument in his all- powerful hand, 


let me addreſs you once again. 


J obſerve ſeveral perſons here, on 
BD this 


"Ty Gen, IX, - 
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this day of humiliation, who very 
rarely attend the public worſhip.— 
Why, my friends, why do you wrong 
your on foul? Why do you with- 
draw yourſelves from the preaching 
of the goſpel? Know ye not, that JE- 
Us paſeth by + in the way of his or- 
dinances ? Here you may, like Bar- 
timeus of old, approach the Son of 
David, and obtain recovery of your 
fight. . Here you may obtain faith and 
holineſs. Faith cometh by hearing, 
and holineſs by the word of GOD. 
And are theſe bleſſings worth your 
attendance? Can you live happily 
without them? Can you die com- 
fortably without them? Or can you, 
without them, be prepared to meer 
your GOD, when he cometh to judge 
the world !—Why ſhould you forſake 


12 the 


+ Matt. xx. 30. 
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the aſſembling yourſelves together? 
Do you hear-terrifying or diſtreſſing 
doctrines, in this place? Is not this 
the houſe of praiſe, as well as of pray- 
er? Does not the joyful ſound echo un- 
der theſe roofs? Is not CHRIST ſet 
forth crucified before your eyes? 
Crucified for ſuch offenders as you! 
Crucified, that ſuch offenders as you, 
may be pardoned; may be accepted; 
may be glorified? And will you def- 
Piſe ſuch a divinely compaſſionate SA- 
VIOUR? Will you refuſe ſuch aſto- 
niſhingly rich mercies? O! that here- 
after you may © be glad, when they 
<« ſay unto you, Let us go into the 
*** courts of the LORD . 


Should my wiſhes prove vain, I 1 


have at leaſt delivered my meſlage. 
If you periſh through obſtinacy and 
unbelief, 


„ Pſal. exxii. t. 
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unbelief, I am clear from your blood. 
I call heaven and earth to witneſs, 
you. have been warned; you have 
been inſtructed; you have been ex- 
horted. You. cannot ſay, You periſh. 
for lack of knowledge. For life and- 
| ſalvation have been ſet before you; 
| have been brought to your very door; 
and you are importuned to lay hold: 
of them. Lou will therefore be with- 
out excuſe, and have no cloke for 
| your guilt. 

E But why ſhould 1 leave you, with 
ſuch melancholy. apprehenſions. Let. 
me hope better things of you. Let 
me hope, that you will not diſregard 
theſe admonitions; however you may 
have diſregarded too many exhortations 
of this kind. This is a remarkable 
day. O! that it may be memorable, 
on account of your turning to GOD. 

f Let this be its diſtinction, through all. 
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your future life. Let this be its dif- 
tinction, through all the ages of e- 
ternity. That you may ſay—when 
death ſummons you into the inviſible 
ſtate; when the trump of GOD calls 
you to the great tribunal : when you 
mingle with faints and angels, in the, 
kingdom of heaven“ Bleffed be 
« GOD for that ſolemn day, and its 
« ſacred exerciſes! That was the day 
of my better birth. Then 1 began 
* to conſider. Then I began to pray. 
* Then | began to ſee my undone 


„condition, and my extreme need- of 


© a SAVIOUR. Then too 1 faw 
ESU, giving himſelf a ſacrifice 
* for my fins, and redeeming me to 
© GOD with his blood.” —Happy ! 
Thrice happy! Inexpreſſibly happy 
day | if thus, if thus improved! You 
have, I preſume, abſtained from your 
uſual food ; as yow have been joining 

in 
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in confeſſion, ſupplication, and prayer. 
This is well done. But this is only 
half; rather it is, by infinite degrees, 
the ſmalleſt part of your duty. It is 
not ſaid, When the wicked man ab- 
ſtaineth from his uſual food, but 
„ When he turneth from his wicked- 
«© neſs.” It is not ſaid, When he joins 
in public confeſſion to GOD, but when 
he doth that which is lawful and 
right.” TEN he ſhall ave—He 
{hall ſave his ſoul——He ſhall fave his ſoul 
alive. O that all, from the king on 
the throne, to the labourer in the 
barn; from the higheſt nobleman, to 
the meaneſt tradeſman ; that all might 
now be inclined, now be enabled, to 
turn unto the SAVIOUR of the 
world. In him millions, unnumber— 
ed millions of wretched ſinners, have 
found recovery and liberty. Recovery 
from the death, and liberty from the 

14 bondage 
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bondage of fin. And (bleſſed be his 


unbounded grace) yet there is 
room. 

Then the national faſt would be a 
national bleſſing. Whereas, without 
this all-important turning to the ado- 
rable SAVIOUR, What will the for- 
malities of our devotion ſignify? They 
will be a mere lip- labour; a religious 
trifling. Nay; they will be a ſolemn 
mockery of the ALMIGHTY, and 
provoke his abhorrence. Does not 
JEHOVAH himſelf ſpeak to the ſame 
purpoſe ? © Is it ſuch a faſt that I 
© have choſen? A day for a man to 
< afſflict his ſoul? Is it to bow down 
his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread 
% ſackcloth and aſhes under him?“ 
To diſcontinue your ordinary buſineſs, 
and refrain from a meal's meat? To 


make a little doleful lamentation, and 


put up a few petitions extorted by 
fcar ? 


.. 5 
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fear? Will you call this a faſt,” ſaith 
the high and holy One, with an air 
of ſovereign contempt ! This an ac- 
„ ceptable day to the LORD?” No, 
verily ; it is the moſt odious hypocriſy. 
Like crying, Hail Maſter, with the 
tongue ; while treachery and enmity 


fill the heart. Unleſs you turn to 


CHRIST, that you may be waſhed; 
that you may be juſtiſied; that you 
may be ſanctiſied. That, having re- 
miſſion of fins through his blood, and 
peace of conſcience through his grace, 
you may feel the bands of wickedneſs 
looſed, and may become the willing 
fervants of righteouſneſs. | 
When this is done, we anſwer the 

end of our ſacred aſſembly, and the 
deſign. of GOD's. alarming viſitations. 
When this is done, we may reaſonably 
hope—that as individuals, our “light 
5 ſhall break forth like the morning, 

1 5 and. 
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e and our health ſhall ſpring forth 
„ ſpeedily” —that as a community, 
ce the favour of GOD ſhall go before 
„us, and the glory of the LORD 
5 ſhall be our reward &.“ 

Then may we look around on our 
moſt enraged enemies, and fay with 
the pſalmiſt; Though an hoſt of 
* men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet 
* ſhall not my heart be afraid 4.” — 
Then may we look backward to the 
late deſolating earthquake, and ſay 
with the believers of old; © God is 
* our refuge and ſtrength ; therefore 
„ will we not fear, though the earth 
* be removed, and though the moun- 
« tains be carried into the midſt of the 
„ ſea f—Then may we look forward 
to an incomparably more dreadful 
ſcene, even to the righteous JUDGE, 
and 
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and the great tribunal, and ſay with 
the triumphant apoſtle; Who ſhall 


ce lay any thing to our charge? It is 


G00 that juſtiſieth f.“ 


Let me intreat you therefore, bre- 


thren, for the ſake of your own im- 
mortal ſouls, and for the welfare of 
our endangered nation; let me charge 
you, by all that is deſirable in time, 


and awful in eternity; not to neglect 


theſe counſels. Being fo ſolemnly re- 
proved, if you. © harden your neck,” 
your deſtruction cometh ſuddenly, and 
* that without remedy 1.“ Having 
theſe warnings from the divine word, 
and warnings from the divine Provi- 
dence, © if ye ſtill do wickedly ;” it 


is not man, it is not an angel, it is 


GOD HIMSELF who declares ; “ Ye 
* ſhall be conſumed”—even “ ye“ 
your country, © and your king ||.” 

I 6 1H 


f Rom, vin. 33. Prov. xxix. 1. | Sam. X xii, 23. 
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VISITATION SERMON. 


GAL. vi. 14. 


God forbid, that I ſhould glory, ſave in 
the croſs of our LORD FESUS 


—_—_ HE croſs of CHRIST, was 


8 T the favourite topick of St. 
99 5 NW. 8 Paul's contemplation.— The 


croſs of CHRIST, was the 
choſen ſubject of his ſermons, and 
the grand theme of his writings.— At 


all 
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all times, and in every capacity he 
profeſſed, he avowed, he gloried in 
the croſs of CHRIST —Nay, what is 
very remarkable, he gloried in nothing 
elſe—And, what is ſtill more obſerva- 
ble, he abhorred the thought of glo- 


Tying in any thing elſe. He ſpeaks of 


fuch a practice, in the language of de- 
teſtation and dread; accounting it a 
high degree, both of folly and of wic- 
kedneſs: God forbid, that I ſhould: 
“ glory, ſave in the croſs. of our 
4 LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 

It may, therefore, be an employ 
worthy of our preſent attention, to 
enquire into the nature, the reaſonable- 
ne, and the wi/dom, of this reſolu- 
tion. All which, I hope, will ap- 
pear, if we conſider, 


I. In what the apoſtle would of 
glory. 
: II. In 


* 
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H. In what he did glory. 


III. What reaſon he had, to glory in 

the croſs of CHRIST. 

Theſe points being briefly diſpatch- 
ed, I ſhall beg leave to add a word of 
epplication : ſuggeſted by the tenour 
of the diſcourſe, and adapted to the 


circumſtances of my ſeveral h earers. 


And may that adorable JESUS, who. . 
has exchanged his croſs for an heaven- 


ly crown, accompany all with his di- 
vine bleſſing ! 


Let us then enquire, 

I. In what the apoſtle did not glory? 
Not in the greatneſs of his learning, 
as a ſcholar. He was brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel; educated by the 
moſt famous tutor of the age. Nor 
was his genius, or his induſtry, infe- 

rior 
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rior to the other advantages of his e- 
ducation. Yet all theſe advantages, 
with their correſpondent acquilitions, 
he accounted no better than pompous 
Ignorance, or refined folly. 

Not in the /tri&ne/5-of his life, as a 
Few.—In this reſpect, he profited a- 
bove his equals : © Was taught ac- 


* cording to the perfect manner of 
the law of the fathers *“; after the 


« ſtreighteſt ſect of their religion he 
lived a Phariſee :“ Was zealous, 
exceedingly zealous, of the whole ce- 
remonial law, and of all the tradition- 
al conſtitutions. Which accompliſh- 
ments muſt finiſh his character among 
his countrymen; muſt open his way 
to ſome of the firſt honours of the na- 
tion; and gave him a name among 


thoſe worthies, who were reputed the 


excellent of the earth. But what others 
counted 


us Ads Anil. 3. + Ads xxvi. 5, 
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counted gain, this he counted loſs for 
CHRIST. 

Not in the eminency of his gifts, nor 
in the extent of his u/efulneſs, as a 
Chriſtian miniſter, -He had been 
caught up into the third heaven ; had 
heard the words of GOD, and ſeen 
the viſion of the Almighty; had 
wrought.all manner of wonders, and 
ſigns, and mighty. deeds.—W hat was 
fill more valuable, he had planted 
churches, and converted fouls. His 
labours were gone out into all lands, 
and his words into the ends of the 
earth. Vet all theſe acquirements, be- 
fore the infinite GOD, were defective : 
All theſe performances, in point-of ju- 
ſification, were inſiſſicient. Therefore, 
in none of theſe he gloried. Which re- 
minds me of the ſecond inquiry. 


II. In what the apoltle did glory? 


— He 
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—He gloried in a croſs. Strange! 


what ſo ſcandalous as a croſs ? On a 


croſs rebellious ſlaves were executed. 
The croſs was execrable among men, 


and accurſed even by GOD *. Yet 
the apoſtle glories in the croſs. —Cru- 
cifixion not being uſed among us, the. 


expreſſion does not ſound ſo harſh ; 


neither is the idea ſo horrid. But to 


the ear of a Galatian, it conveyed. 


much the ſame meaning, as if the a- 


poſtle had gloried in a halter; gloried 


in the gallows; gloried in a gibbet +. 


Stupid 4 


Gal, ii. 13. 

+ Some perſons, I am informed, were difguſted at theſe 
words, Halter, Gallows, Gibbet. They are ſo horridly con- 
temptible.!-To whom I would reply; That the croſs, in 
Point of ignominy and torment, included all this and more, 
Unleſs the Engliſh- reader forms to himſelf ſome ſuch image, 
he will never be able to apprchend the ſcandaltaus nature, and 
ſhocking circumſtances, of his divine Maſter's death. 

The words, I muſt confeſs, were diverſified, and the ſen- 
timent was reiterated, on purpoſe to aſſect the mind with this 


aſtoniſhing 
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* Stupid creature! (perhaps fome may 
C reply) To undervalue the moſt ſub- 
« ſtantial endowments, and glory in 
„ infamy itſelf !!'—But ſtop a mo- 
ment, and hear the apoſtle farther. 
He glories in the croſs of CHRIST; 
that illuſtrious perſon, who was an- 
ointed to be the all- inſtructing prophet, 
the all- atoning prieſt, and the all- con- 
-quering king of the church. IIIn the 
croſs of CHRIST FESUS ; who by the 
-diſcharge of all thoſe important offices, 
ſhould /ave his people from the do- 
minion of ſin, and from the damnation 


; of 


aſtoniſlLing truth. Neither can I prevail upon myſelf to ex- 
punge the expreſſions ; unleſs I could ſubſtitute others of a 
more ignominious and execrable import, Only I would 


beg of the ſerious reader, to ſpend a moment in the follow- 


ing reflection: -* Is it ſo? That a polite and delicate ear, 
can hardly endure ſo much as the ſound of the words? How 
« amazing then was the condeſcenſion ! How charming and 
* adorable the goodneſs of GOD's illuſtriaus Son ; to bear 
4 all that is ſignified by theſe intolerable vile terms! Bear it 


Th u il ing y. bear it chear fully. for us men, and dur ſalvation 


> —— ͤ G4̃ 
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of hell.—In the croſs of CHRIST FE- 


SUS, OUR LORD; and not ours on- 


ly, but LORD of all. Who doeth 
according to his will, in the army of 
heaven, and among tie inhabitants of 
the earth . Who hath'on his ve- 
« ſture, and on his thigh, a name 
“ written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
* OF LORDS f.“ 

And is it poflible for any human 
heart, to contemplate the croſs of ſo 
divine a being, and not to glory ? Is 
it poſſible to ſay, Angels, he rules 
„ over” you; © but he died on a 
&* croſs for”” me; and not exult in 
ſuch tranſporting beneficence?— This 
will be more evident, if we examine, 


III. What rea/en the apoſtle had, to 


nag & in the croſs of CHRIST. — The 
croſs, 


* Dan. iv. 35. ' + Rev. xix. 6. 
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croſs, though in itſelf an ignominious 


tree, yet being the croſs of CHRIST, 
is infinitely ennobled. It becomes 
the tree of life. It bears the divineſt 
fruit. Its cluſters are all Hpiritually 
and heavenly bleflings. Two or three 
of thole cluiters, you will permit me 
to ſelect; and may the GOD of all 
mercy make them better than a feaſt, 
to every humble ſoul ! 

One bleſſing is the pardon of fin. 
The pardon of all ſin, original and 
actual: Sin that is remembered, and 
fin that is forgotten: Sin, however 
circumianced, or however aggrava- 
ted. The pardon of all was purchaſed 
by the death of CHRIST completely 
purchaſed ;—ſo that, againſt the true 
believer, fin ſhall never riſe up in judg- 
ment; * ſhall not ſo much as be men- 
* tioned unto him *; ſhall be done 

away, 


* Ezck, xviii. 22. 
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away, as though it had never been. 
For thus ſaith the ambaſſador of the 
Prince of peace; © Be it known unto 
you, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the 
e forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him all 
e that believe are juſtified from all 
„ things f.“ — Oh my ſoul ! My guilty 
ſoul ! What are all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glories of them, 
compared to this ineffable bleſſing! 
Yet this is but one among a multt- 
tude. 

Another benefit, accruing from the 
croſs of CHRIST, is © reconciliation 
&« with GOD.-When we were ene- 
“ mies, we were reconciled to GOD, 
© by the death of his Son *.“ Not 
pardoned only but accepted-; from a 
ſtate of enmity, reſtored to a ſtate of 
Favour ; even that“ - favour, which is 


© better 


Ads Thi. 38. Rom. v. 10. 
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<< better than life 4.” —A privilege of 


ſuch ſuperlative excellency, that it was 
celebrated in the hymns of angels. 
When the heavenly hoſt uttered a 
ſong, this was the ſubject of their har- 
monious joy: © Glory be to GOD in 


the higheſt ; and on earth peace; 
„ good-will towards men f.” * By 


©* the birth of this wonderful child, 


and the death he ſhall ſuſtain, peace 
c ig made between heaven and earth. 
And not peace only, but a divine 


K «* friendſhip 
+ Pſal. IX iii. 4. bo Loke ll 14. 


There ſeems to be a beautiful- gradetion, in this angelic 


hymn. Good-will is more expreſlive, and denotes a richer 
bleſſing than peace. Tbe original EY, is a word of 


the moſt amiable and noble meaning. It ſignifies a very 


high efteem, and a very tender benevolence. By a word of the 


fame import, the ſame Almighty FATHER expreſſes his in- 


finite ſatis faction, in the perſon and undertaking of his belo- 
ved SON. Matth. iii. 1 7, 


Would my reader have the livelieſt paraphraſe on this paſ- 


"ſage? Or fee the attings of this divine complacency, deſcri- 
bed with inimitable deticacy ? Let him tteng to the prophet 


Zephaniah © 


— TT TC CT 


_ = - - =O, 


SO 


. 2 * 
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% friendſhip commences. GOD re— 
gards the poor apoſtate race of men, 
© not only without indignation, but 
* with complacency and delight. He 


66 rejoices over them to do them good &.“ 


Another benefit is holzneſs : Or, if 


you pleaſe, the true, the Chriſtian 
morality.— Let none think, the be- 
liever in JESUS diſparages true mora- 
lity. True morality 4s the image 
of the bleſſed GOD. lt is moſt char- 
mingly delineated, throughout the 
whole Bible. It is the beginning of 
Heaven in the human ſoul. And its 
proper origin is from the croſs of our 
divine MASTER — For through the 
merits of his death, ſinners are made 


partakers 


[Zephaniah : The LORD thy 60D. in the midſt of thee, is 
mighty. He will ſave: He with-rejdice over thce with jay. He 
-will reft in his love : He will joy over thee with ſinging, Chap, 
Me 17, 

| * Deut. xxvili. 
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partakers of the HOLY SPIRIT ; who 
writes upon their hearts, and makes 
legible in their converſation, what was 
anciently written upon the mitre of 
the high-prieſt, HoLiness TO THE 
Loxzv——And oh! what a motive is the 


croſs of CHRIST, to the exerciſe of 


every virtue: He died; my LORD, 
my JUDGE, my KING, died; to re- 
deem me from all iniquity, and mate me 
zealous ef good works, How powerful- 
ly, far beyond any nated inſtructionc, 
or abſtract reaſonings, do ſuch confi- 


derations invite us—urge us con- 


ſtrain us 4, to renounce all ungodlineſs, 
and adorn the goſpel of GOD our SA- 


VIOUR! . 
| K 2 Another 

T2 Cor. v. 14. 

Religion! Thou the ſoul of happineſs: 

And, groaving Czlvory, of thee! There ſhine 

The nobleſt eruths, there, ſtrongeſt motives fling ! 

There, ſacred violence afſu'ts the ſoul ; 

T here, nothing but compulſion is forborne. 


Night- Thoughts, No, IV. 
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Another blefling is, victory over 
death. This alſo is the fruit on that 
once deteſted, but now ever beloved, 
tree. For, thus it-is written ; © That 
through death, he might deſtroy him 
* who had the power of death; that is, 
'< the devil; and deliver them who, 
„ through fear of death, were all 
* their life-time ſubject to bon- 
* dage *. The devil is faid to have 
the power of death; becauſe, by 
tempting, too ſucceſsfully, our ſirſt 
parents, he brought death into the 
world; becauſe by tempting their 
poſterity to ſin, and too often pre- 
vailing, he arrays death in horror; he 
arms death with its ſting, But 
CHRIST, by expiating our guilt has 
diſarmed this laſt enemy; has taken 
away its ſting; and made it not loſs, 

but 


* Heb. ii. 14. 15. 


THE CHRISTTIAN'S GLORY. 211 


} but gain io die f.— The gay, and the 
1 healthy, know not how to form an 
ee eſtimate of this deliverance. Nor can 
any-words of mine deſcribe it, with 
proper energy. Go to dying beds; 
there you will learn its true worth. 
Aſk ſome. agonizing friend; he, and 
he-atone, can tell you, what a bleſſing 
it is, to have the king of terrors con- 
verted into a meſſenger of peace. 
| One bleſſing more I would men- 
f tion, and earneſtly wiſh it, in due 
> time, to all my hearers; © an en- 
« trance into heaven.” This too is the 
produce of our Redeemer's croſs.— 
St. John ſaw a. bright aſſembly of 
happy beings,” clothed with white 
” robes, and palms in their hands; re- 
* jJoicing before the throne of GOD. 
: Theſe, ſaid one of the venerable el- 
K 3 ders, 


+ Phil. i. 21. 
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ders, „are they who came out cf 
great tribulation, and have waſhed 
* their robes, and made them White 
in the blood of the lamb. Tarert- 
*© FORE are they before the throne }. 
They came out of great tribula- 
tion: They ſuffered, it is probable, 
in the fervice of CHRIST. Perhaps, 
they laid down their lives for his ſake. 
But this was not their pafiport into 
the regions. of bliſs —** They waſhed 
„ their robes in the blood of the 
„ LAMB;” They had applied to their 
own ſouls, the merits and atonement 
of the cruciſied FESUS. By this 
means, they were preſented without 
{pot and blameleſs. On this account, 
they were admitted to © ſee the King 
of heaven in his beauty ;“ and to 

be ever, ever with the LORD. 
Since 


1 Rev. vii. 9. 14, 15. + If; waxxiit. 1). 
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Since then the croſs of CHRIST, 
was demonſtrative of ſuch ſtupendous 
love; ſince it is productive of benefits, 


innumerable, invaluable, and eternal; 


was there not a cauſe, for the apoſtle 


to glory on this behalf ?—Nay, might 


not the very ſtones have cried out, to 
reproach him with inſenſibility and in- 


gratitude, if he had neglected to glory 
in the croſs of CHRIST *— And ſince 
this love was ſhewed, theſe beneſits 


were procured ; not for h:m only, but 


for vs, and for all generations; does 


not this afford me an opportunity of 
applying the doctrine to each particu- 
lar hearer ?, 


1. Let me addreſs, or rather let me 
congratulate, my * brethren in the 


<' miniſtry.” — Though you cannot 


controul the laws of nature; though 


you, cannot ſee into the ſecrets of fu- 


K 4 turity ; 
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turity ; you have the ſame cauſe of 
glorying, with the very chiefeſt of. 
the apoſtles. A caufe of glorying, 
which that holy man of GOD eſteem- 


ed, far above all ſuch miraculous abi- 


lities. You have the croſs of 


CHRIST, 
For your ſtudy, as men- 
For your Hope, as Chriſtians : 


For your preaching,” as miniſters. 


For your ud), as men. Here, the 


reaſoning faculties may exert them- 
ſelves, with everlaſting improvement, 


and everlaſting delight..—Here, we 
contemplate the wonders, the unpa- 
ralleled wonders, of a GOD made man: 
Dying, as a pattern of patience ; as a 
martyr for truth; as an all- perfect ſa- 
crifice for ſin.— Here, the LORD JE- 


HOVAH hath fully granted, what 
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his ſervant Moſes | ſo earneſtly requeſt- 


ed: He hath made al! his glory to 


paſs, before the aſtoniſhed eyes of an- 
gels, and of men.— Here, juſtice has 
ſet her moſt awful terrors in array; e- 
ven while goodneſs appears, with inex- 
preſſible livelineſs, and the moſt at- 
tractive beauty. Here, truth, more. 
unſhaken than a rock, takes her im- 
moveable ſtand ; and mercy, tenderer 
than the mother's tear, yearns with 
bowels of everlaſting pity.—In a 
word ; the croſs of CHRIST is a con- 
fpicuous theatre, on which all the di- 
vine perfections unite and harmonize, . 
and ſhine forth with tranſcendent lu- 
ſtre. 

As Chriſtians, we have, in the croſs 
of CHRIST, the richeſt proviſion for 
our own ſpiritual wants. This is a2 

K 5 foundation 


1. Exod, xxxiii 18, 


* 
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foundation of the ſublimeſt hope, and 
a fountain of the moſt exuberant zoy. 
This affords matter for the deepeit 
humility, and yields fuel for the moſt 
flaming love. Faith in our cruciked 
FESUS, is an ever-active principle 
of the moſt chearful and exact obedi- 
ence: is an ample and inexhauſtible 
magazine, from which we may fetch 
arms to conquer; abſolutely conquer, 
the allurements of the world, the ſo- 
licitations of the fleſh, and the temp- 
tations of the devil.—-By this, a way 
is opened for us into the Holy of Holtes ; 
and what may we not venture to aſk, 
what may we not expect to receive, 
who have the blood of the everlaſting 


covenant. to plead, in all our ap- 


proaches to the throne of grace ?—-» 
Having, therefore, ſuch an HiGn» 
PRIEST ; having in his croſs, unſearch- 
able riches; who ſhall make our glory- 


ing 


Rh * 
2 
> Ao 
5 


q 
77 


— 

: * 7 
Kg 
$4 


£ * * — * k 5 T's. * 

5 13 ly N 0 n 

4 — lap, > 2 . ” wy Sin Þ: 3 5 
2 r 5 39 N N ** 1 . 


THE CHRISTIANS GLORY. 217; 


ing void? What ſhall hinder us from 
rejoicing and ſaying? *© Bleſled be 
« GOD, for theſe opening beauties 
e of ſpring! Bleſſed be GOD, for the 
« expected fruits of autumn ! Bleſſed 
« be GOD; for ten thouſand thouſand 
« gifts of his indulgent Providence. 
«- But above all, bleſſed be GOD, for 
ce the croſs of CHRIST.“ 

As Miniſters of the goſpel, we are 
not left to ſet before our hearers, a 
ſyſtem. of refined heatheniſm; or to en- 
tertain them with cold, ſpiritleſs lec- 
tures of virtue. No; we have the 
infinitely tender love, the immenſely free 
grace, of the bleeding dying IMMA- 
NUEL, to diſplay—to improve to 
enforce. And is there a topic, in the 
whole compaſs of oratory; is there an 
argument, amidit all the ſtores of rea- 


en; ſo admirably calculated to touch 


the „neſt movements of the ſoul? To 
K. 6 ſtrike 
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ſtrike all the inmoſt ſprings. of action, 
with the moſt perſuaſive, the moſt 
commanding energy? Would we 
alarm the ſupine, or intimidate the 
preſumptuous * We may call them to 
behold GOD's own SON, weltering 
in blood; GOD's own SON, trans- 
fixed with the arrows of juſtice. We 
may bid them conſider; if judgment 
begins with the immaculate Mediator, 
where fſball the irreclaimable ſinner 
appear? How will he eſcape the ſtroke, 
how bear the weight, of GOD's ever- 
laſting vengeance ? Would we com- 
fort the diſtreſſed? We may point them 
to an atonement, whoſe merits are in- 
finite, and able to ſave to the very ut- 
termoſt K. We may lead them to a 
Tighteouſneſs, whoſe efficacy is un- 
bounded, and ſufficient to juſtify the 
ungodly, And what balm can be ſo 

{overeign, 


os Heb. vil, 25. 
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ſovereign, for a wounded conſcience ? 
——Are we to ſupport the weak, and 
animate the doubting * Here, we may 
ſhew them promiſes; free promiſes + ; 
exceeding great and precious promiſes ; 
ratified by the oath of JEHOVAH, 
and ſealed -by the blood of his Son.. 
And what cordials can be ſo reſtorative, 
to the drooping Chriſtian ? 


In ſhort, the doctrine of the croſs, 


is ſuited to anſwer all the great ends of 
our miniſtry, and promote all the 
truly valuable intereſts of our people. 
By this, the HOLY SPIRIT delights 
to work. And this, O Satan, ſhall 
„be thy plague:” This, O Sin,“ ſhall 
* be thy deſtruction 1. However, 


therefore, 


To man the bleeding croſs has promis'd all; 
The bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace; 
Who gave his life, what grace will he deay ? 


Night Thoughts, No. IV. 
{ Hoſ. Xi, 14. 
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therefore, the croſs might be to the 
Jews. a ſtumbling- block, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs; GOD forbid, that. 
2we ſhould glory in any thing elſe !— 
Let this be the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and ending *, of all our 
public miniſtrations.—Let me leave a 
ſavour of this knowledge, which. is 
far better than precious ointment, in 
every private company.—Let it ap- 
pear from all our converſation ; That 
the ections of our heart, and the la- 
bours of our life, are devoted, wholly 
devoted, 


} 6 
»The author, who could write the ſpirited and weighty lines 
which foilbw, muſt doubtleſs have this conviction deep on 
his heart, 

— - Tbou, my All ! 

My theme! my inſpiration ! and my crown ! 
- My ſtrength in age! my riſe in low eſlate! 

My ſoul's ambition, pleaſure, wealth — My world.! 

My light in darkneſs! and my life in death! 

My boaſt through time! bliſs throngh etcrvity ! 

My ſacrifice ! my God !--- What things are theſe ! 

Night Thoughts, No. IV. 
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devoted, to our adored REDEEMER's 
croſs. — Happy the people, who are un- 
der the care of ſuch miniſters! and 
bleſſed the miniſters, who walk. accor- 
ding to this rule! 


2. Let me exhort all true believers. 
Thoſe, who are vile in their own eyes, 
and to whom CHRIST alone is preci- 
ous —Remember, brethren, what is 
written in the prophet: it is a deſcrip- 
tion of your ſtate: It 1s a deſcription 
for your conduct. * In the“ LORD, 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, “ ſhall 
all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and 
«© in HIM ſhall they glory 4.” | 

Let none ſay, that religion is a 
glcomy or uncomfortable ſtate: I call up- 
on you, this day to rejoice f ;—Let 

none 


+ I. xiv, 25, 
} 'Tis this makes Chriſtian triumph a command: 
'Tis this makes joy a duty to the wiſe, 
Night Thoughts, No. IV, 
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none ſay that religion is a mean or deſ- 
picable thing: I call upon you this 
day, to g/ory. And have the divine 
authority for both *.——You will diſ- 
honour the bleſſed FESUS ; you will 
diſparage his ſurpaſſing excellency ; if 
you do not confide in him, and make 
your beaſt of him. CHRIST is King. 
of heaven; CHRIST is Judge of the 
world; CHRIST is GOD over all. 
And of ſuch a'SAVIOUR fhall we not 
glory? Yes, verily: And in all cir- 
cumſtances, and on every occaſion. 
Amidſt your manifold 2nfirmities,, 
glory in CHRIST. For, though he 
was crucihed in weakneſs, he hath all 
power, in heaven and earth. And it 
is written before him ; it is one of his 
immutable 


* Kevynon:, the word in our text, denotes the act of 
rejoicing, as well as of glorying. Thus it is tranſlated, Row, 
v. 11. And indeed this it always implies.---Sce Pal, v. 11. 
Bal. cxlix. 5. Sept. Tranſl, 
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immutable decrees; © fin ſhall not 
* have dominion over you .—A- 
midſt your various failings, glory in 
CHRIST. For, his righteouſneſs. co- 
vers all your imperfections; his righ- 
teouſneſs ſecures you from wrath and 
condemnation; and, though deficient 
in yourſelves, you are complete in 
him .— Under the preſſure of tr:bula- 
tions, lift up your heads, and glory 
in the croſs. Becauſe, the Captain of 
your falvation was made perfect thro* 
ſufferings. If you ſuffer with him, 
you ſhall alſo reign with him. And 
the ſufferings of this preſent time, are 


not worthy to be compared with the 


happineſs, which CHRIST hath pur- 
chaſed with his agonies, and will. 
quickly beſtow on his people. When 
Death approaches ; death that cuts off 

the 


1 Nom. vi. 14. | 1 Coloſſ. ii. 17. . 
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the ſpirit of princes, and is terrible a- 
mong the kings of the earth; do you 
ſtill glory in the croſs. Adhering to 
this banner, you may boldly and tri- 
umphantly ſay ; “ O death, where is 
thy ſting? O grave, where is. thy 
“ victory *? When that great, e- 
mendous day ſhall come, which puts an 
end to time and terreſtrial things; 
when that awful, that maſeſtic vvice 
is heard, which commands all the race 
of Adam to appear at the bar; then, my 

dear 


* x Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the language of a 
canqueror, addreſſed to ſome formidable, but vanguiſbed ene- 
my.---We ſhall form no improper idea of this ſignificant 
and beautiful paſage; if we picture to ourſelves the good a- 
poſtle, in the attitude of thoſe Hebrew captains, who ſet their 
feet on the necks of the five Canaan#iſh kings, Joſh. x. 255 
If we ſuppoſe him, in ſuch a poſture, to utter this anima- 
ted exclamation, or rather this pious inſult, over the two 
grand, but proſtrate adverſaries of mankind; „ O Death! 
* Fifhere is now thy ſting? Since CHRIST has expiated fin, 
« by the ſacrifice of himſelf? O Grave ! M bere is now thy - 
* piftory ? Since CHRIST is both 1iſen himſelf, and has 


aſcettained to his people a joyful reſurrection 2'? 
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dear brethren in CHRIST, then alſo 
ſhall you glory in the croſs, when o- 
thers, in an agony of terror, call up- 
on rocks to- fall upon them, and 
mountains to overwhelm them ; This 
ſhall be your ſedate appeal; rather, 
this ſhall be your heroic challenge : 
* Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of GOD's clect ? It is GOD 
* that juſtifeth. Who is he that 
* condemneth ! It is CHRIST that 
„died *.“ —Then ſhall you enter 
the harbour of eternal reſt, not like a 
ſhipwrecked mariner, cleaving to ſome. 
broken plank, and hardly eſcaping the 
raging waves; but like ſome ſtately 
veſſel, with all her ſails expanded, and 
riding before a proſperous gale +: 
3. Let 
Rom. viii. 33. 34. | 
+ St. Peter's expreſſion, Eicodeg mA&orG tmiyognyn*® 
8,orT& is perhaps too nervous, and too noble, to admit of. 


an adequate tranſlation: The above compariſon is, I think, a 
pertinent 
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3. Let me caution the /e/f-righteous. 
Thoſe, who more frequently think of 


their own piety, than of CHRIST's o- 


bedience ; are more apt to cry out with 


the Phariſte, I am no extortioner, 
„ no adulterer ;” than to confeſs with 
the publican, GOD be merciful 
to me a finner.”—— What ſhall I ſay 
to theſe perſons? Let me not be thought 
cenſorious, when my only aim is to 


be faithful. Beware, 1 beſcech you, 


beware, leſt you. build for cternity, 
not on a rock, but on the /and. How- 
ever you may appear in your own light ; 
before the adorable majeſty of the e- 


verlaſting GOD, before the. conſummate. 


perfection of his holy law, you are 
leſs than nothing ; ; you are worſe than 
nothing. 


pertinent illuſtration of the delicate ſentiment, and the de- 


lightful doctrine. A ſhip wafted into the port, under the. 


full influence of wind and tide, ſeems to afford the fincit 
repreſentation of a large, a rich, an abundant entrance... 


2 Pct. i. 11. 
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nothing. You are, indeed you are, 
- deficiency and fin. Renounce, there- 
fore, renounce-all dependence on ſelf. 
Truſt no longer in a refuge of lies: 
leſt all your adivired attainments, at 
1 the day of final retribution, be like 
= . fraw, and hay, and Hubble, in Ne- 
; buchadnezzar's burning fiery furnace. 

 —[mitate the bleſſed penman of my 

text. Are you blameleſs in your ex- 
3 ternal carriage? So was he. Are you 
exemplary in many points? So was he. 
Yet all this righteouſneſs he © ac- 
* counted but dung, for the excel- 
„ lency of the knowledge of CHRIST 
« JESUS his LORD *. Be this 
your pattern. Write "emptineſs upon 
your own duties; emptineſs upon your 
* - own works; and you ſhall be filled 
* -with all theu/neſs of GOD your SA- 
 VIOUR. Every other cauſe of glory- 


ing 


0 Phil, Ui. 9. 
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ing will be like the morning-cloud, 
or the carly dew, which paſſeth awvay f. 
But this cauſe of glorying, will “ ſtand 
„ faſt for ever more as the moon,” 
and © as the faithful witneſs in hea— 
nen.. 

Can I conclude, without adding a 
word of admonition to the wicked? 
Thoſe I mean, who are enemies to 
the croſs of CHRIST ; who mind 
earthly things; but neither hunger 
nor thirſt after righteouſneſs. —My 
ſoul remembers *the wormwood and 
the gall of ſuch a Kate; and cannot 
but tenderly pity theſe unhappy peo- 
ple.— Alas! my friends, what have 
you to glory in ? The devil and his an- 
gels expect, ere long, to glory in your 
deſtruction. Thoſe malignant fiends 
are eying you as their prey, and are 

impatient 


t Hof, vi. 4. {Pal I x xix. 36, 
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impatient to begin your torment. 
Great, inexpreſſibly great, is your 
danger. The LORD Almighty open 
your eyes to diſcern it —Neverthe- 
leſs, your caſe is not deſperate. You 
f may yet be delivered,“ as a bird out 
doof the ſnare of the fowler.” Look 
- unto the crucified JESUS. Why does 
| he hang on that bloody tree? Why are 
; his hands pierced with iron ? Why is 
his body racked with pain ? Why his 
heart torn with anguiſſr? It is for yor, 
ſinners, for yov. That blood is pour- 
ed out, to cleanſe you from guilt. Thoſe 
wounds are ſuſtained, to heal your con- 
ſciences. That anguiſh is endured, to 
obtain reſt for your ſouls. —In that 
mangled body © dwells all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead .“ Great, beyond 
imagination great, is the merit of thoſe 

ſufferings. 


9 1 Coloſſ. u. 9. 
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"ſufferings. Why then, O! why will 
you die? Why will you periſh for 
ever; who have an all-/ufficient propiti- 
ation in the croſs of CHRIST? Fly to 
this ſanctuary. Fly, before it be too 
late. Fly, without a moment's delay. 
Tis. an inviolable ſanctuary. None 
ever periſhed, that fled by faith to the 
compaſſionate, the divinely compaſſion- 
ate Redeemer.— His death ſhall be a 
Full ſatisfaction for your iniquities. A 
ſenſe of his immenſely rich goodneſs 
hall win your affections; ſhall incline 
(what all the threatenings of damna- 
tion could never effect), ſhall incline 
you, to /oath your fins, and to loue 
his ſervice; ſhall ſmooth your path, 
and expedite your progreſs to the re- 
gions of immortal honour and joy. 

Having now, with great plainneſs 
of ſpeech, addreſſed my brethren in 
the 
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the miniſtry; having exhorted be- 
lievers; cautioned the /e/f-righteous 
and warned the wicked; let me com- 
mend the whole to your ſerous recol- 
lection, and to GOD's gracious bene- 
diction. And, O LORD molt holy! 
„O GOD moſt mighty! O holy and 
„ mercitul SAVIOUR! by thine a- 
* gony and bloody ſweat—by thy 
* croſs and paſſion” let not the word, 
now ſpoken, bein vainin the LORD ! 
Amen, and Amen. 
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The Miniſtry of Reconciliation : Repreſenting 
the benign Tendency of th Goſpel ; and that 
it is the friendly Ofice of Minifters, as the 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, to preſs Men with all 
imaginable Tenderneſs, Humility, and Ear- 
neſtneſs to accept the Treaty of Reconcilia- 
rien as eſtabliſhed in him, and urged by 


= him, while en Earth: 
: | A 


ESE SR OK 


Preached at the Pariſh- Church of 


All-Saints in NORTHAMPTON. 


*> +350 +8 +510 *Þ52 5250 >> Je >346 >Þte jo »Þe do #30 +24 #Þm 

We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you 
by us: We pray you in Chriſt's flcad, de ye reconciled unto 
God. 2 Cor. v, 20. 


Noreen. 


ADVERTISEMEN T, 


A this is a poſthumous piece, it may be neceſſary to obſerve 
for the ſatisfation of the public, that Mr. Hervey was 
many years ago ſolicited to print this ſermon by ſeveral wlio 
heard it ; but as he was a man of great modeſty, and had 
not then appeared as an author, he could not at that time be 
prevailed on by any ſolicitations to comply with their re- 
- queſt.--- However, at a particular friend's deſire, he tranſcii- 
bed it from his ſhort- hand copy, and gave it to him, Some 
years afterwards this friend deſired Mr. Hervey to reviſe it 
with a view of its being publiſhed ; which (in conjunction 
with a very eminent divine) he accordingly did; and then 
returned the copy to his friend; telling him that as the Me- 
ditations on the Tombs, &c. had been ſo well received, he 
had now no objection againſt publiſhing it with ſome other 
-ſermons ; and that ke might one day or another require it 
of him again for that purpoſe. This ſermon is printed from 
that very copy; and Mr, Hervey himſelf would probably 
have added it to the volume, which contains his four ſer- 
mons, had he happened to recollect that it was in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a friend, who would willingly have relinquiſhed i: 
to its author for publication, 


. 


Leere 


2 Cok. V. 18. 


All things are of GOD, who hath re- 
conciled us to himſelf by JESUS 
CARIST, and hath given to us the 


miniſtry of reconciliation. 


*S2SS HE love of GOD, that ſu- 
T 8 premely glorious, and ſu- 
premely gracious Being, is 

R of all other tempers, the 
molt delightful and divine. A ſacred 
flower, which in its carly. bud is hap- 
pineſs, and in its full bloom is heaven. 
— To plant this noble principle in the 
breaſt, to cultivate its growth, and- 
L 3 bring. 
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bring it to maturity, is the grand end 
of all religton, and the genuine fruit 
of faith unfeigned.—Angels are hap- 
Py, becaufe the love of GOD tri- 
umphs eternally, and without a rival, 
in their exalted affections &. True 
believers are happy, becauſe the love 
of GOD, in a prevailing degree, is 
ſhed abroad in their hearts. The goſ- 
pel is a diſpenſation of happineſs, be- 
cauſe it diſcovers the ſuper-abundant 
loving-kindneſs of GOD to man, and 
urges the moſt engaging motives for 
our ardent love to his almighty Ma- 
jeſty. | 
The goſpel repreſents the great 
GOD, not only as beſtowing upon 

his 


To be good is to be happy Angels are happier than 
men, b ecauſe they are better. 


Guilt is the ſource of ſorrow ; 'tis the fiend, 

„ Th” averging fiend, who follows us behind; 
With whips aud ſtings; the let know none of this, 
But reſt in everlaſting peace of mind, RO WE. 
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his- creatures, all the good they enjoy ; 
but as effecting their reconciliation to- 
his own adorable ſelf. Effecting this. 
moſt deſirable of all bleſhngs, not bare- 
ly by vouchſaling a pardon, but a par- 
don.procure | by the death of his Son: 
and, by this enriching circumſtance, 
infinitely enhanced ; arrayed in all 
the charms that heaven itſelf could 
give. To render the purpoſes of his 
love more effectual and extenſive, he 
has inſtituted an order of men to 
publiſh theſe glad tidings ; and to in- 
vite, yea to beſeech the world, to 


partake the exceeding riches of his 


grace, —All which the apoſtle has ex- 
preſſed in my text, with his uſual 
energy and conciſeneſs; “ All things 
„ are of GOD, who hath reconciled, 
us to himſelf by FESUS CHRIST, 
and hath given to us the miniſtry 
5 of reconciliation.” 

L 4 From 
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From which words, permit me 
with all that ſimplicity, which be- 
comes a miniſter of the humble 
JESUS, 

I. To enlarge a little upon that glo- 
rious and amiable repreſentation of 
the blefled GOD, diſcoverable even 
by the light of nature, “ All things 
<« are of him.” 

II. To remind you, how much 
more illuſtriouſly the delightful attri- 
butes of the DEFTY are diſplayed in 
the accompliſhment of our redemp- 
tion; in that © he hath reconciled us 
to himſelf by JESUS CHRIST.” 

III. To obſerve the benign import, 
and beneficial tendency of the goſpel 
miniſtry, expreſſed in that remarkable 
clauſe, ** He hath given to us the 
& mimiftry of reconciliation.” 

Firſt, Then let me enlarge a little 
upon that glorious and amiable repre- 

{ſentation 
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ſentation of the bleſſed GOD, diſco- 
verable even by the light of nature, 
«All things are of him.” — Heaven, 
and the heaven of heavens are his, 
with all their hoſts. Thrones and 
dominions, principalities and powers, 
all the happy beings, that ſit at the 
fountain-head of felicity, were pro- 
duced by his power, and are ſupplied 
with bleſſings from his hand, are fil- 
led with joy from his countenance. 

If we trace the various emanations 
of comfort and advantage, that refreſh 
our lower. world, we ſhall find reaſon 
to acknowledge with the P/alm/t, 
„All our freſh ſprings are in GOD.” 
The day is thine, ſays the ſame ſacred. 
writer, and the night is thine; Thou 
haſt prepared the light and the ſun. . 
The magnificent luminaries in the ſky, 
are lamps of the LORD; hung up on 
high, to diſpenſe the chearing gift of 
| L 5 light. 
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light amidſt all the families of nature. 
The interchanges of night and day, 
with the viciflitudes of revolving ſea- 
ſons, are his miniſters ; all ſent on 
errands of kindneſs, and bringing the 
moſt valuable preſents in their hands. 
The innumerable variety of living 
creatures, and of nutrimental vege- 
tables, are the portion, not which 
our own induſtry bas procured, but 
which our heavenly Father's bounty 
has ſettled upon us. 

Every great endowment, beſtowed 
on the children of men; every noble 
atchievement, accompliſhed by re- 
nowned perſonages; theſe derive their 
original from the uncreated fountain 
of perfection and of power.—lf Solo- 
mon is poſſeſſed of enlarged wiſdom, 
and kingly qualities; he expreſsly ac- 
knowledges, It is from the LORD, 
ſuperintending human affairs, that 
ſuch 
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ſuch kings are advanced to reign : and 
by the LORD enlightening their: 
minds, that ſuch princes decree juſtice. 
If, at one period, Nebuchadnezzar 
purſues his conqueſt with irreſiſtible | 
zmpetuolity, it is to ſcourge the of- 
fending people of the LORD; and 
baniſh idolatry from their worſhip, as 
the driving wind ſwept the chaff from 
their floors. If, at another juncture, 
Cyrus 1s equally victorious, and 
„ comes upou princes as upon mor- 
& tar, and as the potter treadeth 
% clay.;”* it was the LORD of hoſts 
that raiſed up this accompliſhed com- 
mander from the eaſt, and bid him 
execute his deſigns of reſtoring love 
to his reformed nation.—AUl thoſe arts 
which meliorate, and ſciences which 
embelliſh life, even theſe are from the 
LORD, © who is wonderful in coun- 
< ſel, and excellent in working.” 
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The time would fail me to enume- 
rate particulars. Whatever is benefi- 


cial to communities, or comfortable. 


to individuals ; whatever ſprings from 
the rain of heaven, or is-produced by 
fruitful ſeaſons; whatever adminiſters 
to the improvement, or chears the 
heart of man; all, all acknowledge 
| GOD for their Author. He is the 
Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
The whole earth is filled with the pro- 
fuſion of bis beneſicence. And where, 
where is the creature, that has not 
taſted, that does not ſubſiſt on, the 
inexhauſtible ſtores of his bounty? — 
And though affliction alſo comes from 
the Father of our Spirits, yet this is 
no derogation from his tender mer- 
cies, Since he chaſtens, not with an 
arbitrary ſeverity, but with a parental 
piety; he chaſtens, only to amend ; 
and theſe light, theſe tranſient tribu- 

lations, 
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lations, are preparatives for an ex- 
ceeding great and eternal weight of 
glory. 

And is not ſuch a Being worthy of 
our higheſt admiration, and our de- 
vouteſt love? Has he not, by ſuch 
ineffable excellencies, ſuch unmeaſur- 
able benignity—Has he not an un- 
doubted claim, to the affections of 
our hearts, the praiſes of our tongues, 
and the unintermitted fervices of our 
lives? He is the ſource of all our 
good ; ſhould he not alſo be the 
centre of all our gratitude, and of our 
whole obedience ? — But, our obliga- 
tions will riſe immenſely higher, if 
we conſider, 

Secondly, How much more illuſtri- 
oully the delightful attributes of the 
DEITY are diſplayed in the accom- 
pliſhment of our redemption ; in that 
he hath reconciled us to himſelf by 
£ JESUS 


244 THE MINISTRY 


„ JESUS CHRIST.” —Man was crea- 
ted upright, immaculate, and in the 
image of GOD. Heavenly wiſdom 
ſhone bright in his underſtanding, and 
true - holineſs fat enthroned in his 
heart. — But how ſoon, how fatally, 
did he fall! From what height of per- 
fection, to what depth of degeneracy |. 
Since that deſtructive tranſgreſſion, all 
fleſh has corrupted his way; every 
man is become brutiſh in his know- 
ledge; and the imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart, 1s only evil con- 
tinually. © Our iniquities ſeparated. 
between us and our GOD, and our 
& fins hid his face from us,” as from 
an abominable object. Nay, our fins 
accuſed us at his righteous tribunal, 
and, like the blood of Abel, cried to 
heaven for vengeance. Vengeance 
and fiery indignation was our ex- 
pected doom, and eternal * death the 

wages. 
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wages due to our offences. — What 
rendered the miſery of mankind ſtill 
more exceſſively deplorable, and only 
not deſperate, was, That they «were 
without ſtrength; without any power 
to make ſatisfaction for their provo- 
cations, or extricate themſelves from 
this abyſs of woe.—O wretched, 
wretched man, if left in this ſtate of 
guilt and ruin! If abandoned by 
GOD, from whom thou haſt ungrate- 
fully revolted, better had it been for 
thee never to have exiſted, 

But, behold the kindneſs and love 
of GOD our Saviour! Hearken to the 
ſounding of his bowels and of his 
mercies towards us! © I have ſeen, 
“ ſaid he, (as in the caſe of enſlaved 
% [jrae!) I have ſeen the affliction of 
% my fallen creatures. They have 
© undone themſelves, but in me * is 

: « their 


+ See Hoſea ch. xii, g. 
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& their recovery. Satan has deceived, 
& and deceiving has deſtroyed them; 
& but I, even I will deliver them.” 
Wherewithal will the LORD accom- 
pliſh this deſign by his free unmerited 
goodneſs? By the blood of bulls, or 
of goats, or of all the cattle upon a 
thouſand hills? Contemptible to the 
laſt degree, are ſuch beggarly obla- 
tions; only ſo far as they typify the 
all-glorious ſacrifice, Was an angel 
charged with this important buſineſs, 
or the higheſt ſeraph bidden to inter- 
poſe as the repairer of our breach? 
The angels were abſolutely incapable 
of executing ſo great a work. It re- 
quired a far abler agent, to negociate 
our reconciliation. It muſt coſt in- 
comparably more, to redeem guilty 
fouls. Therefore the GOD of our 
ſalvation © laid the help upon one 
e that is mighty.” He appointed, to 
the 
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the moſt momentous of all offices, the 
moſt illuſtrious of all beings. He ap- 
pointed his own Son, the brightneſs 
of his glory, and the expreſs. 1 image 
of his perſon. 

Behold then the Son of GOD, tak- 
ing our nature, that he may act as our 
mediator. Admirable conſtitution ! 
full of wonder, and full of grace 
How joyful to the ſinner | The work 
muſt infallibly proſper in ſuch hands. 
Such a ſurety cannot fail of ſucceed- 
ing in all he undertakes.—How gra-- 
cious in the Father! Could there be no 
ſtronger aſſurance, or a more empha- 
tical demonſtration of his boundleſs. 
beneficence, than to ſend the ſon of 
his boſom ; the ſon of his eternal de- 
light; the ſon, dearer to him than alt 
worlds ?!—How condeſcending in the 
Saviour! Would Ahaſuerus abdicate 
his imperial diadem, or the great 

| ruler 
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ruler of Babylon forego: the honours of 
his enlarged dominions, to attend on 
the welfare of ſome ignoble captive 
that grinds at a mill, or of ſome in- 
famous malefactor that is chained in a 
dungeon? Yet the everlaſting poten- 
tate of heaven and univerſal nature, 
undertakes a more humbling office of 


friendſhip, for a race of abje& crea- 


tures, that dwell in duſt, and were 


doomed to hell.—Let every child of 
Adam look unto CHRIST by faith, as 
all the people of Iſrael looked unto. 


Moſes, when he went into the taber- 
nacle of the-congregation to intercede 
before the LORD. (See Exodus 
XXXili. 8.) 

. We have ſeen the perſon reconciling, 
let us next contemplate the manner of 
reconciling. A ſubject equally aſtoniſh- 
ing and delightful! The Father recon- 
ciled us to himſelf, by laying upon. 
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his. Son the iniquities of us all: by ad- 
mitting him to ſtand in our ſtead, and 
by exacting from him, the puniſh- 
ment which he had incurred, GOD 
reconciled us to himſelf, not only by 
the humiliation, but by the ſuffering 
of this Prince of heaven: and not by 
fome {lighter ſuffering, but by his 
fuffering unto death: and not by his 
undergoing a common death, but the 
moſt ignominious and tormenting of 
all deaths, the death of the croſs. 
It pleaſed the Father, ſays the 
% apoſtle, to reconcile all things to 
„ himſelf ; making peace by the blood 
of the croſs.” —Becauſe we deſerved 
ſhame; the LORD of glory was num- 
bered with malefactors, and loaded 
with infamy. Becauſe, we deſerved 
the bitterneſs of death; the LORD 
of life endured the pangs of diſſolu- 
tion, in their unabated and moſt 

racking 
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racking extremities. Becauſe, we 


were obnoxious to the curſe of the 
law, therefore the ever-blefſed © JE- 


& SUS delivered us from the curſe of 


the law, being made a curſe for 
6166” 


Glorious propitiation; and alto- 
gether as complete as glorious ! What 
now ſhall terrify the true believer ?- 


What ſhall ſtand between him and his 
eternal hopes ?—Shall Satan muſter 


up his accufations, and ſet them in 
frightful array? Yet, though there 


may be much guilt, there is no condem- 


nation to them that are in FESUS. 


CHRIST.—Does the law take the 
guilty mortal by the throat, and with 
its rigorous ſeverity fay, © Pay me 
& that thou oweſt ?” It is paid, fully 
paid by the intervention and ſurety- 
ſhip, not of a mean man, but of-the 


er GOD made fleſh. Does di- 
vine 
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wine juſtice demand ſatisfaction, for 
the wrongs received from ſinners? It 
is not only ſatished, but moſt awfully 
glorified by this wonderful oblation.— 
In ſhort, this is a full, perfect, and 
fufticicnt ſacrifice for the fins of the 
whole world. It vindicitcs the ho- 
nour of GOD's holineſs. It diſplays 
his unſearchable wiſdom. It mani- 
feſts his unutterable goodneſs. It 
gives the moſt magnificent and lovely 
luſtre to all the divine perfetions.—— 
May we not then, looking unto our 
bleeding Saviour, and pleading his 
ineſtimable propitiation, venture to 
adopt the apoſtle's challenge? © Who 
% ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
„ GOD's elect? It is GOD that juſti- 


* ficth ;”” not imputing our treſpaſſes 
unto us, but transferring them to his 


dear Son. Who is he that condem- 


** neth? It is CHRIST that died,” and 


by 


* 
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by his precious death hath made re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 

I have been the more copious upon 
this ſubject, becauſe it is not only the 
grand point in my text, but is the ve- 
ry heart of the goſpel; the fountain 
of all our comforts, and the founda— 
tion of all our hopes. But I proceed, 
and with great brevity, 

Thirdly, To obſerve the benign im- 
port, and beneficial tendency of the 
goſpel-miniſtry, expreſſed in that re- 
markable clauſe, he hath given to 
“ us the miniſtry of reconciliation.“ 
Here, I am not attempting to magni- 
fy my office, or to aggrandize the mi- 
niſterial character; but only to ren- 
der our ſervices acceptable to our 
brethren.—-Some perſons, whether 
through prejudice or miſtake, are ap- 

prchenſive of being terrified by our 
: meſſage, 
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meſſage, or © tormented before the 
& time” by our doctrine. But can 
the news of reconciliation to -the 
LORD GOD of hoſts, terrify, or the 
offer of remiſſion of ſins torment? 
How welcome ſhould be the approach, 
or to ſpeak in the elegant language of 
a prophet, © How beautiful the feet 
© of him, that bringeth good tidings!“ 
And can there be better tidings, more 
reviving, or more tranſporting, than 
thoſe of the everlaſting goſpel? Which 
faith unto Sion, Thy iniquity is ta- 
„ ken away, and thy fin purged :”” 
thy GOD is reconciled, and inſtead 
of abhorring thee as a rebel, is willing 
to embrace thee as a child. When 
our armies have been in the field, and 
ſome very important, ſome deciſive 
engagement drawing near ; with what 
eagerneſs have you expected, and with 
What delight have you received, the 

account 
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account of complete victory gained? 
And is not our report equally worthy 
of all acceptation; which declares Sa- 
tan vanquiſhed, and fin deftroyed; 
declares death aboliſhed, hell deprived 
of its prey, and all the rich advan- 
tages of peace with heaven reſtored? 
When Peter lay bound in priſon, 
was the angel an unwelcome miniſter, 
who ſtruck away his fetters, opened 
the gates of iron, and tranſmitted him, 
free and unmoleſted, to the cordial 
Talutations of his friends? As you are 
all, by nature, in bondage to ſin, our 
buſineſs is, to take you by the hand, 
and lead you out of this ignominious 
ſlavery, inco the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of GOD; while the ſpirit of 
the Moſt High breaks off your ſhackles, 
and makes you free indeed. What 
manna can be more refreſhing than 
1uch a meſlage ? What balm more 

| healing 
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healing than ſuch a ſervice.—If, at a- 


ny time, we arm our words with 
terror, and denounce the vengeance 


of GOD, on every ſoul of man, that 
doth evil. This is only to awaken 


you from that gay inſenfibility, which 
would lull you into irretrievable ruin. 
It is like the gathering clouds, and 
the diſtant burſts of thunder, which 
might warn Noah to retire into the 
ark, before that infinitely more tre- 
mendous deluge came, which was to 
ſweep the careleſs world away.— 
Whether therefore we diſplay the al- 


lurements of divine love, it is for 


your delight; or whether we bend 
the bow of divine indignation, it is 
for your benefit: to win you to hap- 


pineſs, or drive you from miſery. So 


that in every reſpect, and by all our 
miniſtrations, we are to be © helpers 
M © of 
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ce of your faith, and furtherers of your 


j | 
And let not any ſuſpect, that a 
meſſage of ſuch free and rich grace, 


has a tendency to ſoothe men into ſu- 
pineneſs, or. ſerve the cauſe of licen- 
tiouſneſs. It is, of all other expedi- 


ents, moſt effectually calculated to re- 
.concile us to GOD, in another ſenſe 


of the word: to ſubdue our enmity, 


and captivate our perverſe affections; 
to impreſs our alienated hearts with 
adoring gratitude, and engage our 
refractory wills to dutiful obedience. 
For, can we be cold and indifferent 
to ſuch immenſe benignity ? Can we 
affront and grieve ſuch unſpeakably 
tender kindneſs? What effect had 
David's clemency in ſparing Sau/'s 


life, when it was in the power of his 


hand, to have diſpatched that impla- 
cable enemy ? It overcame, for a 
. while, 
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while, even malice itſelf: it fetched 
tears of ſorrow from the perſecutor's 
eyes, and expreſſions of the moſt en- 
dearcd affections from his lips x. And 
when GOP, the GOD to whem ven- 
geance belongeth, not only ſpares us 
guilty wretches, but puniſhes his im- 
maculate Son in our ſtead ; when he 
bids the-ſword of juſtice paſs by our 
devoted heads, and ſheath itſelf in the 
heart of his beloved Son; can we re- 
fiſt ſuch heavenly goodneſs? Can we 
1purn ſuch bowels of mercy ? Muſt 
not love, fo divine and inſiuite, melt 
even the moſt obdurate heart; make 
us fling down with abhorrence, the 
weapons of rebellion, and conſtrain 
us, ſweetly conſtrain us to obedi- 
ence + ? 

| M. 2 Let 


1 Sam, X xiv 16. 


f'Mr. Hervey had added by way of a note the following 
words 
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Let me now, conformably to my 
Jacred commiſſion, beſeech you all to 
be reconciled. Eſpecially let me be- 
ſeech the humble penitent, and the 
haughty ſelf- righteous moraliſt.—Ye 
humble penitents, that are convinced 
of ſin, and mourn for 1in, be of good 
comfort. GOD has abounded in the 
Tiches of his grace towards you, and 
has given you a ranſom to rely on, of 
higher dignity than all heavens, or of 
more value than all worlds. The 
men of Tyre made Blaſtus the king's 
chamberlain their friend +; the GOD 
of glory has conſtituted his dear Son, 
your atoning ſacrifice, your prevailing 
advocate, The men of Tyre deſired 
conditions of peace; the LORD JE- 

| 808 


words in the copy which he tranſcribed, and from which this 

is printed. ** When I preached this ſermon, I recapitulated 

* in this place, (as you. or any reader may do if he pleaſes) 

the preceding heads, but I thought it unneceſſary te 

* tranſcribe ſuch a recapitulation.“ 
7 Acts xii. 20. 
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SUS hath both obtained and fulfllea 
the conditions of your peace. Could 
there be a more glorious perſon choſe 
to act as your reconciler, than the 
Prince of heaven, and heir of all 
things? Could there be a more effec- 
tual method of reconciliation, than his 
obedience unto death, even the death 
of the croſs Fly then to this all- ſuf- 
ficient Redeemer. Rely on his moſt 
meritorious and fatisfactory ſufferings. 
Be your ſins ever ſo numerous, ever 
fo enormous, theſe need be no bar to 
your acceptance, For GOD has re- 
ceived an atonement: an infinite a- 
tonement GOD has received. So that 
he can admit you to his favour, un- 
worthy as you are, without the leaſt 
blemiſh to his avenging juſtice. He 
can, he will admit you, as freely, as 
if you had never done amiſs. Truſt 
therefore in your reconciling Saviour. 

——M-3 Place 
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Place a chearful confidence in his pro- 
pitiating merits. Only let the grace 
of GOD, which has appeared with 
ſuch tranſcendent lovelineſs in the 
bleeding JESUS, —let this grace teach 
you, with a prevailing efficacy, to 
deny all ungodlinefs and worldly luſts, 


and to live ſoberly, righteoully, 


and godlily in this preſent world.” 

As to thoſe of a contrary character, 
who are righteous in their own eyes, 
what ſhall I fay-? Shall I decry the 
excrciſe of morality, or diſparage the 
duties of holineſs? GOD forbid. The 


goſpel is a doctrine according-to. god» 
lineſs, and true holineſs is the health, 


is the happineſs of the ſoul. - Theſe 
duties iſſuing from faith, and recom- 
mended by the interceflion of CHRIST, 
are acceptable to the divine Majeſty. 
But theſe are not your SAVIOUR. 

GOD has not reconciled the world to 
3 himſelf 
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kimſelf by their own pious practices, 
but by his Son FESUS CHRIST.— 
Can your charitable deeds expiate 
your innumerable offences? As ſoon 
may a ſingle drop of pure water, cor- 
rect and ſweeten the unfathomable 
brine of the ocean. Can your defec- 
tive performances ſatisfy the demands 
of a perfect law, or your wandering 
devotions ſcreen you from the dit 
pleaſure of an injured GOD? As well 
may your uplifted» hand eclipſe the 
ſun, or intercept the lightning when 
it darts through the burſting cloud: 
There is no other name given un- 
der heaven, whereby you may be re- 
conciled to GOD, and ſaved from. 
wrath, but only. the name, only the 
name remember of FESUS CHRIST. 
Here fix your hopes, and you ſhall 
never be diſappointed. Fix them on- 
any other object, and everlaſting con- 

M. 4 fuſion. 
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fuſion will enſue. We beſeech you 
therefore, in GOD's ſtead, we be- 
ſeech you for your own ſoul's fake, 
reject not this abundant mercy, ne- 
glect not this GREAT SALVATION. 
Now unto him, who has reconciled 
us to himſelf, and waſhed us from 
our ſins, in his Son's blood; be glory 


and thankſgiving, love and obedience, 


henceforth and for ever. 
EEE ER 


A DEFENCE by R. Y. of the forege- 
ing Sermon, from the groundleſs objec- 
tions raiſed againſt it by ſome incon- 

 federate readers. 


T is ſearcely credible, that any one 
ſhould affert, that Mr. Hervey's 
poſthumous ſermon: on the Miniſtry of 
Reconciliation, is contradictory to the Dia- 
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logues in Theron and Aſpaſio, and af-- 


firm that it has done injury to the work > 


— But ſuch an aſſertion is eaſily refu- 
ted. —This complaint is either lodged 
by the friends or foes, of the decea- 
ſed : If by his friends, then I ſappoſe 
it is becauſe the doctrine of imputed 
righteouſneſs, which makes ſo great 
a figure in thoſe dialogues, is not 
mentioned, it is ſtrongly implied; 
and what is-ſtrongly implied in this 
place, cannot be contradictory to what 
is expreſſed in others. In that ſer- 
mon, do we not read in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, That our iniquities are im- 
puted to CarisT, by the FaTHER's- 
« admitting. him to. ſtand in our 
* ſtead, and exacting from him the 
“ puniſhment which we had incur-- 
e red? Do we not here find Gop re- 
* conciling us to himſelf, not only 
*- by the humiliation, but by the ſut- 

X53 ferings 
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ferings of the Prince' of heaven? 
And not by ſome flighter ſuffer— 
ings, but by his ſufferings unto 
death ; and- not by his undergoing 
a common death, but the moſt ig- 


nominious tormenting of all deaths, 


the death upon the croſs.“ 
And as we find the imputation of 


our fins ſo plainly inſerted here, ſo 
we find in the Dialogues, that“ this 
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part of our Loxp's meritorious hu- 
miliation, 18 by a very uſual figure 
put for the whole. The death of 
Cur1sT, includes not only his ſuf- 
ferings, but his obedience. The 
ſhedding of his precious blood, was 
at once the grand inſtance of his 
ſufferings, and the finiſhing act of 
his obedience. In this view it is 
conſidered, and thus it is interpre- 
ted by his own ambaſlador, who 
ſpeaking of his divine MASTER 


“ ſays 
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& ſays—He was obedient unto death, e- 


& ven the death of the cr. When 
the ſcripture aſcribes our juſtifica- 
& tion to the death of CHRIST, we 
* are not to think that it would ſet 
« aſide, but imply his obedience.“ 
(Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. II. pag. 47. 
48.) Now if we are not to think this 
of the Scripture, in Mr. Hervey's opi- 
nion, how then can we think it of 
him? And without thinking it, where 
lies the inconſiſtence between the Ser- 
mon and the Dialogues? 
But I rather imagine, that the. 
charge is brought by Mr. Hervey's e- 
nemies : Some of theſe people, to a- 
void being thought Socinians, ſeem 
willing to allow the ſatisfaction of 
Cuzisr, while they declare againſt 
the doctrine of juſtification by the 
imputation of his righteouſneſs, and 
tuch arc extremely willing to inter- 
M 6 pret: 
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pret Mr. Hervey's ſilence into a conſent 
to their own pernicious ſentiments: 
Theron and Aſpafio is a dead weight 
upon them; they have not, nor can 
they anſwer it; willingly therefore 
would they come off, by ſaying the 

hor had contradicted himſelf: But 
> is their pretence, and as falſe is 
their profeſſion. That they allow the 
fatisfattion of CurisT for imputation, 
is as reaſonable and as juſtifiable, in 
the one caſe as in the other; they 
both ſtand upon one and the ſame 
footing, ſo he that throws down one, 
throws down both; whoever rejects 
the doctrine of our Savious's righte- 
ouſneſs being imputed unto man, re- 
jects by ſo doing the doctrine of 
man's fins being imputcd to our Sa- 
viour, and all the conſequences of it ; 
or in other words, he who rejects the 
doctrine of free Juſtification, rejects 


0 
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by ſo doing the doctrine of CHRIST. 
(See Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. I. Page 
182. 

As the main deſign in writing The- 
ron and Aſpaſio, was to prove the fun- 
damental doctrine of juſtification by 
the imputed righteouſneſs of CurisT ; 
and as it appears that the ſermon does 
not contradict it in this moſt impor- 
tant article; I ſuppoſe it will be al- 
lowed, that the charge of contradic- 
tion, as to what is moſt material, is 
entirely got over; but perhaps in a 
matter of leſs conſequence, it may 
ſtill be objected, that Mr. Hervey in 
the Dialogues appears plainly to be 
Calviniſtic, in the doctrine of PART I. 
CULAR redemption ; but in the Ser- 
mon he ſays expreſsly, that CHRIST's 
« death is a full, perfect, and ſufficient _ 
& ſacrifice for the fins of the WHOLE” 
© world,”---The Church of England 


lays 
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ſays this, as well as Mr. Hervey, in 
the office for the communion ; and 
yet. no unprejudiced perſon will que- 
ſtion, but the is perfectly Calviniſtical, 
in her articles and homilies. 

| The truth is, there is no Calviniſt 
but will allow, that the ſatisfaction 
of Cur1sT is full, perfect, and ſuffi- 
cient for ALL, but then they diſtin- 
guiſh between the ſufficiency and ef. 
ficiency of his ſacrifice. With regard 
to the value of the oblation, it is ſuf- 
ficient for the redemption. of every 
man ; with regard to its efficacy, as 
every man is benefited by the death 
of CnkisT, ſo CnrisT died for him, 
but theſe benefits are not of one kind. 
— Some are common to every man; 
all the earthly bleſſings which unbe- 
lievers enjoy, are the fruits of 
Cux1sT's death: ſo far as they are 
benefited by him, ſo far he died for 
them; 
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them ; other benefits belong to the 
members of the viſible church, and 
are common to all thoſe who hve un- 
der the goſpel: Many graces ſuch may 
receive from CHRIST, which through 
their own fault are not faving ; and 
ſo far as they are benefited by CHRIST, 
fo far CHRIST died for them; other 
benefits ſtill, according to the will of 
Gop, and the intention of the Mx- 
DIATOR, are peculiar to thoſe, which 
he himſelf ſays are given unto him by 
the FaT HER; his ſheep, his elect, ſuch 
as a true faith, regeneration, ſanctifi- 
cation, adoption, c. In this ſenſe, 
ſay thoſe Chriſtians called Calviniſts, 
CHRIST died for his people only to 
bring them effectually to grace and 
to glory.— This ſyſtem only is conſi- 
ſtent with Mr. Hervey's notion of free 
grace. 
The Arminian ſcheme is, That 
CuR1sT 


"Py 
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CaxisT died with a purpoſe to make 
the ſalvation of every man in the 
world poſſible, without any manner 
of difference, whether they are belie- 
vers or unbelievers: That he died, 
not to bring any man actually to ſal- 
vation, and make him a partaker of 
righteouſneſs and life, but to purchaſe 
a poſſibility of ſalvation and reconci- 
liation, ſo far as that Gop might, 
conſiſtent with his juſtice, receive men 
into favour upon condition of faith 
and repentance. This faith and re- 
pentance, ſay they, ChRIST merited 
not; for if he had, then Gop had 
been bound to give them unto every 
man, and ſo every man mui have 
been ſaved. Thus you ſee, according 
to theſe gentlemen, CHRIST died e- 
qually for all the world ; and the rea- 
ſon why ſome are ſaved, lies wholly 
in themſelves, in attaining to that 

faith 
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faith and repentance, by the good 
uſe of their natural powers, which 
CurisT did not purchaſe for them: 
This is the meaning of every Armi- 
nian *, let him expreſs himſelf how- 

ever 


That the reader may ſtill more clearly apprehend the 
doftrine of Mr, Hervey, who was a Calvi2i/t---and the dit- 
ference between bim, and the Arminians, the following note 
is ſubjoined, 

« The Arminians are ſuppoſed by ſome, (who are not 
* ſufficiently acquainted with their tenets) to maintain that 
vue are to do ſomething for ourſelves, and Chrift to do the 


«* reſt; or in other words, that we have partly a riglitesuſ- 


« neſs of our own, and that Jeſus Chriſt is to make up the 
4 deficiencies of that righteouſneſs, This however is not 
* the common divinity of the Arminians, They have no 
« ſuch notion of a patch-work juſtification, or that we are 
* ſaved partly by the imputation of Chriſt's merits to make 

up the deficiencies of our own, But the principles of their 
* ſcheme are briefly theſe.-- That Chriſt is the ſole and only 
Author of our ſalvation, not by imputing his righteouſ- 
% neſs to us, but by purchaſing ſuch favourable terms of re- 
* conciliation for us, and by r«/tering to us ſuch abilities to 
« fulfil them, by means of which we can only become capa- 
** ble of being juſtified in the ſight of God. Therefore we 
* ſay, that thoſe in this life, who have uſed well the grace 


that is given them, and conformed to the terms of the 
; * goſpel 
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ever he will: And how far this is in 


conſiſtent with Mr. Hervey's exhorta- 
| tion 


* goſpel, God doth juſtify : That is, were he to call them 
* to the bar of jud..ment and try them, he would acquit or 


« pronounce them not puilty.---Becauſe Chriſt, by his meri- - 


* torious death and ſufferings, having purchaſed for them 
« the law of regentancet as the law by which they are to be 
«- judged and tried; and they having through grace fulfilled 
*-the law, i. e. become true penitents, God therefore, for 
« the above merits of Chriſt, admits of their qualifications, 
„ forgives them their offences, and rewards them as if they 
had never offended. Here then is no ſþ/itting of the im- 
* putation, no. copartnerſhip with Chriſt, But Chriſt's righ- 
teouſueſs is repreſented, as the ſole procuring cauſe of Vur 
* ſalvation, and ours as only the applying cauſe, by perform- 
ing the requiſite conditions: i. e. They both tend to dif. 
* ferent ends, one to procure the terms of juſtification, 
* and the other to perform them. So that, in ſhort, accor- 
ding to this ſcheme of the Arminians, our juſtification is 
not made up partly of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and partly of 
* our own ; for his righteouſneſs is not partly imputed, but 
© not at all imputed, fn the Calviniſtical ſenſe of imputation. 
« In order to make this difference of opinion (till clearer, it 
**- muſt be obſerved, that the Calvinifts (being accuſtomed to, 
their ideas of imputative righteouſneſs) imagine that when 
* the Arminians affirm the neceſſity of inherent righteouſneſt 
in order to juſtification, that they mean a borrowing of 
«. Chriſt's imputative righteouſneſs to make up the deficien- 
«cies of our own, Whercas the Arminians indeed ſuppoſe, 


«+ that 
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tion to the ſelf- righteous moraliſt, in 
the cloſe of this, ſermon, I believe I 
need not tell you. Indeed, Mr, Her- 
vey engages. not here in the controver- 
ſy at all; (but going upon what both 
ſides are agreed in, viz. the fufkciency 
of ChRIST's ſacrifice to ſave all that 
will believe) he invites all his hearers 
to fly unto him for ſalvation. Now, 
if he never enters into the merits of 
the cauſe, how can he be guilty of 
inconſiſtency? 
Upon the whole, then, this is a. 
| moſt 


«that Chrift did not, in, any degree, fulfil the terms of juſtie 
® fication in our ſtead ; but, on the contrary, having pur- 
«* chaſed them for us, and procured us ſufficient powers and 
® abilities of performing them, he left us to co-operate with 
» thoſe powers, and ſo to fulfil them ourſelves.” This is a 
fair, candid, and conſiſtent ſtate of the Arminian doctrine. 
No one can fay it is miſrepreſented, for 'tis here given in 
the very words of an eminent divine, and dignitary of the 
Church of England, who is himſelf an Arminian How 
much ſuperior the Calviniſtic (which was Mr. Hervey's) doc- 
trine is, to humble the ſinner, to exalt the Saviour, and- te 
promote holineſs; let every reader judge, 
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moſt excellent ſermon. As the Dia- 
logues in Theron and Aſpaſio were, ſo 
is this, the true offspring + of him 
who now reſts from his labours, and 
his works do follow him; the offspring 
of him who always ſought to exalt 
the Saviouk, to humble the finner, 
and to promote holineſs. 


CON. 


+ The ſer mon itfelf, in Mr. Hervey's own writing, is now 
in the hands of the Reverend Mr, Robert Knight, the pre- 


fent Rector of Fefton-Favell, who married Mr, Hervg's 
Youngeſt Liſter. | | h 
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HE ſentiments here offered againſt the prevailing cuſtom 
of profaning the Sabbath, u ill probably be a ſatistaQtion 
to every ſerious reader, and be productive of much good, e- 
ſpecially as it is in every body's power to reform one, and as 
then his own conduct will be a tacit reproof to his acquaint» 
ance, who may probably through his 'example, be induced 
to weich theſe proceedings -attentrvely, and no longer follow 
a multitude to do evil.-----It is certainly a matter of import» 
ance to enquire, Whether Sabbath-viſits are juſtifiable upon 
the principles of ſcripture and of reaſon ? as the conſcientious 
-obſervation of the Sabbath hes of late years been ſo much 
diſregarded ; and as it is now become the principal day of vi- 
ſiting among perſons of all ranks.-----The chief advocates 
tor the c:ntinuance of ſuch a practice ſhould, methinks, de- 
fend it publicly, that their arguntents map be properly exa- 
mined, if, in their opinion, ſuch a cuſtom can admit of any 
rational defence. And thoſe, who are ſufficiently convinced 
by what is here advanced, ſhould reſolve to diſcontinue Sal- 
bath-viſits themſelves, and diſcountene ce them in others, as 
far as they can, conſiſtent with decency and prudei ce.----- 
That the number of ſuch well-diſpoſed perſons may be daily 
increaſing, is undoubtedly the hearty wiſh of every one who 
is ſincerely deſirous of promoting the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


On the prevailing Cuſtom of 


VISITING on the SABBATH. 


QUESTION. 


Whether it be right for TRULY SERIOUS 


perſons to viſit on the Sabbath? 


R HE perſons here mentioned, 
T $ are the truly ferrous. As to 
PA y many people, it matters not 

whether they are at home 
or abroad: God is not in all their 
thoughts; they have no concern for 


their eternal welfare ; they therefore 


ar E. 
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are, in every reſpect, altogether and 
alike unprofitable. 

But when we begin the things that 
are excellent; when we fincerely de- 
fire to © obtain ſalvation, with eter— 


* nal glory, by JESUS CHRIST; 


then,“ whether it be proper to fall 
in with the prevailing cuſtom of viſi- 
ting on the Sabbath, is the queſtion. 

Were our companions religious, 
and was our converſation edifying, I 
ſhould make no ſcruple to give my 
voice in the affirmative. Every par- 
lour would then be a little ſanctuary; 
would echo back the exhortations, 
and ſecond the deſigns of the pulpit. 
And we might truly fay, © It is good 
for us to be here.“ 

But, alas! where do we find ſuch 
company ? When do we hear ſuch 
converiation? The general converſa- 
tion is all impertinence, Not ſo much 

as 
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as ſeaſoned with a ſpice of religion. 
* They talk of vanity every one with 
* his neighbour *.“ For which rea- 
ſon, I cannot think-it ſafe or expedi- 
ent, allowable or innocent, habitually 
to viſit on the Sabbath. 

It is inconſiſtent with the beſt ex- 
ample, I was in the ſpirit on the 
“ Lord's day,” ſays St. John. I was 
filled with the communications of the 
holy Spirit, giving me clear views of 
Chriſt, bright hopes of glory, and 
ſhedding abroad tbe love of God in 
my heart. But is this compatible with 
the idle, trifling, inſignificant chat, 
which engroſſes our ordinary viſits? 

OsJEction I. Will it be ſaid, the 
apoſtle's was a peculiar caſe? I an- 
wer, it was a peculiarly happy caſe. 
And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh 
the proſpect of ſuch unſpeakable happi- 

N neſs, 


* Pſal, xii. 2+ 
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neſs, for the moſt empty and delu- 
ſory amuſement ? But I believe, it was 
not peculiar to the apoſtle; rather 
the common pi ivilege of all believers:; 
written as a pattern for their practice, 
and to be the plan of their expecta- 
tions. 

It is contrary to the divine-prohi- 
bition. The negative law, relating 
to the Sabbath, is, Not doing thy 
% own ways, not finding thy own 
* pleaſure, not ſpeaking thy own 
« words *. Not doing thy own 
ways z”* abſtaining from ſecular bu- 
ſineſs, and all worldly purſuits. + Not 
finding thy own pleaſure ;” re- 
nouncing all thoſe recreations and a- 
muſements, which may tend to gra- 
tify thy taſte, not to glorify thy Al- 
mighty Lord. Not ſpeaking thy 
| « own 
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* own words;“ converſing on ſpiri— 
tual, ſublime, and heavenly ſubjects, 
not on low, earthly, temporal mat- 
ters, which, having no reference to 
the Creator's honour, are therefore 
called thy own. However ſome peo- 
ple may act, or whatever they may 
think, this is the expreſs and unalter- 
able law, eſtabliſhed by the God of 


heaven. Whether it be poſſible to 


mingle in modiſh company, and obey 
this law, let thoſe judge who are ac- 
quainted with the world. 

It breaks the divine command. 
The poſitive law relating to the Sab- 
bath, is, Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy.” Remember, 
take particular notice of this injunc- 
tion. It is a duty greatly to be re- 
garded, and moſt conſcientiouſly to 
be obſerved. Upon the due obſervance 
of this, our diſpoſition and ability, to 
| N. obſerve 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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obſerve the other precepts, in good 
meaſure, depends. Keep it holy; de- 
vote it to holy purpoſes ; ſpend it in 
holy exerciſes ; and not barely an 
hour or two; not barely the intervals 
of private and public devotion ; but 
the day; the Sabbath-day ;: the whole 
day. Neither will the whole day be 
too long, if we make conſcience of 
diſcharging the ſeveral duties of reh- 
gion, reading and meditation; pray- 
er and praiſe; teaching our children, 
and inſtructing our domeſtics; ex- 
amining our hearts, and taking heed 
to our ways. All theſe offices, if pro- 


pei ly performed, will leave very little, 


rather no time for unneceſſary elope- 
ments. And ſhall we huddle over 
all theſe important offices, or totally 
neglect ſome of them, only to indulge 
ourſelves in the moſt unprofitable le- 
vities? at once doing an injury to ous 
ſpiritual 
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fpiritual intereſts, and. violating the 


divine precept. | 

I fear, it will be a kind of “ cruct- 
* fying afreſh our bleſied maſter f.“ 
This expreſſion we have often read, 
but think ourſelves free from the guilt 


implied in it, and indeed from the 


very likchhood of contracting it. But 
let us be reminded, that “ we cruci- 
« fy our Lord afreſh,” when we give 
others occaſion to conclude, that we 
have very little eſteem for ham, or 
gratitude to him, conſequently, that 
he has little or no excellency, for which 
we or others ſhould deſire him. Now 
what elſe can the world conclude, 
when they ſee us giving into the va- 
nities. of a licentious mode, on that 
day, which is ſacred to the comme- 
moration of his reſurrection ? “ Sure 

N 2 45 ly,. 


+ Heb. vi. 6. 
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„ ly, might the children of this world 
<«* ſay, if theſe Chriſtians had any real 
„ reverence for their Lord, they 
„ would ſhew it on his own. day. 
They would either be retired to 
contemplate and adore him; or elſe 
come abroad to exalt and glorify 
him. But they come abroad to be 
„as frothy in their talk, and as 
< trifling in their temper, as forget- 
ful of their Saviour, and as regard- 
* leſs of his honour, as the moſt ar- 
rant worldling among us all.” To 
afford a handle for ſuch reflections, is 
to wound the Redeemer in the houſe 
of his friends. 

It will grieve the holy Spirit þ. 
Chriſtians believe, that he is infinitely 
wiſe, all-gracious, and ever-bleſled : 
that he dwells in their hearts, and is 

the 
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the ſource of all their holineſs and all 
their happineſs. Therefore we pray 
daily in our liturgy, © that the holy 
„Spirit may not be taken from us.“ 
On Sunday, we commemorate the 
deſcent of this divine gueſt; and are, 
in a particular manner, to implore 
his preſence, and cultivate his in- 
fluences. But can this be done, by 
neglecting his expreſs prohibition, and 
breaking his politive command ? by 
diſregarding the examples, which he 
has ſet before us; and diſhonouring 
that Saviour, whom he delights to 
magnify ? Beſides, dare any mortal 


preſume to ſay in his heart, amidſt a 


circle of our polite vihtaats, © I am 
* now acting in a manner, becoming 
© my relation to the cternal Spirit. 


„ Theſe ſeutiments and this diſcourſe 


„are ſuitable to his dignity, wiſdom, 
and glory, A proper method of 
* celebrating 
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<« celebrating and honouring the day 
of his miraculous miſſion ?” 

Should any one aſk, © What is 
* meant by grieving the holy Spirit?“ 
It means offending his exalted Majeſty, . 
and cauſing him'to act as men com- 
monly act, when they are grieved 
and diſpleaſed with any one. They 
withdraw from his company and viſit 
him no more. When Samuel was. 
grieved for Saul's miſbchaviour, it is 
written, He came no more to ſee 
„ Saul.” If the almighty Comforter 
be provoked to deal thus with our 
fouls, alas! what a loſs muſt we ſu— 
ſtain ! A loſs, unſpeakable, irrepara- 
ble, eternal! 

So that if this practice were not 
ſinful, it muit be exceedingly detri- 
mental. And that, not in one only, 
but in various reſpects. Have we re- 
ccived ſpiritual good from the public 

ordinan- 
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ordinances? The admonition of kea- 
ven. is, We ought to give the more 
e earneſt heed to the things which 
* we have heard, leſt at any time we 
* ſhould let them flip j.” By this 
practice, we not only ſuffer them to 
ſlip, but open as it were a leak for 
their immediate diſcharge. Have we 
been under edifying impreſſions from 
our private exerciſes? The unerring 
direction is, Quench not the Spi- 
& rit.” Stifle not the ſerious deſtres, 
which he has awakened. Allow them 
their full ſcope, till they are formed 
into gracious habits. By the practice 
under conſideration, we pour water 
inſtead of oil upon the feeble flame; 
we extinguiſh what we ſhould cherith. 
Is the heavenly ſeed ſown in our 
breaſts? Theſe diſſipating interviews 
are 


& Heb. ii. 1. 
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are the ravènous birds, which follow 
the ſeed-man, and devour the grain; 
fo that nothing takes root. No fruit 
of faith, of joy, or love, is produced. 

Let me only add, that, on a dying- 
bed, the miſimprovement of all our 
time will be moſt bitterly regretted. 
How much more the miſimprovement 
of thoſe hours, which God himſelf has 
hallowed : has ſet apart for the no- 
bleſt purpoſes; and is wont to bleſs. 
in an eſpecial manner! © While others 
* were ſecking the pearl of great 
“ price; and gathering thoſe treaſures 
* of wiſdom and grace, which endure 
to everlaſting life; I, alas! was 
+ ſquandering away the precious op- 
* portunities in very vanity.” To 
ſee the curtain of time dropping; to 
ſee a vaſt eternity opening before us; 
and to have ſuch reflections haunting 
our conſcience: this will cauſe miſery, 
not 
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not to be expreſſed; create anguiſh, 
not to be.conceived. 

OsJEcT. II. Will it be ſaid, in an- 
ſwer to theſe conſiderations, © That 
% company, even trifling company, 
is a relaxation. We return to the 
« inſtruction of our families, and to 
our evening devotion, with freſh 
« alacrity, being ſick of theſe triflers ?” 
A ſtrange argument! It ſhould rather 
be reverſed. The objectors might 
truly ſay ; Being fick of religion and 
its ſervices, we want ſuch triflers to 
afford us ſome relief. The ſincere 
ſervant of Chriſt would find no recre- 
ation, but feel grief of heart, in ſuch 
interviews. It muſt be a real afflic- 
tion to obſerve his divine Lord abſo- 
lutely diſregarded. Diſregarded on 
the day peculiarly devoted to his ho- 
-nour. Every vanity now preferred 
before him, as Barabbas the robber 


Was 
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was formerly. The true refreſhment 
of our ſouls conſiſts in having our 
faith increaſed, ' our hope elevated, 
and our views of heaven enlarged: 
in contemplating the infinite perfec- 
tion and glory of our REDEEMER; 
the infinite grandeur and fulneſs of 
his propittation ; and our complete, I 
might have ſaid, our infinite ſecurity 
from wrath and vengeance, by being 
mtereſted in his merits. _ 
OpJecrT. III. The Sabbath is the 
« beſt part of our time for this pur- 
* poſe. Buſineſs is ſuſpended. Every 
ce body is ready dreſſed. All circum- 
& ſtances invite.” Ils it the beſt part 
of our time? Then let it be devoted to 
the beſt of Beings. Who 1s more wor- 
thy of our choiceſt thoughts, affec- 
tions, hours, than that divinely com- 
paſſionate Saviour, who offered him- 
ſelf, in the very prime of his life, a 
bleeding 
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bleeding victim for our ſins, that this 
ſacrifice might have every recom- 
mending circumſtance, which could 
render it acceptable to God, and a- 
vailable to man? 
OsIEcr. IV. © It is the univerſal 
c cuſtom. To diſcontinue it, would 
render us unfaſhionable.” Ard can- 
not you bear to be a little unfaſhion- 
able for his ſake, who was deſpiſed 
and rejected, who humbled himſelf 
to death, even the death of the croſs, 
for your fake? Is it the univerſal cu- 
ſtom ? Then cuſtom is the idol, which 
we are called to renounce. I muſt. 
ſay of cuſtom, in this caſe, as Elijah 
ſaid of Baal; If cuſtom be God, follow 
its dictates; but if Jeynovan be God, 
obſerve his precepts. It is written in 
the ſcriptures, © Be not conformed to 
e this world &.“ To what does this 
O prohibi- 


+ Rom. Xii. 2 
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prohibition relate ? To ſuch ungodiy 
cuſtoms, no doubt. No battery of 
cannon was ever pointed more direct- 
ly againſt a citadel to be demoliſhed, 
than this text againſt ſuch cuſtoms. 
In indifferent matters, let the Chriſ- 


tian avoid ſingularity. Let him dreſs 


ſomewhat like his neighbours. Let 
him make an appearance ſuitable to 
his ſtation. But let him not follow a 
multitude to profane the Sabbath, or 
to do any evil. Here religious perſons 
ſhould, by all means, be ſingular ; 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by a be- 
coming zeal for their God; ſhould 
ſet an example, and ſhine as lights, 
in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
generation. Otherwiſe, they may do, 
not themſelves only, but others alſo, 

incredible harm. 
OsJecTt. V. Some perhaps may 
ſtart, and reply, © If theſe things are 
: CC ſo, 
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“ ſo, to what a degree of ſinful negli- 
* gence is even the Chriſtian world ar- 
% rived !—With regard to the world 
called Chriſtian, this is too true. And 
no meaſure of ſorrow can be ſufficient 
to bewail the deplorable degeneracy. 
Negligence, or rather obſtinacy, in 
this capital inſtance, is a melancholy 
indication of no leſs diſobedience in 
other reſpects. 


OsJecr. VI.“ This will be irkſome, 


* will render our religion a burden.” 
I hope, no one that pretends to ſeri- 
ouſneſs will offer to make this objec- 
tion. The ſinners in Sion made it. 
For which reaſon they are branded, and 
by the divine Spirit himſelf, with infamy 
that will never be blotted out. O! 
« what a meanneſs is it! when will 
„ the Sabbath,” and its irkſome ſo— 
lemnities be gone ? This diſcovers a 

heart 
y Mal, i. 13 and Amos viii. 5. 
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heart alienated from GOD; that has 
not taſted the good word of grace, - 
and ſavours not of the things which be 


of Chriſt. Otherwiſe, ſuch would be 
the language ; © One day thus em- 


„ ployed, is better than a thouſand .“ 


It is tedious and burthenſome to paſs 
a ſingle day in devout exerciſes ; how 
then ſhall we paſs, how ſhall we en- 


dure the ages of eternity? ſince we 
are aſſured, that thoſe happy beings, 


who ſtand around the throne, cloath- 


ed with white robes, ſerve their God 


day and night, for ever and ever, in 
his temple. In the regions of immor- 
tality they find a heaven; becauſe, 
there they have a never- ceaſing and 
eternal communion with God, becauſe 


there they have an uninterrupted and 


everlaſting Sabbath. 


+ Pſal. Ixxxiv. 18. 
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